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1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 

The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of the Annual Report for 
2014/15 on the Cwm Taf Carers Information and Consultation Strategy 
‘Informed Carers’. 
 

2.  BACKGROUND  
 
2.1 On the 23rd July 2015, the Cabinet was presented with the Annual Report for 

2014/15 on the Cwm Taf Carers Information and Consultation Strategy 
‘Informed Carers’  along with the accompanying report of the Group Director, 
Community and Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee which provided the 
background to this document. 

 
2.2 The Committee has indicated that this year one of its areas of focus will be to 

drive improvement in relation to the Council’s performance in respect of  
Carers’ Assessments and support for carers in general. 

 
2.3 The annual Carers Strategy Report is therefore attached as an appendix, to 

provide the Committee with an understanding of the work being undertaken to 
identify and support carers.  The report is provided for information purposes 
and as such there are no proposed recommendations.  However, the Group 
Director, Community and Children’s Services will be in attendance should 
Members have any queries. 
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1.0 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT  

To provide the annual report on progress on the Cwm Taf region Carers 
Information and Consultation strategy, for reporting to Welsh Government. 

 
2.0 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

It is recommended Cabinet: 
 

2.1 Note the contents of this report and the action plan for the delivery of the 
Carers Strategies (Wales) measure.  

 
2.2 Agree to the annual report on the Carers Information and Consultation 

strategy. 
 
3.0 
 

BACKGROUND  

3.1 The Carers Strategies (Wales) Measure places a statutory duty on each Local 
Health Board in Wales and the Local Authorities falling within their area, to 
work together to develop and implement a Carers Information and 
Consultation Strategy setting out how they will work together to assist and 
include Carers  
 

3.2 Cwm Taf University Health Board are designated as the lead authority within 
the regulations for the delivery of the strategy but have to include the Local 
Authorities, third sector organisations and Carers. The strategies need to: 
 
• set out how information and guidance will be provided to carers, that will 

assist them in carrying out their caring role effectively; and 
• set out how carers will be consulted and involved in decisions affecting 

them and those they care for. 
 

3.3 There is also a requirement to report on an annual basis to the Welsh 
Government progress on the strategy. 
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3.4 The Cwm Taf Strategy, ‘Informed Carers’ was approved in October 2012 
within Rhondda Cynon Taf through delegated decision, and covers the three 
year period 2012 to 2015. The Cwm Taf strategy meets the requirements of 
the Measure and has been approved by Welsh Government. The six aims of 
the strategy are: 

 
1. Carers of all ages are always able to access relevant and timely 

information  
2. Carers of all ages will be recognised as partners in care and recorded on 

appropriate systems 
3. Carers of all ages will be able to access appropriate training to suit their 

needs and circumstances 
4. Staff training and development will enable staff to identify and support 

Carers appropriately 
5. Carers Needs Assessments will be undertaken by all appropriate and 

trained staff 
6. Carers will be engaged in decision making that affects them and the 

person they care for 
 

3.5 The Cwm Taf strategy was launched in June 2013.  Alongside the Strategy, 
an action plan to deliver the strategy has been agreed covering the period 
2012 -2016. 
 

3.6 In order to deliver the strategy there is a multi agency group which meets on a 
quarterly basis to monitor the performance measures of the three year action 
plan. 

 
3.7 In order to comply with requirements this draft has been forwarded to Welsh 

Government but they are aware it is subject to change following any 
observations Cabinet may wish to make. 
 

4.0 
 

ANNUAL REPORT 

4.1 Attached at Appendix 1 is the draft annual report for 2014 -2015. It provides 
an overview of the work to-date. 

 
The report highlights: 
  
• The development of an accredited awareness raising training for primary 

health care staff 
• Raising awareness of Carers issues to Health and Social Work degree 

courses 
• A significant increase in Carers champions across RCT and a second 

carers champions conference 
• 15 of 17 RCT comprehensive schools have a carers champion 
• Training events and workshops reached 800 Carers across RCT 
• A refresh of the Carers A-Z information booklet. 

 
4.2 The report also identifies that through the work on the strategy more Carers 

are coming forward with a 31% increase in referrals to the Carers project. 
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5.0 
 

CONCLUSION  

5.1 The Cwm Taf region in line with Welsh Government requirements have 
produced a three year Carers Information and Consultation Strategy. 

 
5.2 An annual report for 2014 -2015 has been produced highlighting the positive 

progress that has been made on implementing 'Informed carers' 
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