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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To enable the Committee to decide whether or not to grant a dispensation to 

County Borough Councillor Paul Wasley. The requested dispensation would 
enable him to make representations (both orally and in writing) in relation to 
business in which he has previously declared a personal and prejudicial 
interest namely planning matters relating to the development of land adjacent 
to The Meadows, Tonyrefail.   
 

2. RECOMMENDATION 
 
2.1 To decide whether or not to grant a dispensation to County Borough 

Councillor Paul Wasley. The requested dispensation would enable him to 
make representations (both orally and in writing) in relation to business in 
which he has previously declared a personal and prejudicial interest namely 
planning matters relating to the development of land adjacent to The 
Meadows, Tonyrefail (Applicant – Lewis Homes).   
 

3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 Paragraph 14 of the Members’ Code of Conduct sets out the procedures to be 

followed regarding participation in meetings when a Member has declared a 
personal and prejudicial interest.   

 
3.2 Paragraph 14(1)(d) and 14(1)(e) of the Code stipulates that where a Member 

has a prejudicial interest in any business of their authority they must not seek 
to make written or oral representations in relation to that business.  

 
3.3 However the participation by a Member in any business which is prohibited by 

Paragraph 14 is not a failure to comply with the Code if the Member has acted 
in accordance with a dispensation from the prohibition granted by the 
Standards Committee in accordance with regulations. 
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3.4 The relevant regulations are the Standards Committee (Grant of 
Dispensations) (Wales) Regulations 2001 (the ‘Regulations’). The Regulations 
set out the circumstances in which dispensations may be granted. 

3.5  County Borough Councillor Paul Wasley has previously declared a personal 
and prejudicial interest in relation to business considered at Development 
Control Committees concerning the development of land adjacent to The 
Meadows, Tonyrefail (Applicant – Lewis Homes) (the ‘Development’).  His 
prejudicial interest was declared on the basis that he owns a property, built as 
part of phase 1 of the Development, and which was bought from the applicant 
in 2006.  

3.6  As part of his application Councillor Wasley has submitted a letter dated 24th 
March 2016 addressed to the Committee which is attached at Appendix 1 to 
this report for your consideration.  

 
3.7 Prior to submission of his application I advised Councillor Wasley that in light 

of his declared prejudicial interest, and email correspondence I had sight of, 
he should not seek to influence a decision about that business to which his 
interest relates nor make any written representations (whether by letter, 
facsimile or some other form of communication) in relation to that business 
unless he has obtained a dispensation from the Standards Committee which 
enables him to do so. In his email correspondence Councillor Wasley 
requested a meeting with a Planning officer to agree a construction procedure 
and raised queries in respect of the satisfaction of conditions as well as 
requesting two applications at the Development be called in. 

 
3.8 I also acknowledged to Councillor Wasley that whilst I understood this would 

restrict his ability to represent his constituents (whom he had indicated have 
raised concerns with him about the Development) he could in advance of an 
application for dispensation being considered by the Committee make 
arrangements for another elected Member to act and make representations 
on his constituents behalf. I understand Councillor Wasley has now arranged 
for a Member to do so.  

 
3.9 In his application Councillor Wasley considers that to exclude his ability to 

participate in any matters arising from business concerning the Development 
disadvantages the community and the Council.  
  

3.10 Councillor Wasley wishes to seek a dispensation which would enable him to 
make representations (both orally and in writing) in relation to business in 
which he has previously declared a personal and prejudicial interest namely 
planning matters relating to the Development.    
 

3.11 The grounds stipulated within the Regulations and upon which Councillor 
Wasley believes that a dispensation should be granted are as follows:-  

 

 “my participation would not damage public confidence” 

 “the interest is common to me and a significant proportion of the 
general public”; and 

 “the participation of the Member in the business to which the interest 
relates is justified by the Member’s particular role or expertise.” 
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3.12  For the avoidance of doubt Cllr Wasley is not seeking to be able to vote on the 
above mentioned matters, which may be considered by the Development 
Control Committee in the future, and for which he now seeks a dispensation 
from the Committee. 

 
3.13 It is now for the Committee to decide whether or not to grant a dispensation to 

County Borough Councillor Paul Wasley with regards to the details of his 
application. 
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