Proposal to close Hawthorn Primary, Heol y Celyn Primary and Hawthorn High
Schools and to create a new 3 – 16 school on the adjacent sites of the current
Hawthorn Primary and Hawthorn High Schools
Community Impact Assessment
This assessment is prepared in accordance with guidance contained within Annex C
of the new statutory guidance circular 011/2018, the School Organisation Code,
which will be implemented with effect from 1st November 2018.
This proposal is being consulted on between 15th October 2018 and 31st January
2019, as part of a wider consultation regarding the reorganisation of school provision
in the Pontypridd and Hawthorn areas of Rhondda Cynon Taf. A detailed
consultation document has been circulated to all prescribed consultees. Copies have
been forwarded to the WG in compliance with consultation and publication
guidelines. The document advises of the availability of all required Impact
Assessments and informs all consultees as to how they can obtain copies if they
require them.
At the current time, the percentage of pupils attending the respective schools who
reside within the catchment areas of those schools are as follows:




Hawthorn Primary – 46%
Heol y Celyn Primary – 75%
Hawthorn High – 85%

A significant percentage (40%) of the children attending Hawthorn Primary School, or
97 children in total actually reside in the adjacent catchment area of Heol y Celyn
Primary; some actually live in the same street that Heol y Celyn is situated in. We do
not consider therefore that transferring the English Medium stream of Heol y Celyn to
the new 3 -16 provision at Hawthorn will have an adverse effect on either the children
or the local community, as many parents are already exercising their right to choose
this school for their children.
The two Primary schools offer breakfast clubs to all pupils at present; we will
recommend that this provision should continue in the new 3 - 16 school if these
proposals are agreed.
Neither of the two Primary schools are used outside of school hours by community
organisations; any usage made is by school based groups such as the PTA. Both
offer after school clubs to their pupils, Heol y Celyn has football, netball and
gymnastics clubs on three evenings a week and Hawthorn has various clubs running
on three evenings a week.
The Secondary school runs a full programme of extra-curricular activities after school
each day. The full facilities of the current Secondary school will be available for the
younger children to use, under supervision, so the programme of after school
activities available to them can in fact be enhanced and extended.

There is a swimming pool on the High school site that is also open to the public; the
organisation and running of this facility will not change as a result of these proposals.
This proposal seeks to enhance the school accommodation and facilities available to
both Primary and Secondary aged pupils resident in the Hawthorn area , to cater for
all children who may attend the school in the future from its catchment area (which
will differ for the Primary and Secondary departments of the new proposed 3 – 16
School). This is not a rural area, and the existence of so many other schools and
other community facilities within a short distance means that it is not deemed
necessary to consider the enhancement of other community facilities that may exist
in the local area.
The catchment area for Primary aged pupils who may attend the new 3 – 16 school
will be that of the current Hawthorn Primary and the English medium stream of Heol y
Celyn, combined. The distance between the Heol y Celyn site and the site of the new
school is just 1 mile; this is the driving distance, the walking distance is shorter.
Hawthorn Primary School is located immediately adjacent to the Hawthorn High
School site and the distance between them is just a few metres.
No address within the extended Primary age catchment area will qualify for free
home to school transport on the grounds of distance, as the furthest addresses from
the new school site are all within the qualifying distance, which is 1.5 miles for
Primary aged pupils in Rhondda Cynon Taf. The furthest address on the eastern side
of the catchment area is 0.9 miles; on the upper western side of the catchment area it
is 1.2 miles. It is not considered that these distances will be a barrier to any child who
wishes to participate in the pre, and after school provision that will be offered at the
new 3 - 16 School in the future; all pupils will be given equal access and
encouragement to participate in as many activities as they wish. Having all Primary
aged pupils in the Hawthorn area in one school, along with their elder siblings who
may attend the Secondary department is considered to be of benefit to parents in
future, as their children’s school provision will be located on one site, as opposed to
being a mile apart as it is at present
The catchment area of the Secondary section of the new school will remain as it is
for the existing Hawthorn High School, with the addition of the catchment area of
Gwauncelyn Primary School, Tonteg, and the omission of the catchment area of
Coedpenmaen Primary School, Pontypridd. The Graig area of Pontypridd will also be
omitted. Transportation for children will be provided in accordance with the Council’s
Learner Travel Policy in force at the time of the transfer of school provisions to the
new 3 - 16 School. Assessments will be undertaken in accordance with legislation in
force and will involve the application of both distance and dangerous route criteria, if
applicable.

