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Councillor Anthony Christopher 
Leader of Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council 

 
Our Ref:  130906AC(L)LG 
 
6th September 2013  
 
Lesley Griffiths AM 
Minister for Local Government and Government Business 
Welsh Government 
Cardiff Bay 
CARDIFF 
CF99 1NA     
 
Dear Minister 
 
I write further to your letter of 29th August 2013 and the former Minister’s letter of 15 January in 
respect of the Local Government Ethical Framework.  Firstly, I wish to take this opportunity to 
apologise for the Council’s oversight in not responding sooner.  I have addressed each of the 
points raised in your, and the former Minister’s, letter below: 
 
Local Resolution Procedures 
 
I am pleased to confirm that the Council adopted its Local Protocol in relation to the standards of 
conduct expected by Members on 12 January 2011. The protocol was recently revised following 
feedback from Members of the Standards Committee whom, having had the experience of 
conducting several hearings under it, identified a number of proposals to refine and improve the 
protocol itself. A copy of the report presented to Council, where the revised Local Protocol was 
agreed, is attached for your information. 
 
In addition Council also approved a local resolution process to deal with officer-on-member 
complaints and details can be found in the attached report. 
 
Indemnity Cap – Code of Conduct Proceedings 
 
The Council currently has a cap in place of £50,000 which is backed by insurance. The 
Standards Committee have confirmed however that whilst it considers it should retain the 
'gatekeeper' role in respect of each individual case it would welcome uniformity in any future 
capping figure to be adopted by local authorities in Wales. The introduction of a voluntary cap of 
£20,000 on the level of indemnity offered by authorities to Members has been agreed by the 
Standards Committee and a report will be presented to the Cabinet in October recommending 
adoption of a cap of £20,000 with the Standards Committee retaining its ‘gatekeeper’ role. To 
date the Standards Committee has received no applications by Members for assistance under 
the indemnity.  
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Register of Member’s Interests 
 
I am also pleased to confirm that at the Council’s last AGM it was agreed by Members that 
the Register of Member’s Interests be published electronically.  
 
Amendments to Members' Code of Conduct 
 
The Standards Committee welcomes the removal of the obligation on Members, contained 
in paragraph 6(1)(c) of the Model Code of Conduct, to report any conduct by another 
Member which they reasonably believes breaches the Code. The Committee also 
welcomed the removal of paragraph 10(2)(b) from the Code. 
 
Code of Conduct training 
 
I can confirm that all Members have received Code of Conduct training. Over the summer 
refresher training on the Code was also provided to all Community Councils across the 
County Borough. In addition a number of Members attended a training session facilitated 
by the WLGA on the use of Social Media.   
 
The Council noted the former Minister’s comments in relation to the Ombudsman's 
references to the number of Member on Member complaints which might be regarded as 
vexatious and that such actions have the potential to divert resources from more important 
matters and this was addressed in the refresher training. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Anthony Christopher 
Leader of Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council 
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