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REALIGNMENT OF LEARNING SUPPORT CLASSES FOR PUPILS WITH 
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

1. 
 
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To advise Members of the outcome of the recent consultation in respect 
of the proposal to realign mainstream Learning Support Class (LSC) 
provision within Rhondda Cynon Taf. 
 

2. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Members are recommended to:- 
 

2.1 Note responses received during the consultation which are detailed in 
Appendix 2 and summarised in sections  4.1 – 4.6 
 

2.2 
 
 

Note the recommended amendment to the original proposal as outlined 
in 5.1, to retain Capcoch Primary Learning Support Class for Speech 
and Language Difficulties.  
 

2.3 Agree to progress with all proposals detailed in section 5.1 to realign the 
LSCs in line with the next stage of the school organisation process by 
issuing appropriate statutory notices.   
 
 

3. 
 
BACKGROUND 

3.1 On the 21st October 2013, Cabinet approval was given to begin a 
process of formal consultation on a proposal to realign mainstream LSC 
provision, to take effect from 31st August 2014. 

 
3.2 Rhondda Cynon Taf has excellent Special Educational Needs (SEN) 

provision attached to mainstream schools which can be accessed without 
a Statement of SEN.  Data analysis tells us that there is an imbalance 
between primary and secondary provisions and that the current 
provisions do not match the level of increasing need in some areas.  This 
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includes LSCs for pupils with Autistic Spectrum/Social Communication 
Difficulties (all age ranges) and Complex Needs (Key Stage 3/4).  In 
addition, there is a clearly identified need to improve provision for 
children in the early years that require more ongoing observation and 
assessment to identify accurately primary needs and specialist 
placement, or to inform more individualised packages of support in 
mainstream settings.    
 

3.3 The number of LSC placements available for pupils to access currently is 
428.  Following the changes there will be 410 placements available which 
equates to a decrease of 18 placements.  In September 2013 there was 
an identified surplus of 40 places.  When comparing current and 
proposed provisions there will be an overall reduction of 8 classes, but as 
4 classes are already empty this will only result in a reduction in 18 
placements overall.  The proposals will address the low demand for some 
provisions and the high demand for others, thus ensuring a better fit 
between pupil needs and placement. 
 
The suggested proposals included in the consultation related to the 
following settings: 
 
Learning Support Class Closures: 
 
Capcoch Primary  Primary Provision LSC for Hearing Impairment 
Capcoch Primary               Primary  Provision LSC for Speech and   
                                           Language 
Tonypandy Primary   Key Stage 2 LSC for Autistic Spectrum  
    Disorder 
Tonypandy Primary   Primary Provision LSC for Hearing Impairment 
Alaw Primary   Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning 
    Difficulties x 2 classes 
Llantrisant Primary  Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning 
    Difficulties 
Parc Lewis Primary  Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning 
    Difficulties 
Tonysguboriau Primary  Key Stage 2 LSC for Complex Learning  
    Difficulties 
Tonypandy Com. College   Key Stage 3 / 4 LSC for Hearing Impairment. 
 
New Learning Support Classes to be established: 
 
Ferndale Community  Key Stage 3 / 4 LSC for Complex Learning 
School   Difficulties 
Tonyrefail School   Key Stage 3 / 4 LSC for Complex Learning 
    Difficulties 
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Re-designation of Learning Support Classes (i.e. a change in the 
nature of existing provisions) 
 
Oaklands Primary   Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning 
    Difficulties to become Foundation Phase LSC 
    for Communication Disorder 
Llantrisant Primary   Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning 

         Difficulties to become an Observation  and 
Assessment Class 

Penrhiwceiber Primary  Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning 
    Difficulties LSC to become an Observation 
    and Assessment Class 
Maesybryn Primary  Key Stage 2 LSC for Complex Learning  
    Difficulties LSC to become KS2 LSC for  
    Communication Disorders 
Gwaunmeisgyn Primary  Key Stage 2 LSC for Complex Learning  
    Difficulties to become Foundation Phase LSC 
    for Complex Learning Difficulties 
 
Relocation  
 
Parc Lewis Primary   Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning 
    Difficulties to move to Heol y Celyn Primary 
    (same type of provision) 
 

3.4 A series of meetings have been held in affected schools including staff, 
parents/carers, and in some cases the Chair of Governors.  A summary 
of the views and concerns gathered are attached as Appendix 1. 
 

3.5 These meetings were held between 7th– 22nd January 2014 to give 
parents of LSC pupils and the staff concerned the opportunity to make 
their views known and to raise any questions.  Officers from the 
Education Directorate, including Acting Service Director for Access, 
Engagement & Inclusion, Acting Head of Access & Inclusion Service and 
the Data Manager for Access & Inclusion Service were in attendance to 
answer questions and provide further information.  A total of 38 
parent/carers, 29 staff and 4 Chairs of Governors attended the meetings. 
 

3.6 As part of the consultation process, the Council is required to bring to the 
attention of Elected Members all correspondence received, together with 
the responses provided, in order that due consideration can be given to 
all the issues raised during the initial consultation period.  This has to be 
undertaken before Cabinet decides whether to proceed to the statutory 
notice stage.  To assist all parties, a consultation questionnaire was 
attached to our original document outlining the proposal, and a summary 
of the responses received to this questionnaire is attached in Appendix 2.  
In addition to the questionnaire responses, letters and e-mails were 
received, and copies of this correspondence, together with responses 
where appropriate, are also appended in Appendix 2. 
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4. 
 
FEEDBACK FROM STAKEHOLDERS 

4.1 From the 6,000 consultation papers issued to the relevant stakeholders, 
a total of 18 completed questionnaires were received, from governors, 
school employees, parent/carers, partner agency and people in the 
community:  These responses are summarised as follows:  
 
School Number of responses Yes No Not sure 
Alaw  2  2 1 
Capcoch 6  5 1 
Gwaunmeisgyn 1 1   
Llantrisant 3   3 
Maesybryn 2 1  1 
Tonysguboriau 1  1  
Ferndale 1 1   
Oaklands 1   1 
Penrhiwceiber 1   1 
Totals 18 3 7 8 

 
A total of 6 emails or letters were received of which 4 related to Capcoch 
Primary (2 of which are identical letters although they have different 
signatures) and 1 was specific to Welsh medium SEN provision rather 
than response to re-alignment proposals. 1 letter provided general 
comments regarding proposals. 
 
A petition relating to the closure of the two LSCs in Capcoch Primary 
School was also received, containing 394 from a total of 278 different 
addresses. 
 

 It must be noted that the petition contains multiple entries at the same 
address with the same handwriting and signatures.  For several of these 
cases ‘ditto’ marks have been used for the address.  It must also be 
noted that these signatures were gathered in response the proposal to 
close the LSCs at Capcoch and a perceived

 

 threat of closure to the 
school due to the Council’s strategy regarding surplus places in schools.  
It is therefore unclear what proposal the signatures and petition are 
supporting. 

4.2 Of the responses to the questionnaires: 7 opposed the proposal, 3 
agreed with the proposal, 8 neither agreed nor disagreed with the 
proposals. 
 

4.3 The main issues raised were as follows: 
• Quality of the LSC provision 
• Disruption to pupils 
• Meeting pupils needs 
• Concerns over impact on job security 
• Transportation of pupils to alternative provisions. 
• Effect of increased integration on the school environment. 

Cabinet - 19.02.14 
Agenda Item 7

96



 
It should be noted many parents were in support of the proposals and 
also recognised that there was an urgent need to address the lack of 
LSC provision in secondary schools.  Parents were also reassured of the 
LA’s plan to provide continuity in placement where possible and 
alternative provision in some cases. 
 

4.4 We have considered the issues, raised and have set out below our 
responses. 
 

• Quality of LSC provision 
 

Rhondda Cynon Taf has an excellent range of SEN provisions attached 
to mainstream schools. However, it has become increasingly apparent 
that there is an imbalance between primary and secondary provisions. In 
addition, the range of LSC provisions currently available does not match 
the level of increasing need in some areas (e.g. Autistic Spectrum/Social 
Communication Difficulties and Complex Needs at KS 3/4).    
 
The priority for the Directorate is to continue to focus on driving up 
standards in schools and early years settings, and to improve the 
outcomes for all children and young people.  If the cycle of deprivation 
and underachievement is to be broken, a top quality education that meets 
the needs of all children and young people is essential. There are 
considerable benefits to be gained from the realignment of         
mainstream LSCs in ensuring the SEN of all children and young people 
are met and outcomes for pupils are improved. 
 

 • Disruption to pupils 
 
Disruption to pupils will be kept to a minimum.  To achieve this the 
following options have been outlined to parents and most were reassured 
by the options available which included: 
 

o Remain at the LSC until closure or until natural transition 
date 

o Transfer to an alternative LSC 
o Transfer to a mainstream setting with Additional Needs 

Funding 
 
Any changes to pupil placement will be made in consultation with 
parents, school staff and Education Psychologist in line with established 
review practice within Rhondda Cynon Taf. 
 

• Meeting pupils needs 
 

The purpose of these changes is to further enhance the quality of Local 
Authority (LA) provision and to ensure that pupil needs are met more 
effectively.  This will be achieved through: the enhancement of 2 KS3 
LSCs; re-designation of classes to ensure continuity between Foundation 
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Phase and KS2 provision within schools; opportunity to observe and 
assess early years pupils prior to placement.  These changes will also 
address growing need for Autistic Spectrum Disorder/Communication 
Disorder provisions within the LA. 
 

• Concerns over impact on job security 
 
An initial audit of staffing requirements indicates that there is a likelihood 
that there will be more vacancies than there are permanent staff currently 
employed.  Staff will be redeployed where possible in accordance with LA 
policy and procedures. 
 

• Transportation of pupils to alternative provisions 
 
Home to school transport will be provided in line with the Council’s Home 
to School Transport Policy in relation to pupil placement within specialist 
provision. 
 

• Effect of increased integration on the school environment 
 
The LSCs established will receive LA funding which will support 
appropriate staffing.  Relevant training will be provided to affected 
schools to enhance staff expertise and support integration.  Pupil 
numbers requiring specialist placement are not increased overall and it is 
therefore anticipated that there will be negligible impact on the school 
environment. 
 

4.5 
 

Five questionnaires were returned from the Speech and Language 
Therapy Service regarding the proposals and overall comments were 
positive.  Responses suggest there is agreement with the development of 
the Observation and Assessment LSCs, the increase in Communication 
Disorder classes and the extension of the full primary range provision 
within the same setting.  It was noted that changes to the existing SLA for 
Speech and Language provision between the LA and Cwm Taf Local 
Health Board (LHB) would need to be reviewed to account for the 
increase in provision.  One return from this service expressed concerns 
regarding the reduction in speech and language and hearing impaired 
provisions at Capcoch Primary School.  This has been taken into account 
in 6.2 of this report. 
 

4.6 It was not practicable to consult with the individual pupils affected by the 
proposal due to their significant learning needs.  Although full discussions 
were conducted at meetings with parents/carers.  Individual discussions 
were offered to parents/carers in respect of each child. 
 
 
 
 

5 RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO THE PROPOSED LSC 
REALIGNMENT  
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5.1 Following representations made from Cwm Taf LHB during the 

consultation on the proposal to close the LSC for Speech and Language 
in Capcoch Primary School, it is recommended that this LSC remains 
open at this time and that the proposal is reviewed in year 2 of the LSC 
re-alignment plan (from September 2014). The LSC for Hearing Impaired 
pupils in this setting should close as planned. In view of this small 
amendment, it is now recommended that the following changes are 
made: 
 
Learning Support Class Closures: 
 
Capcoch Primary  Primary Provision LSC for Hearing Impairment 
Tonypandy Primary   Key Stage 2 LSC for Autistic Spectrum  
    Disorder 
Tonypandy Primary   Primary Provision LSC for Hearing Impairment 
Alaw Primary   Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning 
    Difficulties x 2 classes 
Llantrisant Primary  Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning 
    Difficulties 
Parc Lewis Primary  Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning 
    Difficulties 
Tonysguboriau Primary  Key Stage 2 LSC for Complex Learning  
    Difficulties 
Tonypandy Com. College   Key Stage 3 / 4 LSC for Hearing Impairment. 
 
New Learning Support Classes to be established: 
 
Ferndale Community  Key Stage 3 / 4 LSC for Complex Learning 
School   Difficulties 
Tonyrefail School   Key Stage 3 / 4 LSC for Complex Learning 
    Difficulties 
 
 
Re-designation of Learning Support Classes (i.e. a change in the 
nature of existing provisions) 
 
Oaklands Primary   Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning 
    Difficulties to become Foundation Phase LSC 
    for Communication Disorder 
Llantrisant Primary   Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning 

         Difficulties to become an Observation  and 
Assessment Class 

Penrhiwceiber Primary  Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning 
    Difficulties LSC to become an Observation 
    and Assessment Class 
Maesybryn Primary  Key Stage 2 LSC for Complex Learning  
    Difficulties LSC to become KS2 LSC for  
    Communication Disorders 
Gwaunmeisgyn Primary  Key Stage 2 LSC for Complex Learning  
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    Difficulties to become Foundation Phase LSC 
    for Complex Learning Difficulties 
 
 
Relocation  
 
Parc Lewis Primary   Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning 
    Difficulties to move to Heol y Celyn Primary 
    (same type of provision) 
 

6. 
 
THE STATUTORY PROCESS / NEXT STEPS 

6.1 The statutory notice for these proposals will indicate the proposed 
realignment of LSC provision as detailed on 3.3 of this report with effect 
from 31st August 2014. 
 

6.2 If agreed by members, statutory notices outlining these prescribed 
alterations will be published at the beginning of March 2014, and will run 
for a period of one month.  During this period, any person or body may 
lodge objections to the proposals. 
 

6.3 Next steps: 
Process Deadline Date 

 
Consultation comments are collated and 
summarised by the Access and Inclusion 
Service. The summary together with the 
Access and Inclusion Service’s responses to 
the comments should be published in a 
consultation report within three months of the 
end of the consultation period. The 
consultation report should then be published 
and reported back to Cabinet.  

19th February 2014 

If agreement is granted by Cabinet to proceed 
with the proposals (this should be within 6 
months of the end of the consultation period), 
the publication of a statutory notice for a one 
month consultation period should follow. This 
notice must be published on a school day and 
within 15 school days (not including the day of 
the publication) of the notice period.  

28th February 2014 – 
31st March 2014 

At the end of a one month statutory notice 
period, if no objections are received, a Cabinet 
decision will be needed to ratify the proposal. 
 
If objections are received, an objection report 
should be drafted outlining the objections and 
the responses to them within 28 days of the 
end of the objection period.  

14th April 2014  
 
 
 

If proposals receive approval or the proposer If approval is secured 
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determines to implement them, they should be 
implemented in accordance with the date given 
in the statutory notice, or any subsequent 
modified date 
 

in the April Cabinet 
meeting and referral to 
Welsh Government is 
not required, the  
3 year plan will be 
implemented in a 
phased manner from 
September 2014.  
 

 

7. 
 
SUMMARY 

7.1 Members will note that of the 14 schools affected by the proposals the 
majority of returns related to Capcoch Primary School. 
 

7.2 In response to the representations made from Cwm Taf LHB regarding 
the proposed closure at Capcoch Primary School of the LSC for Hearing 
Impaired pupils and the closure of the LSC for Speech & Language 
pupils, the LA proposes a minor amendment to the original re-alignment 
plan.    
 
It is recommended that the proposal to close the LSC for Hearing 
Impaired pupils remains unaltered.   
 
However the LA has considered the views of Cwm Taf LHB and is 
proposing that the LSC for Speech and Language remains open at this 
time and that the proposal is reviewed in year 2 of the LSC re-alignment 
plan.   
 

7.3 It is considered that the representations made do not warrant any further 
changes to the proposals. 
 
 

8. 
 
CONCLUSION 

8.1 It is recommended that the proposal to close the LSC for Speech and 
Language in Capcoch Primary School is reconsidered and the LSC 
remains open at this time to and this position will be reviewed in the 
Autumn Term 2014. 
 
The proposal for Capcoch Primary School LSC for Hearing Impaired 
pupils will continue as stated in the consultation. 
 

8.2 With the exception of the above, it is recommended that approval is given 
to progress the planned re-alignment of the LSCs with effect from 31st 
August 2014 and that statutory notices are issued in March 2014.  Please 
refer to Appendix 3 for a schedule of the changes.  These changes, if 
agreed, will ensure that the LA is better equipped to meet the needs of 
pupils with SEN and will ensure a high quality education for all learners 
within Rhondda Cynon Taf. 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

SUMMARY OF SCHOOL CONSULTATION 
 

MEETINGS 7th – 22nd JANUARY 2014 
 
Meetings were held at 3:00pm with the Headteacher, Chair of Governors (in some 
cases) and staff and 3:30pm for parents at the following Primary Schools:  
 
School Date of meeting Attendees 

 
Alaw 
 

07/1/14 Headteacher, 2 x staff, 3 x parents 

Capcoch 08/01/14 5x staff, Chair of Governors, 6 x parents 
 

Gwaunmeisgyn 09/01/14 Headteacher, Chair of Governors, 4 x staff, 
 5 x parents 

Llantrisant 13/01/14 Acting Headteacher, 5 x staff, 10 x parents 
 

Maesybryn 14/01/14 Headteacher, Chair of Governors, 2 x staff, 
4 x parents 

Penrhiwceiber 
 

16/01/14 Headteacher, Deputy Head Teacher, Chair of 
Governors, 2 x staff, 1 x parent  

Oaklands 
 

20/01/14 Headteacher, 2 x staff, 6 x parent/carers 

Tonysguboriau 21/01/14 Headteacher, 2 x staff, 1 x parent 
 

Parclewis 
 

22/01/14 Headteacher, 5 x staff, 2 x parents 

 
The same issues were discussed in the majority of meetings.  Before discussions took 
place Officers provided a background to the proposal, explained the need for changes 
and the impact the proposals would have on the LSC.  Below is a summary of the 
issues raised during the meetings:  
    
 Issues raised Responses 

 
1. Parents/carers felt more re-

assured following the meeting 
and provided very positive 
feedback regarding the quality 
of provision and teachers at 
LSC. 
 

Meetings have all been positive and 
informative.  It is clear LA SEN provision is 
held in high regard and valued by the 
community. 

2. Discussions about individual 
pupils and addressing those 
needs. 

These issues were addressed on an  
individual basis to the satisfaction of majority 
of parents/carers.  Clear options were 
outlined to parents/carers. 
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3. Re-deployment of staff and 
changes of terms and 
conditions of employment. 

Guidance from HR and agreement with 
Trade Unions was outlined to staff.  The 
process for expressing interest in posts in 
specialist provisions was clarified.  Following 
completion of Statutory Notice process 
further discussions will be held with all staff, 
HR and Trade Union representatives.  Staff 
were satisfied with the arrangements 
proposed. 

4. Access to Speech and 
Language Therapy (SALT) 

Where applicable SALT is provided within 
LSC provision in line with the LA SLA with 
Cwm Taf LHB. 

5. Training of staff A skills audit will be undertaken with all 
affected staff and relevant training provided 
where identified.  This will be provided by 
Access & Inclusion Service staff 

6. Continuity within schools 
Foundation Phase (FP) /Key 
Stage (KS) 2 provisions 

It was explained that some schools did not 
have sufficient appropriate accommodation to 
develop primary phase provision across 
FP/KS2.  This is the preferred option of the 
re-alignment plans. 

7. Impact of nursery changes to 
LSC 

This is a matter that is currently being 
determined by the LA.  Parents and schools 
will be kept fully informed of LA decisions.  
Mainstream policy will apply to LSC pupils 
also. 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

CONSULTATION REPORT FOR PROPOSAL TO RE-ALIGN LSC PROVISION ACROSS RCT 
 

Where appropriate comments have been written verbatim 
Agree/ 

Disagree/ 
Unsure 

Respondent Type of 
Consultation 

response 

Comment/Points Raised Additional Information from 
respondent 

LA Response 

Disagree JL 
(mother of 
former LSC 
pupil) 
Capcoch 
Primary 
School 

Questionnaire • Concerned that council would 
consider closing such wonderful 
supportive units where her daughter 
thrived  

• Critical of education received at other 
schools/LSC settings. 

• Very positive about the inclusive 
nature of mainstream school 

• Financial impact on school 
 

 Letter sent 9/1/14 
acknowledging 
response to 
consultation.  The 
purpose of the plan is 
to further enhance the 
excellent SEN provision 
within RCT to better 
meet the needs of SEN 
pupils 

Disagree Parent of 
pupil 
Capcoch 
Primary 
School 

Questionnaire “It’s good for the children that need the 
help and support.” 

 There will continue to 
be LSC provision 
across the LA to 
support pupils with SEN 

Disagree SJ 
Parent of a 
pupil at 
Capcoch 
Primary 
School. 

Questionnaire “Children with these special needs are 
better suited to keeping routine, it will 
cause a lot or upset and unnecessary 
distress to the children” 

“If your child/children had special 
needs and were settled into routine 
why cause upset and distress to them 
when it Is not needed?” 

Parents have been 
advised in meetings 
that any disruption to 
pupils will be kept to a 
minimum 

Disagree BE 
Grandparent 
of pupil at 
Capcoch 
Primary 
School 

Questionnaire “The children in these classes have a 
close, intimate and personal relationship 
with their teachers and the school is 
local.  Their education will not be 
bettered by disruption, longer travelling 
time to school or an uncertain location of 
their new school.” 

“I am a grandparent of a pupil at 
Capcoch.  I am also a parent of a 
partially hearing child, my experience 
is that a deaf child needs as small a 
class as possible, or stable education, 
non excessive travelling and a caring 
and sensitive council that shows 
concern not just lip service.” 

The LA retains a 
primary phase HI 
provision at Llwyncrwn 
Primary School and 
maintains a central 
specialist team to meet 
the needs of HI pupil in 
mainstream settings.  
All transport is in line 
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with LA Home to 
School Travel Policy. 

Agree/ 
Disagree/ 
Unsure 

Respondent Type of 
Consultation 

response 

Comment/Points Raised Additional Information from 
respondent 

LA Response 

Disagree JS O’K 
Parent of 
pupil at 
Capcoch 
Primary 
School 

Questionnaire “Where will it stop, what closes or goes 
on to shorter week, - loss of quality 
teachers of an overburdened school, 
superbly run and full of respected 
teacher/s and long term the suffering of 
our children” 

 All permanent members 
of staff will be protected 
as the LA wishes to 
retain the expertise of 
its specialist staff 

Disagree Parent of 
pupil at Alaw 
Primary 

Questionnaire “My son desperately needs this service 
as he has a daily struggle with school 
life.” 

“If you take this service away from 
Alaw primary.  All the hard work the 
school has done with my son will be 
wasted (Don’t do this)” 

Parents have been 
advised in meetings 
that any disruption to 
pupils will be kept to a 
minimum 

Unsure KW 
Parent of 
pupil in 
Nursery 
Class at Alaw 
Primary 
School 

Questionnaire No comments were provided.   

Agree Parent of 
pupil 
Ferndale 
Community 
School 

Questionnaire “Local children will be able to access 
specialist provision within their local 
community and there will be less demand 
for transporting children out of the area 
thus making savings on costs and the 
environment.” 

 Establishment of 2 KS3 
classes will provide 
opportunity for pupils to 
remain within their own 
community and reduce 
inappropriate requests 
for special school 
education 

Disagree 
/unsure 

LG 
Teacher LSC 

Questionnaire “Concern for my job.  The Unit is doing 
very well and has quite a few complex 
pupils here” 

“I’d like early reassurance that my job 
will be safe.  I feel more complex and 
special school placements need to be 
available throughout RCT although I 
highly agree that an Obs class is a 
really good idea and would be 
beneficial to RCT LS.” 

All permanent members 
of staff will be protected 
as the LA wishes to 
retain the expertise of 
its specialist staff.  The 
additional observation 
and assessment LSC 
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will provide the LA with 
opportunity to better 
meet needs of 
individual pupils with 
SEN 

Agree/ 
Disagree/ 
Unsure 

Respondent Type of 
Consultation 

response 

Comment/Points Raised Additional Information from 
respondent 

LA Response 

Unsure Parent of 
pupil at 
Llantrisant 
Primary 

Questionnaire “We understand the reasons for the 
proposal in the “greater scheme of 
things”, but as the parents of a child at 
the LSC who may be affected by the 
proposal, It makes agreeing to such, 
difficult.” 

“Would like to see infant and junior 
LSC at Llantrisant Primary.” 

Consideration has been 
given to the 
accommodation 
available within each 
affected school.   

Agree 
 
 

LC 
Parent of a 
pupil at 
Gwaunmeisg
yn school 

Questionnaire “By giving pupil’s with complex learning 
difficulties from a young age will give 
them opportunities to be taught to the 
best of their ability that could help the 
pupils later on in the future.” 
 
 
 
 

“If there is only 10 key Stage 2 pupils 
remaining it would make sense to use 
the other class for younger pupils to 
have the support they need.  The child 
would move on to key stage 2 in the 
school.  I think it would give the pupil 
a more secure school environment 
that is vital to any child.” 

One of the aims of the 
plan has been to 
minimise transition for 
pupils with ALN by 
providing the full range 
of FP/KS provision in 
one school 

Disagree JR 
Parent of 
pupil at 
Tonysguboria
-u Primary 
School 

Questionnaire “The children who attend this class have 
very specific needs which were assessed 
upon their entry.  To put them into 
mainstream puts great pressure upon 
teachers/learners alike.” 

“These learners would have gone 
through a rigorous process to get into 
class.  They have needs which 
therefore cannot be addressed in 
mainstream. It is unfair to put this 
pressure upon them also.  It is 
increasingly hard for schools to 
exclude learners – you will set them 
up to fail if you shut this class.” 

Individual pupils will be 
fully reviewed by EP 
and discussions held 
with parents and school 
staff to ensure any 
affected pupil needs 
are meet and 
appropriate provision 
made 

Agree HSH 
School 
Governor 
responsibility 
for SEN at 
Maesybryn 

Questionnaire “It will provide more continuity within the 
school from our foundation phase LSC to 
Key Stage 2.” 
 
 

“That the staffing level of the new KS2 
class is increased to an appropriate 
ratio for pupils with communication 
disorders.” 
 

It is pleasing to note 
that a Governor of an 
affected school views 
the proposals as 
positive 
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Agree/ 
Disagree/ 
Unsure 

Respondent Type of 
Consultation 

response 

Comment/Points Raised Additional Information from 
respondent 

LA Response 

At this 
current 
stage, we 
are unable 
to specify 
as there is 
insufficient 
information. 

Cwm Taf 
Speech and 
Language 
Therapy 
Service 
relating to 
Llantrisant 
Primary 
School 

Questionnaire • The Speech and Language Therapy 
service acknowledges the needs to 
be met and for this to be decided 
following a period of observation and 
assessment in a specialist 
educational provision. 

• It is unclear from the proposal what 
requirement there will be for 
contribution to assessment and 
observation of pupils from external 
services such as Speech and 
Language Therapy. 

There will need to be discussion and 
negotiation between Cwm Taf 
University Health Board and RCT 
regarding specialist Speech and 
Language Therapy provision, which 
may be required for this new 
provision. 

The positive response  
is noted  regarding 
observation and 
assessment provision.  
The SLA is currently 
being reviewed and this 
will include discussions 
on the proposals 

At this 
current 
stage, we 
are unable 
to specify 
as there is 
insufficient 
information 
available 

Cwm Taf 
Speech and 
Language 
Therapy 
Service 
relating to 
Maesybryn 
Primary 
School 

Questionnaire • The Speech and Language Therapy 
service  agrees with the recognition 
that increased provision for pupils 
with Communication Disorders is 
required at Key stage 2 

• The Speech and Language Therapy 
service supports the plan the Key 
stage 1 and Key stage 2 provisions 
are within the same mainstream 
school. 

• It is unclear from the proposal 
whether RCT will be commissioning 
specialist Speech and Language 
Therapy for this new Key stage 2 
Communication Disorder provision, 
as it does for all existing 
Communication Disorder provisions 
in RCT. 
 
 
 
 

There will need to be discussion and 
negotiation between Cwm Taf 
University Health Board and RCT 
regarding specialist Speech and 
Language Therapy provision for this 
new proposed Key Stage 2 
Communication Disorder provision. 

It is noted that these 
responses concur with 
the proposals regarding 
increase in 
Communication 
Disorder placements 
and the planned 
primary phase 
provisions. The SLA is 
currently being 
reviewed and this will 
include discussions on 
the proposals to ensure 
appropriate speech and 
language therapy input 
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Agree/ 
Disagree/ 
Unsure 

Respondent Type of 
Consultation 

response 

Comment/Points Raised Additional Information from 
respondent 

LA Response 

At this 
current 
stage, we 
are unable 
to specify 
as there is 
insufficient 
information 
available 

Cwm Taf 
Speech and 
Language 
Therapy 
Service 
relating to 
Oaklands 
Primary 
School 

Questionnaire • The Speech and Language Therapy 
service agrees with the recognition 
that increased provision for pupils 
with Communication Disorders is 
required at Key stage 1. 

• It is unclear from the proposal 
whether RCT will be commissioning 
specialist Speech and Language 
Therapy for this new Key stage 1 
Communication Disorder provision, 
as it does for all currently existing 
Communication Disorder provisions 
in RCT 

There will need to be discussion and 
negotiation between Cwm Taf 
University Health Board and RCT 
regarding specialist Speech and 
Language Therapy provision for this 
new proposed Key Stage 2 
Communication Disorder provision. 

 It is noted that these 
responses concur with 
the proposals regarding 
increase in 
Communication 
Disorder placements 
and the planned 
primary phase 
provisions. The SLA is 
currently being 
reviewed and this will 
include discussions on 
the proposals to ensure 
appropriate speech and 
language therapy input 

At this 
current 
stage, we 
are unable 
to specify 
as there is 
insufficient 
information 
available 

Cwm Taf 
Speech and 
Language 
Therapy 
Service 
relating to 
Capcoch 
Primary 
School 

Questionnaire • The proposal will result in decreased 
provision for pupils with HI and SLI 
which will result in only one provision 
for each in RCT.  What happens if 
the need increases and rises above 
the 16 for SLI and 8 for HI, which will 
be available 

• The current reduction in demand for 
places in Cap Coch Speech and 
Language provision has not been 
seen throughout RCT.  Numbers 
requiring Speech and Language 
provision at Llwyncrwn remain high.  
Is an additional provision till required 
but in a different, more central 
location? 

• Llwyncrwn is located within the south 
of RCT and any pupils requiring 
specialist HI or Speech and 
Language provision being asked to 

There will need to be discussion and 
negotiation between Cwm Taf 
University Health Board and RCT 
regarding specialist Speech and 
language Therapy provision for pupils 
could previously have attended these 
educational provisions. 
 
The children’s charity @I CAN’ state: 
“Studies have shown that in 5 year 
olds, SLI affects about 2 children in 
every classroom (about 7%)…” 
 
In light of these statistics, is 16 places 
for pupils with SLI across all of RCT 
sufficient. 

The LA has taken into 
account comments 
made and is further 
considering the 
proposals 
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travel long distances to access the 
education placement they need.  This 
could result in parents refusing 
placement due to concerns about the 
distance being travelled and pupils 
with specialist needs remaining in 
mainstream schools without the 
specialist support they require. 

Agree/ 
Disagree/ 
Unsure 

Respondent Type of 
Consultation 

response 

Comment/Points Raised Additional Information from 
respondent 

LA Response 

At this 
current 
stage, we 
are unable 
to specify 
as there is 
insufficient 
information 
available 

Cwm Taf 
Speech and 
Language 
Therapy 
relating to 
Penrhiw-
ceiber 
Primary 
School 

Questionnaire • The Speech and Language Therapy 
service acknowledges the need for 
pupil’s primary educational need to 
be met and for this to be decided 
following a period of observation and 
assessment in a specialist 
Educational provision. 

• It is unclear form the proposal what 
requirement there will be for 
contribution to assessment and 
observation of pupils from external 
services such as Speech and 
Language Therapy. 

There will need to be discussion and 
negotiation between Cwm Taf 
University Health Board and RCT 
regarding specialist Speech and 
Language Therapy provision for this 
new proposed Key Stage 1 
Assessment and Observation 
provision. 

The positive response  
is noted  regarding 
observation and 
assessment provision.  
The SLA is currently 
being reviewed and this 
will include discussions 
on the proposals 

At this 
current 
stage, we 
are unable 
to specify 
as there is 
insufficient 
information 
available 

Cwm Taf 
Speech and 
Language 
Therapy 
relating to 
Penrhiw-
ceiber 
Primary 
School 

Questionnaire • The Speech and Language Therapy 
service acknowledges the need for 
pupil’s primary educational need to 
be met and for this to be decided 
following a period of observation and 
assessment in a specialist 
Educational provision. 

• It is unclear form the proposal what 
requirement there will be for 
contribution to assessment and 
observation of pupils from external 
services such as Speech and 
Language Therapy. 

There will need to be discussion and 
negotiation between Cwm Taf 
University Health Board and RCT 
regarding specialist Speech and 
Language Therapy provision for this 
new proposed Key Stage 1 
Assessment and Observation 
provision. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The positive response  
is noted  regarding 
observation and 
assessment provision.  
The SLA is currently 
being reviewed and this 
will include discussions 
on the proposals 
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Agree/ 
Disagree/ 
Unsure 

Respondent Type of 
Consultation 

response 

Comment/Points Raised Additional Information from 
respondent 

LA Response 

Disagree JJ 
Chair of 
Governors 
Capcoch 
Primary 

Letter 
 
 

Summarised as follows: 
 
• Need for HI & S&L in north of county 
• The proposal disregards the recent 

Estyn Inspection report. 
• School feels downward trend and 

placements in S&L unit is not a trend 
as it has only recently been under 
capacity. 

• The alternative HI provision would be 
over subscribed. 

• The governors feel that there is 
demand for placement at the school 
but it is determined by the LA. 

• Distance and time involved in 
transporting pupils to alternative 
provisions would be too great. 

• Doesn’t’ feel that packages in 
mainstream would be adequate 
alternatives. 

• In conjunction with proposed nursery 
places potential loss of staff will have 
serious impact on the effective 
operation of the school 

• Critical of proposal to establish CDU 
at Oaklands primary  school when 
Capcoch staff has relevant expertise 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Letter sent 28/01/14 
 
The LA has taken into 
account comments 
made and is further 
considering the 
proposals. 
 
Staff at Oaklands 
School have 
experience of meeting 
the needs of pupils with 
Complex Needs.   
 
Hearing impaired  
provision has been  
below capacity for 
many years 

Agree/ Respondent Type of Comment/Points Raised Additional Information from LA Response 
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Disagree/ 
Unsure 

Consultation 
response 

respondent 

 A E 
& 
ANO 
Submitted 
Identical 
letters 
Capcoch 
Primary 

Letter • Referred to Estyn Inspection report 
• Very positive comments about the 

support for pupils attending LSC. 
• Closure of class in conjunction with 

nursery admission will have a 
detrimental effect on structure and 
size of school 

• Distance to an alternative placement 

 Transport will continue 
to be in line with the LA 
Home to School 
Transport Policy.  
Pleasing to hear the 
positive comments 
regarding the LSC 
provision 

Disagree NJ Letter • Provision of SALT and the high 
demand for access to therapy by 
pupils. 

• Does not believe that mainstream 
packages would be adequate to 
support pupils needs 

• Her child’s success is down to their 
placement in LSC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. Letter sent 9/01/14 
acknowledging 
comments.  Individual 
pupils will be fully 
reviewed by EP and 
discussions held with 
parents and school 
staff to ensure any 
affected pupil’s needs 
are met 
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Agree/ 
Disagree/ 
Unsure 

Respondent Type of 
Consultation 

response 

Comment/Points Raised Additional Information from 
respondent 

LA Response 

 Chief 
Executive 
Pontypridd 
Town Council 

Letter • It was noted that there is intended to 
be a proposed increase to the 
services provided to “young people 
with Autistic 
Spectrum/Communications 
Disorders” and this was welcomed as 
a necessary and essential 
improvement. 

• Reservations were expressed 
regarding the reduction in the 
“Hearing/Speech” Services.  It was 
considered that communication skills 
are imperative in our modern society.  
In expressing their concerns 
Members acknowledge the shortage 
in the Health Service for those able to 
provide these services. 

• Concerns were also expressed on 
the potential behavioural impact on 
the main schools of the proposed 
increased pupil integration.  Unless 
significant financial and staffing 
support will be provided it is 
suggested that the effect on the 
school environment will be 
significant.  Members also expressed 
anxiety regarding that the existing 
acknowledged specialism within 
Rhondda Cynon Taff CBC could be 
lost by this change of policy. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Letter sent 28/01/14 
acknowledging 
comments  
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Agree/ 
Disagree/ 
Unsure 

Respondent Type of 
Consultation 

response 

Comment/Points Raised Additional Information from 
respondent 

LA Response 

 D J E mail • Respondent raised concerns over the 
lack of equity in LSC provision 
through the medium of Welsh. 

• Doesn’t feel ANF support is adequate 
to support pupils with severe SEN 
who remain in Welsh medium 
mainstream school. 

 
 
 

 Consideration has 
been given to LSC 
provision through 
medium of Welsh.  
Data analysis indicates 
that current this would 
not be practicable or an 
effective use of 
resources 
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APPENDIX 3 
 

LEARNING SUPPORT CLASS REVIEW IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 
 
 

Academic 
Year 

Open Close  Move Re-designate 
 

2013/14  • Alaw Primary FP 
Complex (1 class) 

• Tonypandy KS 3 / 4 
HI 

• Tonypandy Primary 
HI 

• Tonypandy Primary 
ASD 

• Capcoch Primary HI 

  

    Penrhiwceiber FP Complex 
> 
Pernrhiwceiber FP 
Assessment/Observation 

2014/15  Parc Lewis FP Complex 
(1 class) 

Parc Lewis  
FP Complex 
moves to 
Heol y 
Celyn FP 
Complex 

 

    Oaklands KS2 Complex > 
Oaklands FP CDU 

    Maesybryn KS2 Complex > 
Maesybryn KS2 CDU 

 Ferndale KS 
3 /4 Complex 
 Tonyrefail 
KS 3 / 4 
Complex 

   

  Alaw Primary FP 
Complex (1 class) 
Tonysguboriau KS2 
Complex 

 

 Gwaunmeisgyn KS2 
Complex > FP Complex 

  Llantrisant FP Complex 
 

 Llantrisant FP 
Assessment/Observation 
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