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REALIGNMENT OF LEARNING SUPPORT CLASSES FOR PUPILS WITH SPECIAL 
EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

1. 
 
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To advise Members of the outcome of the recent statutory notice 
consultation in respect of the proposal to realign mainstream Learning 
Support Class (LSC) provision within Rhondda Cynon Taf. 
 

2. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Members are recommended to:- 
 

2.1 Note that the Council has received no objections to the proposals during 
the statutory consultation period. 
 

2.2 Consider the responses received from ESTYN during the initial 
consultation period and the officer response to the queries raised. 
 

2.2 Approve the implementation of the proposals to realign the Learning 
Support Classes. 
 
 

3. 
 
BACKGROUND 

3.1 On the 8th October 2013, Cabinet approval was given to begin a process 
of consultation on a proposal to realign mainstream LSC provision, to 
take effect from 31st August 2014. 

 
3.2 Rhondda Cynon Taf has excellent Special Educational Needs (SEN) 

provision attached to mainstream schools which can be accessed without 
a Statement of SEN.  Data analysis tells us that there is an imbalance 
between primary and secondary provisions and that the current provisions 
do not match the level of increasing need in some areas.  This includes 
LSCs for pupils with Autistic Spectrum/Social Communication Difficulties 
(all age ranges) and Complex Needs (Key Stage 3/4).  In addition, there is 
a clearly identified need to improve provision for children in the early years 
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that require more ongoing observation and assessment to identify 
accurately primary needs and specialist placement, or to inform more 
individualised packages of support in mainstream settings.    
 

3.3 The number of LSC placements available for pupils to access currently is 
428.  Following the changes there will be 410 placements available which 
equates to a decrease of 18 placements.  In September 2013 there was 
an identified surplus of 40 places.  When comparing current and proposed 
provisions there will be an overall reduction of 8 classes, but as 4 classes 
are already empty this will only result in a reduction in 18 placements 
overall.  The proposals will address the low demand for some provisions 
and the high demand for others, thus ensuring a better fit between pupil 
needs and placement. 
 
Following consultation it is recommended that the following changes are 
made: 
 
Learning Support Class Closures: 
 
Capcoch Primary  Primary Provision LSC for Hearing Impairment 
Tonypandy Primary   Key Stage 2 LSC for Autistic Spectrum   
    Disorder 
Tonypandy Primary   Primary Provision LSC for Hearing Impairment 
Alaw Primary   Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning  
    Difficulties x 2 classes 
Llantrisant Primary  Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning  
    Difficulties 
Parc Lewis Primary  Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning  
    Difficulties 
Tonysguboriau Primary  Key Stage 2 LSC for Complex Learning   
    Difficulties 
Tonypandy Com. College   Key Stage 3 / 4 LSC for Hearing Impairment. 
 
New Learning Support Classes to be established: 
 
Ferndale Community  Key Stage 3 / 4 LSC for Complex Learning 
School   Difficulties 
Tonyrefail School   Key Stage 3 / 4 LSC for Complex Learning  
    Difficulties 
 
Re-designation of Learning Support Classes (i.e. a change in the 
nature of existing provisions) 
 
Oaklands Primary   Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning  
    Difficulties to become Foundation Phase LSC  
    for Communication Disorder 
Llantrisant Primary   Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning  

       Difficulties to become an Observation  and 
Assessment Class 

Penrhiwceiber Primary  Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning  
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    Difficulties LSC to become an Observation  
    and Assessment Class 
Maesybryn Primary  Key Stage 2 LSC for Complex Learning   
    Difficulties LSC to become KS2 LSC for   
    Communication Disorders 
Gwaunmeisgyn Primary  Key Stage 2 LSC for Complex Learning   
    Difficulties to become Foundation Phase LSC  
    for Complex Learning Difficulties 
 
Relocation  
 
Parc Lewis Primary   Foundation Phase LSC for Complex Learning  
    Difficulties to move to Heol y Celyn Primary  
    (same type of provision) 
 

4. 
 
FEEDBACK FROM ESTYN 

4.1 As part of the consultation process, the Council is required to bring to the 
attention of Elected Members all correspondence received, together with 
the responses provided, in order that due consideration can be given to all 
the issues raised during the initial consultation period.  This was 
completed and reported to Cabinet in February 2014. 
 

4.2 Unfortunately since that report was submitted it has come to light that 
correspondence from ESTYN was not included in the Consultation 
Feedback Report.  The documentation had been forwarded to the 
incorrect and invalid email address so had not been received by the 
Council.  To ensure the points raised by ESTYN are noted please refer to 
Appendices 1, 2 & 3 which provides a summary of the main points raised 
for each LSC proposal. 
 
The main issues raised were as follows: 
 

• 5 proposals did not provide enough detail regarding surplus places 
the school would have when implementing the proposals; 

• 4 proposals did not provide enough detail on the distance pupils 
would be required to travel to access the nearest LSC, the time that 
journey would take and impact on families; 

• 4 proposals did not provide any disadvantages of the proposals; 
• 3 proposals did not provide an alternative to the proposal 

suggested; 
• 4 proposals did not provide enough detail on the outcomes of 

school, quality of leadership at the school and consortium views. 
  
4.3 We have considered the issues, raised and have set out below our 

responses. 
 

• 5 proposals did not provide enough detail regarding surplus places 
the school would have when implementing the proposals 
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Of the 5 proposals identified within the ESTYN responses as not detailing 
the affect on surplus places: 1 relates to a LSC that is due to close and 
does not currently have any pupils attending, 1 relates to  a new LSC 
which will provide 14 pupils with a KS3/4 provision, 2 relate to classes that 
are being re-designated therefore there is a nil affect as the school already 
has a LSC provision with the same number of designated places available 
and 1 relates to a school that has both a LSC being closed and re-
designated.  The numbers of pupils accessing the LSCs are so low when 
compared to the number of pupils on school rolls there will be no impact 
on surplus places. 
 

 • 4 proposals did not provide enough detail on the distance pupils 
would be required to travel to the nearest LSC, the time that journey 
would take and impact on families 
 

All proposals stated that home to school transport will be provided in line 
with the Council’s Home to School Transport Policy in relation to pupil 
placement within specialist provision.  No pupil will be required to travel in 
excess of the agreed Council policy.  Disruption to pupils will be kept to a 
minimum.  Any changes to pupil placement will be made in consultation 
with a parents, school staff and Education Psychologist in line with 
established review practice within Rhondda Cynon Taf.  The Local 
Authority will ensure that no child is required to travel in excess of Welsh 
Government guidelines.  
 

• 4 proposals did not provide any disadvantages of the proposals 
 
Whilst the quality of SEN provision in Rhondda Cynon Taf is good, there is 
a need to modernise and improve the range of SEN provision so as to 
further enhance opportunities for mainstream inclusion.  There is a clear 
risk that should Rhondda Cynon Taf not re-model its range of SEN 
provision, some pupils with significant SEN would not have their needs 
met.  No disadvantages have been highlighted as the proposals are seen 
only be advantageous to the pupils of Rhondda, Cynon Taf.  However it is 
recognised that some children “may have to “ travel a short distance to 
access a neighbouring provision but given the level of provision in 
Rhondda Cynon Taf they would not have to travel very far. 
 

• 3 proposals did not provide an alternative to the proposal suggested 
 

Of the 3 proposals highlighted by ESTYN as not having an alternative: 1 
relates to the opening on a new KS3/4 provision.  The LA currently has no 
LSC provision of this nature and this represents a gap in provision.  
Establishing this provision will have a positive impact on the current school 
arrangements for SEN and will enhance the range of support available to 
pupils within the school and the surrounding catchment area.   The other 2 
LSCs referred to have LSCs and the proposals seek to re-designate the 
class in order to provide continuity of provision for pupils and reduce the 
need to transition between Key Stages. 

• 4 proposals did not provide enough detail on the outcomes of 
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school, quality of leadership at the school and consortium views  
 
3 out of the 4 schools referred to in the responses already have a LSC 
provision.  The LA is proposing to re-designate rather than close the 
provision.  No concerns have been raised regarding either the leadership 
or pupil outcomes at the schools concerned.  The proposals seek to build 
on the good work already being undertaken in the schools to support 
pupils with SEN and allows for pupils to remain in one school for their 
primary phase education ensuring continuity and support for our most 
vulnerable pupils.   All have had good inspections.  The 4th response 
relates to the establishment of the new KS34 provision.  This school was 
selected to host a LSC due its good inspection and commitment to 
supporting SEN pupils.  
 

4.5 
 

Whilst the responses from ESTYN raise concerns noted above.  All stated 
that it was ESTYN’s opinion that the proposals should improve continuity 
of education support and that proposals seek to improve the standard of 
provision for vulnerable pupils with a range of needs.  

  
5. 

 
FEEDBACK FROM STATUTORY NOTICES FROM STAKEHOLDERS 

5.1 Statutory notices were issued regarding the proposed re-alignment on 3rd 
March 2014.  The notices have been available on the Council website.  
Stakeholders were sent letters advising them of the statutory notices, 
schools were asked to advise parents of the documentation either via the 
schools website or by distributing a letter. 
 

5.2 No responses either objecting or concurring with the statutory notices have 
been received. 
 

6 
 
THE STATUTORY PROCESS / NEXT STEPS 

6.1 The statutory notices indicated the proposed realignment of LSC provision 
as detailed on 3.3 of this report with effect from 31st August 2014. 
 

6.2 As no objections have been received to the published statutory notices 
issued 3rd – 30th March 2014. Cabinet approval is now sought to progress 
to the implementation of the proposals. 
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6.3 Next steps: 
 

Process Deadline Date 
 

At the end of a one month statutory notice 
period, if no objections are received, a Cabinet 
decision will be needed to ratify the proposal. 
 
If objections are received, an objection report 
should be drafted outlining the objections and 
the responses to them within 28 days of the end 
of the objection period.  
 

8th April 2014  
 
 
 

If proposals receive approval or the proposer 
determines to implement them, they should be 
implemented in accordance with the date given 
in the statutory notice, or any subsequent 
modified date 
 

If approval is 
secured in the 
April Cabinet 
meeting and 
referral to Welsh 
Government is 
not required, the  
3 year plan will be 
implemented in a 
phased manner 
from September 
2014.  

  
 

7. 
 
SUMMARY 

7.1 Members will note that of the 14 schools affected by the proposals no 
objections have been received raising any concerns regarding the 
statutory notices. 
 

7.2 Whilst ESTYN have identified concerns within their consultation 
submissions, it is considered that the representations made do not warrant 
any further changes to the proposals.  Each report ESTYN clearly state 
that  in their opinion the proposals should improve continuity of education 
support and that proposals seek to improve the standard of provision for 
vulnerable pupils with a range of needs 
 

8. 
 
CONCLUSION 

8.1 It is recommended that approval is given to progress the planned re-
alignment of the LSCs with effect from 31st August 2014.  Please refer to 
Appendix 3 for a schedule of changes.  These changes, if agreed, will 
ensure that the LA is better equipped to meet the needs of pupils with SEN 
and will ensure a high quality education for all learners within Rhondda 
Cynon Taf. 

 

Cabinet - 08.04.14 
Agenda Item 1

6



Estyn LSC Feedback Analysis             APPENDIX 1 
L.S.C Proposal Affects on 

surplus 
places 

No details on distance, 
travel time, impact on 

families 

Disadvantages No alternative 
proposals 

School data 
Consortium view 

Outcomes at school 
Quality of 

leadership.   
Tonypandy Primary Close      

Tonypandy Community 
College 

Close      

Tonysguboriau Close      

Tonyrefail School Open    
(however) 

  

Penrhiwceiber Close      

Capcoch Close      

Alaw Close      

Ferndale Close      

Llantrisant Close 
+ re-des 

     

Gwaunmeisgyn Re-des      

Maesybryn Re-des      

Oaklands Re-des    
(however) 

  

Parclewis – closure Close      

Parclewis – relocate   
(however) 

    

Totals  5 
(excl how) 

4 4 
(excl how) 

3 4 
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School Name ESTYN submitted a number of reports in response to the initial consultation on the proposals to re-align LSC 

within RCT proposal  All negative comments raised within the reports have been and copied verbatim below 

Oaklands 
Primary 
School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that the proposer has demonstrated that the proposal is likely to at least maintain the current 
standards of education provision in the area. However, it has not given sufficient consideration as to how many learners 
are likely to be placed in the learning support class for pupils with communication disorders and what impact this will have 
on standards in the school. 

The authority has not clearly identified any disadvantages of the current proposal. They have however articulated the 
disadvantages to the local authority if the current proposal was not implemented. 

The authority has not clearly shown whether or how the proposal will affect surplus places in Oaklands primary school. 

It has not however provided an analysis of the relevant school performance data nor has it provided the consortium view 
and categorisation on the quality of leadership, and also outcomes at the school. 

It has not however appropriately demonstrated how it will ensure delivery of the full curriculum at key stage 2 to these 
learners. 

The proposer makes reference to a community impact assessment and equality impact assessment; however this has 
not been provided or summarised. 

Llantrisant 
Primary School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that the proposal is likely to maintain, at least, the current standards of education provision in the 
area. 

The authority has not clearly identified any disadvantages to pupils in this area arising from the current proposal. They 
have however articulated the disadvantages to the whole pupil population requiring SEN support across the whole local 
authority if the current proposal was not implemented. 
The authority has not identified any suitable alternative proposals. 

Although the school has a declining roll, the authority has not clearly shown whether or how the proposal will affect 
surplus places. 

Estyn Learning Support Class Feedback Analysis          APPENDIX 2 
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School Name ESTYN submitted a number of reports in response to the initial consultation on the proposals to re-align LSC 
within RCT proposal  All negative comments raised within the reports have been and copied verbatim below 

Llantrisant 
Primary School 

It has not however provided its own analysis of the relevant school performance data nor has it provided the consortium 
view and categorisation on the quality of leadership, or outcomes at the school. 

The proposer asserts that the proposed re-designation of the class will not impact on overall capacity of Llantrisant 
Primary School to deliver an appropriate curriculum. However, there is no detailed rationale to support this. 

The proposer refers to a community impact assessment and equality impact assessment, however this has not been 
provided or summarised. 

Relocated Parc 
Lewis Primary 
School to Heol 
y Celyn 
Primary School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that the present standard of education in relation to pupils with complex learning difficulties is 
appropriate in both schools; it is likely that the proposed action will maintain or improve the already appropriate standards 
in relation to pupils with complex learning difficulties. 
The local authority does not highlight any significant disadvantages in relation to the proposal. 

The proposer has not identified possible risks associated with the proposal. 

The proposal does not show clearly how surplus places will be affected. However, due to the few pupils involved, it is 
unlikely that the proposal will have a significant impact on surplus places at either school. 

Close Parc 
Lewis Primary 
School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that the present standard of education in relation to pupils with complex learning difficulties is 
appropriate in both schools; it is likely that the proposed action will maintain the already appropriate standards in relation 
to pupils with complex learning difficulties. 
The local authority does not highlight any disadvantages in relation to the proposal. 

Gwaunmeisgyn 
Primary School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that the proposals would improve provision for pupils with complex learning needs in the primary age 
range, by ensuring that pupils of all ages are given provision appropriate to their needs. 

The authority has not demonstrated what impact the proposal is likely to have on surplus places. 
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School Name ESTYN submitted a number of reports in response to the initial consultation on the proposals to re-align LSC 
within RCT proposal  All negative comments raised within the reports have been and copied verbatim below 

Maesybryn 
Primary 
School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that this proposal should improve continuity of education support for pupils with communication 
disorders in the area. 

However, the authority does not explain where new pupils with complex learning 
difficulties will be expected to go locally, to receive their support, once that provision is no longer available at the school. 

However, the proposer does not make a clear enough case for reducing the provision for future pupils with complex 
learning difficulties in this particular school’s catchment area. 

The proposer has not identified any disadvantages to pupils in this area arising from the proposal even though the 
proposal includes the removal of some specialist provision. 

The proposer has not identified any alternative proposals. 

It has not however provided its own analysis of the relevant school performance data nor has it provided the consortium 
view and categorisation on the quality of leadership, or outcomes at the school. 

The proposer has not identified any potential disruption for learners arising from this proposal. 

Penrhiwceiber 
Primary School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that the proposals seeks to improve the standard of provision for vulnerable pupils with a range of 
needs. 

Tonyrefail 
School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that this proposal is likely to improve education provision in the area 
 
The proposer has not identified any disadvantages of the current proposal. However the proposer states that should this 
proposal not be agreed, learners with complex needs will miss out on better supported mainstream education provision, 
with additional costs associated with higher levels of placement in special schools for pupils who may otherwise be able 
to attend their local school. 
The proposer has not identified any alternative proposals. 

The proposer has not identified any potential impact on learner travel arrangements. 
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School Name ESTYN submitted a number of reports in response to the initial consultation on the proposals to re-align LSC 
within RCT proposal  All negative comments raised within the reports have been and copied verbatim below 

Tonyrefail 
School 

However, the proposer does not evaluate how, if at all, the proposal will affect surplus places. 

It has not however provided its own analysis of the relevant school performance data nor has it provided the consortium 
view and categorisation on the quality of leadership, or outcomes at the school. 

Tonysguboriau 
Primary School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that it is likely that the proposed action will maintain and possibly improve the support for pupils with 
complex learning difficulties. 

The proposal states that transportation will be provided in line with the council policy, but no details are given about 
distance or travel time. 

Tonypandy 
Community 
College 

Estyn is of the opinion that there will be very little, if any, impact on education provision in the area. 

Tonypandy 
Primary School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that this proposal should improve education provision in the area. 

The proposer does not evaluate how, if at all, the proposal will affect surplus places. 

The proposer has not identified any potential disruption for learners arising from this proposal. 

Capcoch 
Primary School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that it is likely that the proposed action will maintain and possibly improve the support for pupils with 
hearing impairment and speech and language difficulties in the area. 

It is stated that transportation would be provided in line with the Council’s Learner Travel policy, but no details are given 
about distance or 
travel time. 
The authority does not consider in enough detail the accessibility of provision or give information about distance, travel 
time and the likely impact on learners and their 
families. 
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School Name ESTYN submitted a number of reports in response to the initial consultation on the proposals to re-align LSC 
within RCT proposal  All negative comments raised within the reports have been and copied verbatim below 

Ferndale 
Community 
School 

Proposal would improve the provision 

Improve progression for those pupils who are in an LSC at key stage 2. 

It is less clear how the proposal will improve the quality of leadership and management at the school. 

Alaw Primary 
School 

Proposed action will maintain and possibly improve the support for pupils 

It states that the nearest alternative provision for Learning Support Classes is at Penrhys Primary School, and confirms 
that transport would be provided if this option was required. However, it does not give enough detail of the distance and 
the travel times involved in this option. Neither does it evaluate the potential impact that any additional travel time would 
have upon the pupils and their families. 
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APPENDIX 3 
 

Copies of ESTYN submissions – scanned paperwork  
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APPENDIX 4 
 

LEARNING SUPPORT CLASS REVIEW IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 
 

 
 

Academic 
Year 

Open Close  Move Re-designate 
 

2013/14  • Alaw Primary FP 
Complex (2 classes) 

• Tonypandy KS 3 / 4 
HI 

• Tonypandy Primary 
HI 

• Tonypandy Primary 
ASD 

• Capcoch Primary HI 

  

    Penrhiwceiber FP 
Complex > 
Pernrhiwceiber FP 
Assessment/Observation 

2014/15  Parc Lewis FP Complex 
(1 class) 

Parc Lewis  
FP Complex 
moves to 
Heol y 
Celyn FP 
Complex 

 

    Oaklands KS2 Complex 
> 
Oaklands FP CDU 

    Maesybryn KS2 
Complex > 
Maesybryn KS2 CDU 

 Ferndale KS 
3 /4 Complex 
 Tonyrefail 
KS 3 / 4 
Complex 

   

  Tonysguboriau KS2 
Complex 

 

 Gwaunmeisgyn KS2 
Complex > FP Complex 

  Llantrisant FP Complex 
 

 Llantrisant FP 
Assessment/Observation 
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Estyn LSC Feedback Analysis             APPENDIX 1 
L.S.C Proposal Affects on 

surplus 
places 

No details on distance, 
travel time, impact on 

families 

Disadvantages No alternative 
proposals 

School data 
Consortium view 

Outcomes at school 
Quality of 

leadership.   
Tonypandy Primary Close      

Tonypandy Community 
College 

Close      

Tonysguboriau Close      

Tonyrefail School Open    
(however) 

  

Penrhiwceiber Close      

Capcoch Close      

Alaw Close      

Ferndale Close      

Llantrisant Close 
+ re-des 

     

Gwaunmeisgyn Re-des      

Maesybryn Re-des      

Oaklands Re-des    
(however) 

  

Parclewis – closure Close      

Parclewis – relocate   
(however) 

    

Totals  5 
(excl how) 

4 4 
(excl how) 

3 4 
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School Name ESTYN submitted a number of reports in response to the initial consultation on the proposals to re-align LSC 

within RCT proposal  All negative comments raised within the reports have been and copied verbatim below 

Oaklands 
Primary 
School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that the proposer has demonstrated that the proposal is likely to at least maintain the current 
standards of education provision in the area. However, it has not given sufficient consideration as to how many learners 
are likely to be placed in the learning support class for pupils with communication disorders and what impact this will have 
on standards in the school. 

The authority has not clearly identified any disadvantages of the current proposal. They have however articulated the 
disadvantages to the local authority if the current proposal was not implemented. 

The authority has not clearly shown whether or how the proposal will affect surplus places in Oaklands primary school. 

It has not however provided an analysis of the relevant school performance data nor has it provided the consortium view 
and categorisation on the quality of leadership, and also outcomes at the school. 

It has not however appropriately demonstrated how it will ensure delivery of the full curriculum at key stage 2 to these 
learners. 

The proposer makes reference to a community impact assessment and equality impact assessment; however this has 
not been provided or summarised. 

Llantrisant 
Primary School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that the proposal is likely to maintain, at least, the current standards of education provision in the 
area. 

The authority has not clearly identified any disadvantages to pupils in this area arising from the current proposal. They 
have however articulated the disadvantages to the whole pupil population requiring SEN support across the whole local 
authority if the current proposal was not implemented. 
The authority has not identified any suitable alternative proposals. 

Although the school has a declining roll, the authority has not clearly shown whether or how the proposal will affect 
surplus places. 

Estyn Learning Support Class Feedback Analysis          APPENDIX 2 
 

Cabinet - 08.04.14 
Agenda Item 1

17



School Name ESTYN submitted a number of reports in response to the initial consultation on the proposals to re-align LSC 
within RCT proposal  All negative comments raised within the reports have been and copied verbatim below 

Llantrisant 
Primary School 

It has not however provided its own analysis of the relevant school performance data nor has it provided the consortium 
view and categorisation on the quality of leadership, or outcomes at the school. 

The proposer asserts that the proposed re-designation of the class will not impact on overall capacity of Llantrisant 
Primary School to deliver an appropriate curriculum. However, there is no detailed rationale to support this. 

The proposer refers to a community impact assessment and equality impact assessment, however this has not been 
provided or summarised. 

Relocated Parc 
Lewis Primary 
School to Heol 
y Celyn 
Primary School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that the present standard of education in relation to pupils with complex learning difficulties is 
appropriate in both schools; it is likely that the proposed action will maintain or improve the already appropriate standards 
in relation to pupils with complex learning difficulties. 
The local authority does not highlight any significant disadvantages in relation to the proposal. 

The proposer has not identified possible risks associated with the proposal. 

The proposal does not show clearly how surplus places will be affected. However, due to the few pupils involved, it is 
unlikely that the proposal will have a significant impact on surplus places at either school. 

Close Parc 
Lewis Primary 
School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that the present standard of education in relation to pupils with complex learning difficulties is 
appropriate in both schools; it is likely that the proposed action will maintain the already appropriate standards in relation 
to pupils with complex learning difficulties. 
The local authority does not highlight any disadvantages in relation to the proposal. 

Gwaunmeisgyn 
Primary School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that the proposals would improve provision for pupils with complex learning needs in the primary age 
range, by ensuring that pupils of all ages are given provision appropriate to their needs. 

The authority has not demonstrated what impact the proposal is likely to have on surplus places. 
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School Name ESTYN submitted a number of reports in response to the initial consultation on the proposals to re-align LSC 
within RCT proposal  All negative comments raised within the reports have been and copied verbatim below 

Maesybryn 
Primary 
School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that this proposal should improve continuity of education support for pupils with communication 
disorders in the area. 

However, the authority does not explain where new pupils with complex learning 
difficulties will be expected to go locally, to receive their support, once that provision is no longer available at the school. 

However, the proposer does not make a clear enough case for reducing the provision for future pupils with complex 
learning difficulties in this particular school’s catchment area. 

The proposer has not identified any disadvantages to pupils in this area arising from the proposal even though the 
proposal includes the removal of some specialist provision. 

The proposer has not identified any alternative proposals. 

It has not however provided its own analysis of the relevant school performance data nor has it provided the consortium 
view and categorisation on the quality of leadership, or outcomes at the school. 

The proposer has not identified any potential disruption for learners arising from this proposal. 

Penrhiwceiber 
Primary School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that the proposals seeks to improve the standard of provision for vulnerable pupils with a range of 
needs. 

Tonyrefail 
School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that this proposal is likely to improve education provision in the area 
 
The proposer has not identified any disadvantages of the current proposal. However the proposer states that should this 
proposal not be agreed, learners with complex needs will miss out on better supported mainstream education provision, 
with additional costs associated with higher levels of placement in special schools for pupils who may otherwise be able 
to attend their local school. 
The proposer has not identified any alternative proposals. 

The proposer has not identified any potential impact on learner travel arrangements. 
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School Name ESTYN submitted a number of reports in response to the initial consultation on the proposals to re-align LSC 
within RCT proposal  All negative comments raised within the reports have been and copied verbatim below 

Tonyrefail 
School 

However, the proposer does not evaluate how, if at all, the proposal will affect surplus places. 

It has not however provided its own analysis of the relevant school performance data nor has it provided the consortium 
view and categorisation on the quality of leadership, or outcomes at the school. 

Tonysguboriau 
Primary School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that it is likely that the proposed action will maintain and possibly improve the support for pupils with 
complex learning difficulties. 

The proposal states that transportation will be provided in line with the council policy, but no details are given about 
distance or travel time. 

Tonypandy 
Community 
College 

Estyn is of the opinion that there will be very little, if any, impact on education provision in the area. 

Tonypandy 
Primary School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that this proposal should improve education provision in the area. 

The proposer does not evaluate how, if at all, the proposal will affect surplus places. 

The proposer has not identified any potential disruption for learners arising from this proposal. 

Capcoch 
Primary School 

It is Estyn’s opinion that it is likely that the proposed action will maintain and possibly improve the support for pupils with 
hearing impairment and speech and language difficulties in the area. 

It is stated that transportation would be provided in line with the Council’s Learner Travel policy, but no details are given 
about distance or 
travel time. 
The authority does not consider in enough detail the accessibility of provision or give information about distance, travel 
time and the likely impact on learners and their 
families. 
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School Name ESTYN submitted a number of reports in response to the initial consultation on the proposals to re-align LSC 
within RCT proposal  All negative comments raised within the reports have been and copied verbatim below 

Ferndale 
Community 
School 

Proposal would improve the provision 

Improve progression for those pupils who are in an LSC at key stage 2. 

It is less clear how the proposal will improve the quality of leadership and management at the school. 

Alaw Primary 
School 

Proposed action will maintain and possibly improve the support for pupils 

It states that the nearest alternative provision for Learning Support Classes is at Penrhys Primary School, and confirms 
that transport would be provided if this option was required. However, it does not give enough detail of the distance and 
the travel times involved in this option. Neither does it evaluate the potential impact that any additional travel time would 
have upon the pupils and their families. 
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APPENDIX 4 

LEARNING SUPPORT CLASS REVIEW IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

 

Academic 
Year 

Open Close  Move Re-designate 

 

2013/14  • Alaw Primary FP Complex 
(2 classes) 

• Tonypandy KS 3 / 4 HI 
• Tonypandy Primary HI 
• Tonypandy Primary ASD 
• Capcoch Primary HI 

  

    Penrhiwceiber FP Complex > 

Pernrhiwceiber FP 

Assessment/Observation 

2014/15  Parc Lewis FP Complex (1 
class) 

Parc Lewis  FP 
Complex 
moves to Heol 
y Celyn FP 
Complex 

 

    Oaklands KS2 Complex > 

Oaklands FP CDU 

    Maesybryn KS2 Complex > 

Maesybryn KS2 CDU 

 Ferndale KS 3 /4 
Complex 

 Tonyrefail KS 3 
/ 4 Complex 

   

  Tonysguboriau KS2 Complex 

 

 Gwaunmeisgyn KS2 Complex 
> FP Complex 

  Llantrisant FP Complex 

 

 Llantrisant FP 

Assessment/Observation 
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