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1. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of the report is to consider revisions proposed by the Director of 
Public Health & Protection to the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy for 
the period 2015 – 2020 
 

 
2. RECOMMENDATION 

 
It is recommended that Members: 

 
i. Note the consultation undertaken with licensing practitioners and 

the development of the Draft Licensing Policy Statement for the 
period 2015-20; 

ii. Note the proposal of the Director of Public Health & Protection to 
conduct a further short consultation on the proposals, targeted at 
licensees, trade organisations and members of the public; 

iii. Agree the proposal of the Director of Public Health & Protection to 
report the outcome of the consultation to the next scheduled 
meeting of this Committee, together with any necessary changes 
to the Draft Licensing Policy Statement, prior to submission to the 
Executive. 

 
 

3. BACKGROUND 
 

The current Statement of Licensing Policy took effect 7th January 2011 for a 
period of 3 years, which reflected the statutory period that the policy could be 
in force without review. 

 
However, the Police Reform & Social Responsibilities Act 2011amended the 
maximum period that a policy could have effect, (without formal review), to 5 
years. The complimentary effect of the provisions was to give an option to 
Licensing Authorities to extend the life of their current policy to 5 years. 

 

 

Part I Item No. 3 

 
Licensing Act 2003 - 
Review of Licensing Policy 
Statement  2015 – 2020 
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Whilst the policy has been subject to informal review throughout its currency, 
it was considered that it continued to be ‘fit for purpose’ and to extend its use 
for the permitted 5 year period to January 2015. 

 
The date for statutory formal review and publication of revisions is now 
approaching and as a result of the extended process necessary for the policy 
to be adopted by Full Council, the consultation process  for preparation of 
revisions has already commenced. 

 
Members are reminded that the Statutory Guidance provided under Section 
182 of the Act specifies the matters to be contained in the Policy Statement. 

 
3.1 Consultation Process 
 

It is recognised that following the publication of the original Statement of 
Policy, subsequent Statements are likely to largely reflect the original, with 
modifications in the light of experience. It is also important to have regard to 
legislative changes and best practice which can assist in achieving local 
initiatives. 

 
Whilst there is a statutory requirement to consult on the policy revisions, 
discretion is afforded to the Licensing Authority to consider the level of 
consultation necessary, mindful of the modifications proposed. Due regard will 
also need to be made to the resource implications for a full consultation 
process and costs associated with same. 

 
Having regard to the foregoing, the current policy was subject to review and 
whilst it was recognised that several legislative changes needed to be 
incorporated, the fundamental direction of the policy did not need significant 
amendment. (The legislative changes have already been implemented, albeit 
they may not be recognised in the Policy Statement.) 

 
In order to assess the views of partner agencies, in preparation for revisions, 
a Licensing Policy Development Day was held on Monday 19th May 2014. 

 
Parties invited to attend included representatives of Responsible Authorities, 
namely Police, Fire Service, EHO, Trading Standards Local Health Board, 
Community Safety Partnership, together with chairman & Vice Chairman of 
the Licensing Committee.  

 
The day took the format of a series of presentations, intended to ‘set the 
scene’ of the licensing landscape in Rhondda Cynon Taf,  highlight potential 
areas of policy that it was considered required review and pose a series of 
questions to prompt discussion as to the changes necessary  to achieve the 
aims of the respective partners  in the context of the licensing objectives. 

 
This was considered a proportionate and effective mechanism to engage the 
views of practitioners, ensuring their views were incorporated into draft 
revisions. 
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3.2 Summary of Key Changes: 
 

 Recognition of the Council’s Single Integrated Plan ‘Delivering Change’ 
and how its strategic objectives impact on the Licensing Policy 
Statement; 

 
 Recognition of the health implications  of responsible, retailing, 

consumption & control of availability  of alcohol; 
 

 Changes to legislation which have directly impacted on the Licensing 
Act 2003, including the additional Responsible Authorities, (namely 
Licensing Authority itself and Local Health Board); Live Music Act; 
Suspension of Licences for non-payment of annual fees; 

 
 The commitment to secure an improvement in local amenity through a 

reduction in alcohol related anti-social behaviour, engaging with 
Community Safety Partnership to address resident concerns; 

 
 Recognition of confidence in management as a positive influencing 

factor when considering operating schedules; 
 

 Changes to provisions for Temporary Event Notices, in particular 
impact of ‘LATE TEN’; 

 
 Changes to expectations of Trading Standards Officers for control of 

supply of alcohol to young persons; 
 

 Petrol Filling Stations and particular issues presented when 
determining applications; 

 
 An expansion of the ‘serious  matters’  likely to give rise to review; 

 
 A revision of the premises inspection regime in order to make best use 

of existing resources and limit impact on well managed businesses. 
 
 

A copy of the Draft Policy Statement for 2015 -20 is reproduced for 
information as Appendix 1A 
 
(Revisions are highlighted in red for ease of reference.) 

 
 

4. WAY FORWARD 
 

Whilst there has been a comprehensive debate with practitioners from partner 
agencies in the development of the draft policy statement, there has not been the 
opportunity for comment from the licensed trade , trade organisations or 
members of the public. 
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Consequently it is proposed that the Draft Licensing Policy Statement be subject 
to a short period of public consultation, namely 28 days, where the outcome of 
such consultation is reported back to this Committee together with any changes 
that may be considered necessary. 

 
Following approval of the Draft Statement of Policy, it can be commended to the 
Executive, prior to approval & adoption by Full Council on 26th November 2014.. 

 
This will allow the revised Policy Statement to take effect 7th January 2015, in 
accordance with statutory requirements. 

 
 

Paul J Mee 
Director of Public Health & Protection 
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APPENDIX 1 
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