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1.0 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek approval to make minor amendments to 

the Cabinet approved LDP Review Report and Revised LDP Draft Delivery 
Agreement. These amendments are proposed following consultation with key 
targeted stakeholders. Once these amendments are accepted, Full Council 
approval will be sought for these documents and their recommendations.   
 
 

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
2.1 It is recommended that approval is given to make minor amendments to the 

Cabinet approved LDP Review Report and Revised LDP Draft Delivery 
Agreement, as a result of key stakeholder consultation comments. These 
comments and proposed amendments are set out in section 4 below.  

  
 
3.0 REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION 
 
3.1 On 17th October (2019), Cabinet approved the content and conclusions of the 

Rhondda Cynon Taf LDP Review Report and Revised LDP Draft Delivery 
Agreement. The former concluded that a Revised LDP should be prepared, with 
the latter outlining the timetable and method of community involvement and 
engagement for this revised plan. 

 
3.2 It was also approved that both documents be circulated to targeted stakeholder 

bodies in order to gain their formal comments on their content and conclusions. 
This report now sets out the comments received during this consultation, and 
the resulting necessary amendments.   

 
3.3 Once approved, the amendments will be made to both documents, as set out 

in section 4 below, prior to seeking full Council approval of them.  
 



 

 
 
4.0 CONSULTATION RESPONSES AND PROPOSED CHANGES 
 
4.1 The following targeted key stakeholders were consulted on the Cabinet 

approved LDP Review Report and Revised LDP Draft Delivery Agreement, for 
3 weeks from the 18th October to the 8th of November; 

 
• Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 
• Cadw  
• Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust 
• Planning Inspectorate Wales  
• Dwr Cymru/Welsh Water (DCWW) 
• Western Power  
• Wales and West Utilities  
• Coal Authority  
• Health Board 
• National Grid 

 
Ongoing discussions and consultation with Welsh Government also continued 
over this time. 
 

4.2 Comments received and proposed amendments to the LDP Review 
Report. 

 
4.3 Proposed amendment 1; NRW raised a small number of points with regards 

to the content of the Review Report. It requested that reference should be made 
in the appropriate section (3.3) to the fact that flood risk is a constraint to the 
Robertstown, former Cwm Colliery and Mwyndy Talbot Green Strategic Sites 
(as has been done for the former Phurnacite Plant). Notwithstanding this, they 
also propose that the recent permission for industrial and office units at 
Robertstown be referenced.  

 
4.4  Proposed amendment 2; Although it is acknowledged in the Review Report 

that the list is not definitive, NRW request that additional topics be added to the 
evidence base requirement list in section 4.12.2. This relates to the need for an 
assessment of environmental constraints (to include topics such as the 
condition of nature conservation sites, protected species, water resources, air 
quality etc) and also a Green Infrastructure Assessment, as per PPW 10 
requirements.  

 
4.5 Proposed amendment 3; Reference to the recent planning permission for 

commercial uses at Robertstown will be included in an updated Review Report, 
along with other recent commercial permissions on the Strategic Site at 
Mwyndy/Talbot Green and the retail allocation on Land at Mill Street, Tonyrefail. 

 
4.6 Comments received and proposed amendments to the Revised LDP Draft 

Delivery Agreement. 
 



 

4.7 Proposed amendment 4; Continued discussion has taken place with Welsh 
Government officers since Cabinet Approval of both documents. The analysis 
of the draft timetable within the Draft Delivery Agreement indicated that some 
of the elements would need to be amended. This was in order to take further 
account of the rigid LDP manual requirement of 3.5 years preparation time from 
start to finish, including a specific 11 months period from submission to WG to 
its formal adoption. There are also local elections in May 2022 that had a 
significant bearing on identifying key consultation stages throughout the 
process.  

 
4.8 Having considered all possible alternatives with WG, the only appropriate 

timetable revision was to delay the formal start of the preparation period of the 
plan from April 2020 to June 2020. However, this would mean an extension of 
just 1 month from the currently programmed timetable for its adoption, from 
November to December 2023. The key dates in the proposed amended 
timetable, as agreed with WG, would now be as follows; 

  
Key Stage Timescale 

Definitive  
Delivery Agreement August 2019 - Submission to Welsh 

Government May 2020 
Commence Pre-deposit Preparation  June 2020 
Preferred Strategy (Pre-Deposit) 
Consultation 

August/September 2021 

Deposit LDP Consultation  July /August 2022 
Indicative  
Submit Revised LDP to the Welsh 
Government 

January  2023 

Independent Examination  May/ June  2023 
Adoption December  2023 

 
 4.9 Although it may appear that there is a somewhat unwanted delay in LDP plan 

preparation, the intervening period from now until June will be used 
constructively, allowing us to hit the ground running when we formally 
commence the revision of the LDP. The added time will ensure the necessary 
resources and support systems are in place and we can begin early 
procurement procedures for certain evidence base topics and set up 
appropriate officer and member groups/forums and other external 
representative groups. 

 
4.10 Proposed amendment 5; Following internal consultation and clarification with 

the Cabinet Office and Public Relations team, it is proposed to amend the final 
part of paragraph 4.9.1 of the Draft Delivery Agreement, deleting ‘and will NOT 
respond directly to posts made on any of its platforms’ to read ‘which will be 
made clear on any related social media activity’ 

 
4.11 DCWW have no specific comments to make on either the Delivery Agreement 

or the Review Report, other than to welcome the inclusion of the section within 
the Review Report on the recent implementation of Schedule 3 of the Flood 
and Water Management Act (2010) and welcome working with us on the LDP.  



 

4.12 The Coal Authority have reviewed the documents and confirmed that they had 
no specific comments to make at this time and no objections to the general 
timetable proposed.   

 
4.13 NRW also acknowledged the proposed timetable for plan preparation within the 

draft Delivery Agreement. 
 
 
5.0 EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 An Equality Impact Assessment (EqlA) screening form has been prepared for 

the purpose of this report.  It concluded that a full assessment is not required 
at this time.  

 
 
6.0 CONSULTATION 
 
6.1 Consultation has taken place with the key stakeholders as listed in section 4 

above. 
 
 
7.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATION(S) 
 
7.1 There are no direct financial implications associated with the proposed 

amendments to the LDP Review Report or the Revised LDP Draft Delivery 
Agreement.  

 
 
8.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OR LEGISLATION CONSIDERED 
 
8.1 There are no legal implications associated with these proposed amendments 

to the LDP Review Report or the Revised LDP Draft Delivery Agreement.  
 
 
9.0 LINKS TO THE COUNCILS CORPORATE PLAN/OTHER CORPORATE 

PRIORITIES/SIP 
 
9.1 There are no direct links to the above in relation to the proposed amendments 

to the LDP Review Report or the Revised LDP Draft Delivery Agreement.  
 
 
10.0 CONCLUSION 
 
10.0  It is recommended that the 5 proposed amendments to the LDP Review Report 

and Revised LDP Draft Delivery Agreement, as set out in section 4 above, are 
agreed and made prior to seeking Full Council approval of their content and 
recommendations.  
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