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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 

 To inform the Committee of Welsh Government's consultation in respect of its 
White Paper - Reforming Local Government: Power to Local People (the 'White 
Paper') and request the Committee's feedback on the specific proposals/options 
relating to Standards Committees outlined therein.   

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 To note Welsh Government's consultation launched on 3rd February 2015 in 
 respect of its White Paper - Reforming Local Government: Power to Local 
 People.  
 
2.2 That the Committee review the relevant extracts of the White Paper annexed to 
 this report in respect of the proposals/options relating to Standards Committees   
 and provide feedback/comments to the Monitoring officer in relation to them; and 
 
2.3 Agree that the Committee's comments be presented to full Council on 22nd April 

2015 as part of the overall response to the White Paper and incorporating the 
comments of the Working Groups in order for a response to be submitted to the 
consultation by this Council ahead of the 28th April 2015 deadline.  

 
3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 On the 3rd February, 2015, the Welsh Government, on behalf of the Minister for 

Public Services, Leighton Andrews AM issued the White Paper – Reforming 
Local Government: Power to Local People, responses to which are to be made 
by 23.50 on the 28th April 2015. 
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3.2 The Welsh Government has published three versions of the White Paper which 
 can be accessed by clicking on the following links: 

 

 Full version  
 Everyday (summary) version 
 Young people version 

 A full-list of proposals/options can be found on the Welsh Government’s thirty 
 page consultation form  

 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/dsjlg/consultation/150203- power-to-local-people-

 response-en.docx 
 
3.3 The White Paper seeks to set out the Welsh government’s vision for Local 
 Government in Wales and, crucially, giving ‘power to local people’.  
 
3.4 At the March Council meeting full Council agreed to establish Cabinet and 

Overview and Scrutiny Working Groups whose terms of reference will be to 
consider the detail of the White Paper and report their findings to the next 
meeting of the Council on the 22nd April 2015. 

 
3.5 Appended to this report are the relevant extracts of the White Paper concerning 
 Standards Committees together with the relevant questions from the consultation 
 document.   

 
 3.6 Members are requested to review the extracts and provide any 

 feedback/comments they have to the Monitoring officer. 
 

3.7 The Committee's comments will be presented to full Council on 22nd April 2015  
 as part of the Council's overall response to the White Paper and incorporating the 
 comments of the Working Groups in order for a response to be submitted to the 
 consultation by this Council ahead of the 28th April 2015 deadline. 
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