RHONDDA CYNON TAF
RECORD OF DELEGATED OFFICER DECISION

SUBJECT: WELSH GOVERNMENT VIBRANT AND VIABLE PLACES REGENERATION
FRAMEWORK : PIPELINE PROJECT PROPOSALS

1) To consider the request from Welsh Government for a list of projects that could be
considered for VVP investment should additional funding become available.

2) To agree the proposed list of projects for submission to Welsh Government.

DELEGATED DECISION:

1) It is agreed that the proposed list of pipeline projects is approved for submission to Welsh
Government by 14" July.

2) It is agreed that the Director of Regeneration and Planning is authorised to make revisions
to the proposed list providing that it does not fundamentally alter its composition or impact in
consultation with the Cabinet Member for Economic Development and Planning.
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RHONDDA CYNON TAF COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MUNICIPAL YEAR 2015-2016
REPORT TO ACCOMPANY DECISION OF
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Part 1
(Non-Confidential)

WELSH GOVERNMENT VIBRANT AND
VIABLE PLACES REGENERATION
FRAMEWORK : PIPELINE PROJECT
PROPOSALS

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 This report provides details of the request from Welsh Government for
a list of project proposals for existing VVP settlement areas that could
be considered should additional funding become available.

1.21t outlines a proposed list of projects in Appendix 1 for submission to
Welsh Government by the deadline of 14™ July 2015.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1Welsh Government's Regeneration Framework ‘Vibrant and Viable
Places’ (VVP) was launched in March 2013 as a result of a review of
approaches to regeneration in Wales and further afield.

2.2 Tackling Poverty is a priority for the Welsh Government and the VVP
framework supports this agenda, setting out its vision is that everyone
in Wales should live in well-connected vibrant, viable and sustainable
communities with a strong local economy and good quality of life.

2.3The main aims of the VVP investment are:

e To revitalise and promote the sustainable development of
settlement areas, making the most of their green infrastructure,
heritage and historic character;

e To build sustainable and vibrant communities that are more
prosperous, better educated and healthier;

e To tackle poverty by creating jobs, encouraging skills
development and helping people into work;



e To encourage wider investment in housing; and
e To deliver strategic, regionally important projects of significant
scale.

2.41In July 2013, Cabinet approved that the settlement area of Pontypridd
should be the focus of regeneration investment due to the role that the
area can fulfil in terms of economic growth and as a catalyst for future

prosperity.

2.5Welsh Government approval of £6.480million for the Pontypridd
Settlement area for the period April 2014 to March 2017 has been
received to date.

3. PIPELINE PROJECT PROCESS

3.1In February 2015, Welsh Government were successful in obtaining
extra funding for the VVP Programme which enabled an additional
£2million to be allocated to new projects.

3.2The Council benefitted from this with a contribution of £500k towards
the cost of acquiring the long leasehold interest on the Taff Vale
Precinct site.

3.3Welsh Government have recently requested that Local Authorities
submit details of additional projects for their settlement areas which
could be considered should additional funding become available again.

3.41t is unknown at this stage when additional funding may be announced
and if it follows the same pattern as in 2014/15 the requirement will be
for quick win projects at year end.

3.5 However as the timing and value of any additional funding is currently
unclear, it may be advantageous to submit longer term regeneration
priorities including those where development work can commence in
2015/16, as well as potential quick win projects.

3.6 The deadline for submission of outline information on potential projects
is 14™ July. Welsh Government Officials have however indicated that
there may be the opportunity to add/remove projects from the pipeline
list of projects on a quarterly basis.



4. PROPOSED PIPELINE PROJECTS

4.1The proposed pipeline projects, include some existing VVP schemes
which require additional investment in order to achieve maximum
impact and a range of proposals that contribute to the aims and
objectives of the VVP Programme that were previously unable to be
progressed due to limited funding.

4.2Welsh Government has only requested outline project information at
this stage which will need to be expanded on should funding become
available. Work will however continue to identify anticipated costs and
delivery timescales for all proposals before submission of the list of
pipeline projects to Welsh Government.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that:

5.1The proposed list of pipeline projects is approved for submission to
Welsh Government by 14™ July.

5.2The Director of Regeneration and Planning is authorised to make
revisions to the proposed list providing that it does not fundamentally
alter its composition or impact in consultation with the Cabinet Member
for Economic Development and Planning.
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