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Additional Licensing Scheme 2014
Licensing Conditions

(Housing Act 2004 Section 67)

These conditions are mandatory and will be imposed by Rhondda Cynon Taf
County Borough Council in all Houses of Multiple Occupation (HMOs) that are
subject to a licensing scheme within the scope of Part 2 of the Housing Act
2004. The Council may apply others with discretion in appropriate
circumstances and the list below should therefore not be regarded as
exhaustive.

1. The condition of the property and associated facilities.

1.1 The licence holder must not permit the HMO to be occupied by more than
the number of persons specified in the licence.

1.2 The licence holder must ensure that the HMO has adequate means of
escape and other fire precautions in case of fire in line with the Council’s
adopted standards and the requirements of the Fire and Rescue Service,
and or the requirements of the Approved Document B of the Building
Regulations currently in force, as applicable.

1.3 The licence holder must ensure that the HMO is maintained free from
serious disrepair.

1.4 The licence holder must ensure that the HMO complies with the Council’s
adopted space standard.

1.5 The licence holder must ensure that adequate space heating is provided
and maintained in each unit of living accommodation.

1.6 The licence holder must ensure that adequate amenities, facilities and
equipment are provided and maintained in good order in the HMO for the
use of the occupants at all times. This shall include satisfactory facilities
for the storage, preparation and cooking of food including an adequate
number of sinks with a suitable and sufficient supply of hot and cold
water, in line with the Council’s adopted amenity standards. It shall also
include the provision of an adequate number of suitably located water
closets, an adequate number of suitably located fixed baths or showers
and wash hand basins, each of which is provided with a suitable and
sufficient supply of hot and cold water and properly connected to the
drainage system.

1.7 The licence holder must ensure that the internal common parts, staircases

and other communal areas are maintained in good order and that they are
so far as practicable in a clean and tidy condition.

.
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1.8 If gas is provided to the house, with reference to the gas appliance,
boilers and flues (the ‘gas appliances etc.’): -

I. The licence holder must ensure that at all times the gas
appliances etc. provided as part of the tenancy are in a safe
condition.

II. A certificate from a CORGI registered engineer concerning the
condition of the gas appliances etc. shall be provided to the
Council with each application for a licence. A copy of this
certificate must also be provided to each tenant upon the start of a
tenancy agreement and annually thereafter.

[ll. On each occasion that the gas appliances etc. are altered in any
way, the licence holder must produce to the Council a further
certificate from a CORGI registered engineer concerning the
condition of the gas appliances etc.

IV. The licence holder must produce to the Council annually for their
inspection a gas safety certificate obtained in respect of the house
within the last 12 months.

1.9 The licence holder must keep electrical appliances and furniture made
available by him in the house in a safe condition. In particular, the licence
holder must ensure that all upholstered furniture and furnishing provided
as part of the tenancy comply with the standards required in the Furniture
and Furnishings (Fire Safety) Regulations 1988 as amended and any
other statutory instrument or other enactment which may, after the date of
licensing, directly or indirectly replace them, with or without amendment.
On demand, the licence holder must supply the council with a declaration
by him as to the safety of these appliances and furniture.

1.10 With reference to the electrical installations in the house: -

The licence holder must ensure that all lighting to the common parts
is sustained in good working order.

The licence holder must ensure that at all times the electrical wiring to
the lighting and power circuits, and the circuits to the fire alarm and
emergency lighting systems and all electrical appliances (the ‘circuits
and/or appliances’) provided as part of the tenancy arrangements are
in a safe condition.

Prior to licensing, the licence holder must produce to the Council, a
certificate from a qualified electrician confirming the satisfactory
condition of the circuits and/or installation.

On each occasion that the circuits and/or installation are altered in
any way, the licence holder must produce to the Council, a further
certificate from a qualified electrician confirming the satisfactory
condition of the circuits and/or installation.

For the purposes of this condition, a ‘qualified electrician’ means a
member of the Electrical Contractors Association (ECA), the National
Inspection Council for Electrical Installation and Contracting (NICEIC)
or the Institute of Electrical Engineers (MIEE).
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1.11  With reference to the fire alarm and detection system in the house, the
licence holder must: -

l. In relation to houses of more than 2 storeys, produce to the Council
every 5 years, a certificate from a qualified electrician concerning the
condition of the electrical wiring and circuits to the system.

[I. On each occasion that the system and/or installation are altered in
any way, the licence holder must produce to the Council, a further
certificate from a qualified electrician concerning the condition of the
circuits and/or installation.

[ll. Carry out such other steps as necessary to ensure the fire alarm and
detection system is maintained in good, operative order. This should
include the testing of the alarm system by operating all alarm
sounders in the dwelling at least once every month, annually testing
each smoke detector for response to smoke, cleaning of the smoke
detectors periodically in accordance with the manufacturer’s
instruction, or such other measures as may be deemed appropriate to
the circumstances.

IV. Keep a written record of testing and maintenance of the alarm
system, for example in the form of a log book. This record must be
made available for inspection upon demand.

2. Community and Environmental Matters.

2.1The licence holder must ensure that all reasonably practicable means are
used to ensure that the occupants of (and their visitors to) the property;

a) refrain from engaging in conduct causing or likely to cause nuisance or
annoyance to a person residing, visiting or otherwise engaged in lawful
activity in the locality, particularly in the following ways:-

e the playing of amplified (or other) music which is audible in
the neighbouring properties or the streets;

e behaviour constituting breach of the peace or contravening
the Public Order Act 1986, the Criminal Justice Act 1994 or
other relevant enactment;

b) refrain from using the property or allowing it to be used for illegal
purposes or for an arrestable offence committed in the property or the
locality;

and to this effect, the licence holder must take steps to ensure the
occupants of the property are aware of the conditions imposed by the
Council relating to their behaviour and this must be done at the
commencement of any tenancy, as a minimum.

2.2The licence holder must take all reasonable steps to co-operate with the
Council over any action or investigation they may undertake in respect of
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anti-social behaviour arising in connection with the occupiers of (or visitors
to) the licensed HMO.

2.3The licence holder must ensure that the external structures, gardens and
yards of the house are maintained in satisfactory repair (including
decorative repair), clean condition and good order so as not to be
detrimental to the amenity of the locality or neighbourhood. The terms
‘structures’ includes windows, doors, roof, facia and soffit boards,
rainwater goods and boundary walls, gates and fences.

2.4The licence holder must ensure that adequate and suitable refuse storage
receptacles are provided for the exclusive use of the occupiers of the
property.

2.5The licence holder shall ensure that the occupiers of the house have
written notification of the relevant collection and disposal arrangements for
refuse arising from the property. The written notification shall include a
statement that it is an offence to place refuse for collection on the public
highway, public footpath or other designated collection point earlier than
12 hours before the scheduled time of collection. The licence holder must
notify the occupiers of the HMO that they shall not permit litter or refuse to
spread from the house onto the street or other land outside the curtilage of
the house.

2.6 The licence holder must ensure so far as practicable that the external
areas within the curtilage of the property are kept clean, are free of
accumulations of waste and are free from rodent infestations.

3. Provision of satisfactory management arrangements

3.1The licence holder must ensure that the HMO is properly managed at all
times. In particular he must ensure compliance with the Management of
Houses in Multiple Occupation (Wales) Regulations 2006 and ensure that
the property is appropriately managed or supervised for the purpose of
ascertaining whether there are contraventions of the management
regulations.

3.2The licence holder must provide all tenants with a written statement of the
terms on which they occupy the premises.

3.3The licence holder must ensure that any persons involved with the
management of the HMO are to the best of their knowledge “fit and proper
persons” for the purposes of the Housing Act 2004.

3.4 The licence holder must ensure that there are adequate arrangements in
place for dealing with emergency occurrences at or in connection with the
property and must take suitable steps to ensure that all occupiers of the
property are aware of the arrangements.
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3.5The licence holder must display in a prominent position in the house the
following information: -

I. A copy of the licence currently in force in respect of the property.

II. The name, address and contact number of the licence holder and
manager if different, and nominated agent if applicable.

[ll. Details of contact arrangements in case of an emergency in
respect of the property.

IV. A copy of a valid test certificate for the fire detection, warning and
emergency lighting system.

V. A copy of a valid test certificate for all gas appliances etc (if any).



