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COUNCIL MEETING 16TH DECEMBER 2020 

AMENDMENT TO THE NOTICE OF MOTION AS SET OUT IN ITEM 10 (B) OF THE 

COUNCIL AGENDA 

In accordance with Procedural Rule 10.4.1 of Part 4 of the Council Constitution the 
following amendments were received in the names of:- Councillors P Jarman, E 
Webster, H Fychan, G Davies, A Chapman, S Evans, L Jones, E Stephens, S Rees 
Owen, M Weaver, J Williams, A Cox, D Grehan, E Griffiths, K Morgan, J Cullwick, J 
Davies:-  

The effects of inequality and poverty on life chances are multi-faceted and well 
documented, with the impact of the global pandemic not only exposing the financial 
hardships that families across the country and beyond face, but also exacerbating the 
significant strain placed on our economy through mass job losses and the collapse of 
many businesses. 

The need to provide a safety net has never been more urgent, and it is little wonder to 
see calls continuing to grow for the introduction of a Universal Basic Income (UBI) 
scheme.  UBI would see everyone being paid a fixed sum by the Government to cover 
basic costs, regardless of whether they are rich or poor, or working or unemployed.  It 
is clear that the current benefits scheme is broken, with millions suffering undue 
hardship through the inherent problems with the Universal Credit system, and the 
implementation of a universal benefit scheme would not only reduce poverty and 
inequality, but would also provide a more robust system of financial security to those 
families experiencing financial hardships. 

In October of this year, a majority of Members of the Senedd from across a number of 
political parties supported a Notice of Motion tabled by Jack Sargeant MS calling on 
the Welsh Government to implement a UBI trial in Wales and to lobby the U.K. 
Government for funding to extend this across Wales.  During the debate, the Welsh 
Government’s Finance Minister & Trefnydd highlighted that rolling out a Universal 
Basic Income scheme set at the living wage across Wales could cost around £35bn a 
year – a sum that is twice the size of the Welsh Government’s budget.  It is clear that 
any such future pilot would require significant financial support from the Westminster 
Government. 

{Add: This Council resolves to continue to work with UBI Lab Wales Network in the 
development of proposals for a pilot in the County and further resolves that we 
invite UBI Lab Network RCT to a future meeting of Full Council to inform Members of 
progress in their campaign of promoting UBI locally and nationally}. 
 
As the implementation of a trial falls outside the scope of the statutory powers of the 
Local Authority, this Council therefore resolves for the Leader of the Council to write 
to the First Minister {add: and all Party Leaders represented at the Senedd} to 
express this Council’s interest in forming part of any pilot scheme introduced for 
Universal Basic Income. 
 
{Add: In recognition that the primary onus of responsibility for the overall funding of 
UBI rests with the UK Government, this Council further resolves to send a copy of 
this motion to the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, the Chancellor of the 
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Exchequer and to the Leaders of all of the Parties that are represented in the UK 
Parliament}. 

The motion amended will read: 

The effects of inequality and poverty on life chances are multi-faceted and well 
documented, with the impact of the global pandemic not only exposing the financial 
hardships that families across the country and beyond face, but also exacerbating the 
significant strain placed on our economy through mass job losses and the collapse of 
many businesses. 

The need to provide a safety net has never been more urgent, and it is little wonder to 
see calls continuing to grow for the introduction of a Universal Basic Income (UBI) 
scheme.  UBI would see everyone being paid a fixed sum by the Government to cover 
basic costs, regardless of whether they are rich or poor, or working or unemployed.  It 
is clear that the current benefits scheme is broken, with millions suffering undue 
hardship through the inherent problems with the Universal Credit system, and the 
implementation of a universal benefit scheme would not only reduce poverty and 
inequality, but would also provide a more robust system of financial security to those 
families experiencing financial hardships. 

In October of this year, a majority of Members of the Senedd from across a number of 
political parties supported a Notice of Motion tabled by Jack Sargeant MS calling on 
the Welsh Government to implement a UBI trial in Wales and to lobby the U.K. 
Government for funding to extend this across Wales.  During the debate, the Welsh 
Government’s Finance Minister & Trefnydd highlighted that rolling out a Universal 
Basic Income scheme set at the living wage across Wales could cost around £35bn a 
year – a sum that is twice the size of the Welsh Government’s budget.  It is clear that 
any such future pilot would require significant financial support from the Westminster 
Government. 

This Council resolves to continue to work with UBI Lab Wales Network in the 
development of proposals for a pilot in the County and further resolves that we 
invite UBI Lab Network RCT to a future meeting of Full Council to inform Members of 
progress in their campaign of promoting UBI locally and nationally. 
 
As the implementation of a trial falls outside the scope of the statutory powers of the 
Local Authority, this Council therefore resolves for the Leader of the Council to write 
to the First Minister and all Party Leaders represented at the Senedd, to express this 
Council’s interest in forming part of any pilot scheme introduced for Universal Basic 
Income. 
 
In recognition that the primary onus of responsibility for the overall funding of UBI 
rests with the UK Government, this Council further resolves to send a copy of this 
motion to the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and to the Leaders of all of the Parties that are represented in the UK 
Parliament. 
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