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COFNOD O BENDERFYNIAD WEDI'l DDIRPRWYO GAN SWYDDOG
RECORD OF KEY OFFICER DELEGATED DECISION

Penderfyniad Allweddol | Key Decision v

PWNC | SUBJECT: NEW HACKNEY CARRIAGE TARIFFS FOR RCT

DIBEN YR ADRODDIAD | PURPOSE OF THE REPORT:
The purpose of the report is to seek approval for new tariffs in respect of Hackney Carriage journeys

carried out by Hackney Carriage vehicles licenced to operate within the County Borough of
Rhondda Cynon Taf.

PENDERFYNIAD WEDI'l DDIRPRWYO | DELEGATED DECISION:

Approval is given to implement the new hackney carriage tariffs for Hackney Carriages licensed to
operate in Rhondda Cynon Taf with an effective commencement date of 315t August 2022.

2

Louise Davies 25.07.22

Llofnod y Prif Swyddog Enw (priflythrennau) Dyddiad
Chief Officer Signature Name (Print Name Date

Mae'r penderfyniad yn cael ei wneud yn unol ag Adran 15 o Ddeddf Llywodraeth Leol 2000
(Swyddogaethau'r Corff Gweithredol) ac yn y cylch gorchwyl sy wedi'i nodi yn Adran 5 o Ran
3 o Gyfansoddiad y Cyngor.

The decision is taken in accordance with Section 15 of the Local Government Act, 2000 (Executive
Functions) and in the terms set out in Section 5 of Part 3 of the Council’s Constitution.



YMGYNGHORI | CONSULTATION

25.07.22

LLOFNOD YR AELOD YMGYNGHOROL O'R CABINET
CONSULTEE CABINET MEMBER SIGNATURE DYDDIAD | DATE

LLOFNOD SWYDDOG YMGYNGHOROL
CONSULTEE OFFICER SIGNATURE DYDDIAD | DATE

WILL THIS DECISION HAVE AN IMPACT ON THE WARD?
A FYDD Y PENDERFYNIAD YMA’N CAEL EFFAITH ARYY WARD?

BYDD | YES x NA FYDD | NO

Any further comments/Need for Local Member to be informed:
Unrhyw sylwadau pellach/Oes angen rhoi gwybod i’r Aelod Lleol?:




RHEOLAU'R WEITHDREFN GALW-I-MEWN | CALL IN PROCEDURE RULES.

A YW'R PENDERFYNIAD YN UN BRYS A HEB FOD YN DESTUN PROSES GALW-I-MEWN
GAN Y PWYLLGOR TROSOLWG A CHRAFFU?:

IS THE DECISION DEEMED URGENT AND NOT SUBJECT TO CALL-IN BY THE OVERVIEW
AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE:

YDY | YES NAC YDY | NOY

Rheswm dros fod yn fater brys | Reason for Urgency:

Os yw'n cael ei ystyried yn fater brys - llofnod y Llywydd, y Dirprwy Llywydd neu Bennaeth
y Gwasanaeth Cyflogedig yn cadarnhau cytundeb fod y penderfyniad arfaethedig yn
rhesymol yn yr holl amgylchiadau iddo gael ei drin fel mater brys, yn unol & rheol
gweithdrefn trosolwg a chraffu 17.2:

If deemed urgent - signature of Presiding Officer or Deputy Presiding Officer or Head of Paid
Service confirming agreement that the proposed decision is reasonable in all the circumstances for
it being treated as a matter of urgency, in accordance with the overview and scrutiny procedure rule
17.2:

(LIlywydd |Presiding Officer) (Dyddiad | Date)

DS - Os yw hwn yn benderfyniad sy'n cael ei ail-ystyried yna does dim modd galw'r
penderfyniad i mewn a bydd y penderfyniad yn dod i rym o'r dyddiad mae'r penderfyniad
wedi'i lofnodi.

NB - If this is a reconsidered decision then the decision cannot be Called In and the decision will
take effect from the date the decision is signed.




AT DDEFNYDD Y SWYDDFA YN UNIG | FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

DYDDIADAU CYHOEDDI A GWEITHREDU | PUBLICATION & IMPLEMENTATION DATES

CYHOEDDI | PUBLICATION
Cyhoeddi ar Wefan y Cyngor | Publication on the Council’'s Website:- _ 26.07.22

DYDDIAD | DATE

GWEITHREDU'R PENDERFYNIAD | IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISION

Nodwch: Fydd y penderfyniad hwn ddim yn dod i rym nac yn cael ei weithredu’n llawn nes cyn pen
3 diwrnod gwaith ar 6l ei gyhoeddi. Nod hyn yw ei alluogi i gael ei “Alw i Mewn” yn unol a Rheol
17.1, Rheolau Gweithdrefn Trosolwg a Chraffu.

Note: This decision will not come into force and may not be implemented until the expiry of 3 clear working
days after its publication to enable it to be the subject to the Call-In Procedure in Rule 17.1 of the Overview
and Scrutiny Procedure Rules.

Yn amodol ar y drefn "Galw i Mewn", caiff y penderfyniad ei roi ar waith ar / Subject to Call In the
implementation date will be

_01.08.22
DYDDIAD / DATE

WEDI'l GYMERADWYO I'W GYHOEDDI: v | APPROVED FOR PUBLICATION :v




Rhagor o wybodaeth | Further Information:

Cyfadran | Directorate:

Public Health, Protection & Community Services

Enw'r Person Cyswillt |
Contact Name:

Martyn Owen

Swydd | Designation:

Assistant Licensing Manager

Rhif Ffén |
Telephone Number:

07384456967




RHONDDA CYNON TAF COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL
DELEGATED OFFICER DECISION
NEW HACKNEY CARRIAGE TARIFFS FOR RCT

REPORT OF DIRECTOR - PUBLIC HEALTH, PROTECTION AND
COMMUNITY SERVICES

Author(s): Martyn Owen - Assistant Licensing Manager
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PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

The purpose of the report is to seek approval for new tariffs in respect of Hackney
Carriage journeys carried out by Hackney Carriages vehicles licenced to operate
within the County Borough of Rhondda Cynon Taf.

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that approval is given to implement the new hackney carriage
tariffs for Hackney Carriages licensed to operate in Rhondda Cynon Taf with an
effective commencement date of the 315t August 2022.

BACKGROUND

The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 makes provision
for a Council to set a prescribed rate or table of fares (tariff) operable within
their district.

This provision applies only to Hackney Carriages, as Private Hire Vehicles are
deemed to be hired under a separate provision that does not afford the regulation
of fares.

Since the inception of Rhondda Cynon Taf on the 15t April 1996 (Local Government
Reorganisation), the Council has elected to operate a specified tariff of fares.

The tariff is a directive of the maximum charge that may be made. Licensees may
charge below that rate (should market forces or conscience dictate) but must not
charge in excess of it.

Consequently, the tariff does not dictate how licensees operate their business but
does provide an element of protection for members of the public.

It is a condition that:
(i) The current tariff be displayed in a licensed vehicle.

(i) The Taxi Meter in a vehicle be programmed with the current tariff, as
approved by the Licensing Authority.
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It is recognised that there is limited public awareness as to the tariff structure and it
is difficult to calculate the cost of the proposed journey. However, the display on the
Taxi Meter indicates to the passenger the maximum fare that can be charged for
their journey.

The Licensing Authority should ensure that a review of taxi meter tariffs within the
Borough is undertaken every 3 years, subject to extenuating circumstances that
may require consideration of an earlier review.

OVERVIEW OF REVIEW

The ‘Unite’ taxi union have requested consideration of the current tariff for meter
charges on Hackney Carriages.

The last Hackney Carriage meter rate increase within Rhondda Cynon Taf was in
2012, almost a decade ago and much has changed since then.

Requirements for cleaner & greener vehicles are pivotal for the Authority in its aim
to become a carbon neutral Authority. This is in line with electric vehicle charging
strategy 2021-2030.

The recent pandemic has caused the taxi trade to suffer losses in income which has
had a further impact on the ability to purchase vehicles that will be compliant with
the aim and ambition of Welsh Government and RCT Council. Such vehicles come
at a much higher cost to the drivers and operators. These costs depend on whether
the vehicles are fully electric, hybrid or even Euro 6 compliant.

Since the last increase in meter rates for RCT licensed Hackney vehicles, the cost
of operating a hackney carriage has risen dramatically. In July 2012, the average
petrol price was £1.32 per litre. Diesel was £1.37 per litre. As of April 15t 2022, petrol
averages at £1.63 and diesel at £1.77 per litre. (source - www.racfoundation.org)

This represents at 23.5% increase in petrol costs and a 29.4% increase in diesel
costs, based purely on date-to-date comparison.

The AA Fuel Price Report shows that the cost of diesel has increased from a Wales
average of 122.2p per litre in March 2018 to 151.0p per litre in February 2022.
Unleaded 95 Octane petrol has also increased during the same period from 119.3p
per litre to 147.2p per litre. It should be noted that since February 2022 (the latest
AA fuel report available at time of writing) the cost of fuel has risen significantly.

Inflation as measured by the Retail Price Index averaged 3.1 across 2012. Today,
RPI inflation sits at 8.2% and the lesser CPI at 6.2%. Inflation across the whole of
2021 alone was 7.5%. The 6.2% inflation rate for the CPI in the United Kingdom is
at a 30-year high.

The current fee for Tariff 1 per two mile is £5.20, this is the lowest of all neighbouring
authorities surrounding the Borough and well below the UK national average of
£6.17.

The proposed Tariffs are outlined below. The proposed tariff 1 for two miles is £5.80,
which is considered by officers to be a proportionate increase and is supported by
the consultation undertaken with the trade and public, however this remains below


http://www.racfoundation.org/
https://www.theaa.com/driving-advice/driving-costs/fuel-prices

the UK national average of £6.17, which can be seen in the ‘National Hackney Fares
table’ taken from private hire monthly magazine (copy attached as Appendix 1).

Proposed Taxi Meter Increase

Below is a comparison table for current RCT tariffs and the proposed tariffs,
indicating a journey based on 2 miles, 5 miles and 10 miles.

Tariff 1 (up to 4 passengers) increase from £3.60 base rate and 1/16% to

£4.00 base rate and 1/18!" thereafter.

Distance Current price New price
2 mile £5.20 £5.80

5 mile £10.00 £11.20

10 mile £18.00 £20.20

Tariff 2 (up to 4 passengers) increase from £3.90 base rate and 1/18t" to £4.50

base rate and 1/20 thereafter.

Distance Current price New price
2 mile £5.70 £6.50

5 mile £10.80 £12.50

10 mile £19.80 £22.50

Tariff 3 (5 to 8 persons) increase from £4.50

base rate and 1/20 thereafter.

base rate and 1/18" to £5.00

Distance Current price New price
2 mile £6.30 £7.00

5 mile £11.70 £13.00

10 mile £20.70 £23.00

Tariff 4 (5 to 8 persons) increase from £4.90

base rate and 1/12t thereafter.

base rate and 1/10t

to £5.40

Distance Current price New price
2 mile £6.90 £7.80

5 mile £12.90 £15.00

10 mile £22.90 £27.00

Tariff 5 is double the rate for tariff 1.
Tariff 6 is double the rate for tariff 3.

¢ Fouling of the vehicle to increase from £45.00 to £55.00.
e Waiting time to increase from £13.00 to £15.00.
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e Christmas Day and New Year’s Day double tariff 1 and 3 to start at the
following times:

- 6pm Christmas Eve to midnight Christmas Day.
- 6pm New Year's Eve to midnight New Year’s Day.

The table below shows a comparison for Welsh Local Authorities on Tariff 1, 2 mile
average as of April 2022, including the year they were last amended, though some
of these are under review and may be subject to increases. The Welsh national
average based on the below table is £5.72, though this is likely to increase due to
other Authorities reviewing their rates.

Local Authority Price Year last increased
Carmarthenshire £6.80 2022
Pembrokeshire £6.30 2019
Cardiff £6.10 2018
Conwy £6.00 2019
Gwynedd £6.00 2019
Vale of Glamorgan £6.00 2018
Bridgend £5.80 2018
Flintshire £5.80 2020
Monmouthshire £5.70 2011
Swansea £5.70 2018
Denbighshire £5.60 2018
Newport £5.60 2015
Wrexham £5.60 2011
Merthyr £5.50 2020
Torfaen £5.50 2018
Ceredigion £5.46 2018
Neath & Port Talbot £5.46 2019
Caerphilly £5.40 2018
Powys £5.40 2018
Blaenau Gwent £5.20 2018
Rhondda Cynon Taf £5.20 2012




4.12 Explanation of each tariff is as follows:

5.1

6.1

7.1

8.1

9.1

9.2

Tariff 1 Prices apply during hours of 7am - 7pm (for 1- passengers)

Tariff 2 Prices apply during hours of 7pm - 7am + Sundays & Bank
holidays (for 1-4 passengers)

Tariff 3 Prices apply during hours of 7am - 7pm (for 5-8
passengers)

Tariff 4 Prices apply during hours of 7pm - 7am + Sundays & Bank
holidays (for 5-8 passengers)

Tariff 5 Double tariff 1 on Christmas & New Year

Tariff 6 Double tariff 3 on Christmas & New Year

EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY IMPLICATIONS

An Equality Impact Assessment (EglA) form has been prepared for the purpose of
this report. It is deemed the impact of this tariff rise has a neutral effect as it does
not put any person at a disadvantage because of their protected characteristic.

WELSH LANGUAGE IMPLICATIONS

A Welsh Language Impact assessment has been completed. It is deemed that the
amendments proposed are demographic neutral and will not negatively impact on
Welsh language.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATION(S)

This report does not have any financial implications for the Council as it relates to
charges levied by the hackney carriage trade for journeys the public pay to
undertake in their vehicles.

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OR LEGISLATION CONSIDERED

Section 65 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 was
considered which provides legislation for setting of fares for Hackney Carriages.

LINKS TO THE CORPORATE AND NATIONAL PRIORITIES AND THE WELL-
BEING OF FUTURE GENERATIONS ACT

The Hackney Carriage & Private Hire Vehicle trade provides an essential service to
all members of the public. It is inclusive of all including those who are vulnerable
and those with disabilities, for whom wheelchair accessible vehicles can be utilised.

A safe and suitable taxi fleet is instrumental in assisting to sustain a vibrant
economy. Licensed vehicles are used to transport children to schools, by the public
to attend medical appointments, for shopping, to go on vacation and assists in
transporting people home safely within the night-time economy.
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This report has been considered for evidence of the Five Ways of Working and how
it may contribute to our Well-being Objectives.

e Prevention and collaboration: the purpose of this regulatory function is to protect
the public through approved meter tariffs.

e Involvement: Any increase in taxi fares is subject to public consultation before
the Council may consider any changes.

e Collaboration: The Licensing department meets regularly with ‘Unite’ union who
representative a large number of the taxi trade within RCT, to discuss topics
relevant to the trade.

CONSULTATION

The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 states consultation is
required for 14 days on any changes to tariffs. A consultation commenced on 16"
June 2022, with advertisements posted in Pontypridd Observer, Rhondda Leader
and Cynon Leader. The taxi trade within RCT were all sent details electronically.

Only three comments were received during the consultation process, all from the
trade. Only one of the comments provides relative information and feedback. All
comments can be seen at Appendix 2.

There are no public objections.

The consultation has not provided any significant concerns that require re-
consideration of the draft proposal that was subject to consultation.

CONCLUSION

The Tariffs in RCT have not been reviewed for 10 years; during this time much has
changed including the fuel prices being the highest in history, maintenance of
vehicles and the unprecedented pandemic which has had an adverse impact on the
costs associated with operating hackney carriage vehicles.

It is proposed that the increase in tariffs is approved to enable the taxi trade to be
able to be viable in their business, which in turn provides a service to the community.

Other nearby local authorities have or are increasing their rates. Without an increase
in RCT rates there is a high probability that drivers will either leave the trade
altogether or get licensed in other local authorities. It is considered that the proposed
increase is proportionate and reasonable.



LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

AS AMENDED BY

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985

RHONDDA CYNON TAF COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL

DELEGATED OFFICER DECISION

REPORT OF DIRECTOR — PUBLIC HEALTH, PROTECTION & COMMUNITY
SERVICES

NEW HACKNEY CARRIAGE TARIFFS FOR RCT

Background Papers

None

Officer to contact

Martyn Owen — Assistant Licensing Manager — Tel: 07384456967
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Appendix 2

e Consultation comment No.1 Received 15.06.22

That's a joke

e Consultation comment No. 2 Received 16.06.22

Morning Jolene

Thank you for this. My PHL licence issue is the receipt of a licence from the WELSH
TRAFFIC OFFICE and a comprehensive explanation of the delay caused to bus
services.

This further RCT Issue adds further meat to my bone with your authority being
dysfunctional. THE EXCEPTION being concessionary payments.

e Consultation comment No. 3 Received 18.06.22

HI

We have a query with the new proposed Tariffs.

The proportional difference in the increase at Tariff 2 between 1-4 Seaters and 5 - 8
Seaters is NOT comparable and will not give any 1- 4 seater cars any incentive to
work in the evenings.

5 - 8 Seater

20p per 1/10mile = £2.00 per mile - CURRENT RATE
20p per 1/12 mile = £2.40 per mile - PROPOSED RATE

The easiest way to show this is by looking at a 10 mile journey

The below table shows the difference between the current Tariffs and proposed
Tariffs

CAR (1 - 4 Seats) MPV/ 8 Seaters (5 - 8 Seats)
Original T1 £18.00 Original T3 £20.70
Proposed T1 £20.20 Proposed T3 £23.00

Difference £2.20 Difference £2.30

Original T2 £20.10 Original T4 £22.90
Proposed T2 £22.50 Proposed T4 £27.00

Difference £2.40 Difference £4.10

The above table shows that a Car (1 - 4 seats) Driver has an incentive of just £2.30
to drive 10 miles (an increase of 20p from previous rate) in the evening opposed to a
MPV/ 8 Seater Driver who has an incentive of £4.00 to drive in the evening (an
increase of £1.80 from previous rate).
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This does not give any incentive for a car (1 - 4 seats) to work in the evenings at this
rate, leaving our elderly and vulnerable community once again disadvantaged as
access issues into the large vehicles are an issue for them.

It can easily be seen from the below table the increases are not consistent
T1T2T3T4

Current £1.60 £1.80 £1.80 £2.00 - 20p increments

Proposed £1.80 £2.00 £2.00 £2.40 - 20p increments with exception of T4

There is already a problem with the public not being able to get a taxi in the evenings
and this will just add to the problem of incentivising the cars to work in the evenings
Can you come back to me please regarding the justification of this differential for
Tariff 4

Thanks
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