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 Report Purpose 
Wildwood Ecology was commissioned by Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council (the client) to 
undertake a Preliminary Arboricultural Impact Assessment (pAIA) for the Rhondda Fach Active Travel 
Route (Phase 5). 

The site is subject to plans for construction of a new Active Travel Route along the former railway line 
and existing pathways of the proposed Phase 5 section of the route, including engineering works to 
improve drainage. The purpose of this report is to provide an assessment of the arboricultural impacts 
of the proposed development to trees located at the site, in the context of national and local planning 
policy, and legislation. 

Work Undertaken 
A tree survey was undertaken on 06/06/2024 and 07/06/2024, in-line with the British Standard BS 5837 
(2012) “Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition, and Construction – Recommendations”, using a 
measured topographical survey and google maps aerial imagery.  

Due to the length of the route surveyed, and limited topographical information available in places, the 
majority of the trees were surveyed as arboricultural groups and the location of some trees have been 
estimated by eye, or plotted using approximate GPS location, which is considered to be accurate to 
within approximately 5m. 

A Desk Study was undertaken in June 2024, including a search for tree-related designations and 
planning policy. As Tree Preservation Orders are not publicly available on the council website, details of 
any tree-related designations along the proposed route was provided by the client. 

Arboricultural Constraints 
Trees are a material consideration in the planning process and afforded protection by legislation, 
referenced in this report (see APPENDIX VII:).  

Phase 5 of the proposed Rhondda Fach Active Travel Route started at Grid Reference ST006962 and 
ended at ST009945. The tree cover consisted of semi-natural woodland and trees, established in the 
context of the Rhondda Fach River valley and disused railway. See APPENDIX VI: photographs 1 – 6 for 
aerial imagery. 

Key arboricultural constraints associated with the tree cover onsite were assessed using the BS5837  
Cascade Chart for Tree Quality Assessment (see APPENDIX I:) and are illustrated in the Tree Survey 
Schedule (TSS) and Tree Constraints Plan (TCP), located within APPENDIX II: and APPENDIX III: 
respectively.  

The TCP and TSS illustrate the distribution and arboricultural value of the surveyed tree cover. The TCP 
also illustrates the Root Protection Areas (dashed magenta line) for trees and tree groups, which was 
calculated as the minimum area deemed to contain sufficient roots and rooting volume to maintain 
the tree’s viability. Wherever possible, construction work should not occur within the plotted RPA of 
retained trees. Where it does, tree protection measures will be required. The following colour-coded 
categories were used to identify the importance of arboricultural features, in-line with BS5837: 

• High value trees (Category A – Green Outline) represent particularly good examples of their 
species, veteran and ancient trees and woodlands, or trees that are essential components of 
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groups or principal trees in a location. These trees were considered a priority for retention and 
should not be removed unless there are no suitable alternatives.  

• Moderate value trees (Category B – Blue Outline) represent good specimens which were 
considered beneficial for retention wherever possible. This included many of the mature trees 
growing along the proposed route and areas of more mature woodland, as they provided 
moderate levels of arboricultural and amenity value.  

• The remaining trees were of low value (Category C – Grey Outline). This included trees which 
were of small stature or impaired condition. This included much of the less mature self-seeded 
areas of woodland and young trees, established along the proposed travel route and disused 
railway. Where possible, low value trees should still be retained, but are not considered to 
represent a significant constraint to the project 

Most of the surveyed trees were of young to semi-mature age, with low to moderate arboricultural value. 
Individual mature trees of high arboricultural value were identified and recorded separately where 
relevant. Collectively, the trees and woodlands along the entire surveyed route were considered to have 
high amenity value to users of the existing footpaths along the Rhondda Fach River valley, despite the 
relatively young age of individual trees.  

Photographs taken during the tree survey to illustrate the tree cover onsite are located within 
APPENDIX VI:. 

The following tree-related Designations were identified during the Desk Study:  

• Tree Preservation Orders – None. 

• Conservation Areas – None. 

• Ancient Woodland – Several records of Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland (ASNW) were identified 
along the proposed route (see APPENDIX VIII:). Detailed results for surveys of these areas are 
discussed in the Ancient Woodland Survey section and the Preliminary Impact Assessment 
section, below. 

• Wood-Pasture and Parkland Priority Habitat – None. 

The following tree-related Planning Policies were identified during the Desk Study (see APPENDIX VII: 
for details): 

• Planning Policy Wales (12th Edition) – Sections 1, 4, and 6; 

• Policy AW 6 – Design and Placemaking; 

• Policy AW 8 – Protection and Enhancement of the Natural Environment; and 

• SPG 6 – Nature Conservation. 

Ancient Woodland Survey 

Due to the presence of records for Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland (ASNW) along the proposed route, 
surveys were undertaken to determine the presence or likely absence of ancient woodland indicator 
species, veteran trees, and ancient trees.  

Ancient Woodland is defined in England and Wales as “land that is currently wooded and has been 
continually wooded since at least 1600 CE”. This includes woodland that has been periodically felled or 
coppiced, provided that the woodland has been allowed to naturally regenerate. The tree and shrub 
layer should also be “composed of species that are native to the site and derived from natural 
regeneration, or coppice regrowth from individuals that were themselves derived from natural 
regeneration” (UKHab V.2.1).   

A number of ancient woodland indicator plant species lists have been published, which were referenced 
during the tree survey. The presence of ancient woodland indicator plant species may help to identify 
an ancient woodland site.  

It was noted by the Rhondda Cynon Taf County Ecologist that several of the ASNW records are likely 
historic in nature and no longer representative of the ancient status of the woodland habitat, as much 
of the Rhondda River valley was deforested during the early 1900’s, due to industrial work and 
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development in the local area (see Photograph 59 and Photograph 60 in APPENDIX VI:, showing the 
historic tree cover of the Rhondda River valley in the 1980’s, as provided by the RCTBC). 

Ancient Woodland Survey Locations are approximately identified on the Tree Constraints Plan within 
APPENDIX III:. Results of the surveys, including detailed species list, woodland structure, and presence 
of any identified ancient woodland indicator species can be found on the first page of the Tree Survey 
Schedule (see APPENDIX II:). 

It was determined that of the areas surveyed, only Survey Location S4 (Woodland W11) was 
considered to have significant and clearly visible indicators of ASNW status. This comprised open 
structured woodland on a very steep embankment to the north of the existing footpath in Rhondda 
Valley, with large veteran oak, sycamore, and ash trees that clearly denoted the woodland’s historic 
ancient status (trees T19 – T35). Ground flora indicators were relatively limited, due to limited access on 
the steep slopes and dense undergrowth of bramble and bracken. However, scaly male fern and moss 
species were identified as further ancient woodland indicators. 

The 15m Ancient Woodland Protection Zone identified on the Tree Constraints Plan should be 
maintained with semi-natural habitats and precautionary working measures put in place during 
construction to prevent damage to veteran and ancient trees, as per the NRW advice page1. 

The majority of the other survey locations were considered to be indicative of more recent 
woodland regeneration that has naturally occurred since the historic deforestation of the Rhondda 
River valley. A limited number of ancient woodland indicator species were noted in the ground flora of 
locations S1, S2, and S3, however no ancient or veteran trees were identified. These indicator species 
included: Guelder rose, Hart’s tongue fern, Lichens, Mosses, and Scaly male fern. 

Several of the survey locations identified the presence of invasive and non-native species that are 
considered detrimental to the condition of the ancient woodland designations, this included stands of 
rhododendron and Himalayan balsam in survey locations S1, S2, and S4. Location S5 also had a 
significant stand of Japanese Knotweed.  

Preliminary Impact Assessment 
A General Arrangement Plan has been produced by the client, to illustrate the proposed route of the 
new Active Travel Route and any associated engineering works required to facilitate the proposed 
development (see APPENDIX IV:).  

These plans have been refined with reference to the key arboricultural constraints, as illustrated on the 
Preliminary Tree Retention and Removal Plan (pTRRP – see APPENDIX V:).  

The proposed development should be designed to retain significant trees, wherever possible, including 
providing a sufficient buffer to allow installation of tree protection fencing measures during 
construction.  

The following tree removals could not be avoided, due to design constraints or as a result of physical 
constraints resulting from the landscape of the site: 

• W6 – Category A – removal of understorey and individual trees to facilitate regrading of footpath; 

• W7 – Category A – removal of understorey and individual trees to facilitate regrading of footpath; 

• G8 – Category C – complete removal to facilitate regrading of footpath; 

• G9 – Category B – removal of understorey and individual trees to facilitate resurfacing and 
widening of footpath, and construction of pedestrian bridge over the Rhondda River; 

• G18 – Category C – removal to facilitate resurfacing and widening of footpath; 

• T22 – Category U – removal to facilitate regrading of footpath; 

• T23 – Category U – removal to facilitate regrading of footpath; 

 

1 https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/planning-and-development/our-
role-in-planning-and-development/advice-to-planning-authorities-considering-proposals-affecting-
ancient-woodland/?lang=en 
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• T25 – Category C – removal to facilitate construction of pedestrian bridge over the Rhondda River; 

• T26 – Category C – removal to facilitate construction of pedestrian bridge over the Rhondda River; 

• T27 – Category U – removal to facilitate construction of pedestrian bridge over the Rhondda River; 

• T28 – Category C – removal to facilitate construction of pedestrian bridge over the Rhondda River; 

• G38 – Category C – removal to facilitate resurfacing and widening of footpath; 

• G39 – Category C – removal to facilitate resurfacing and widening of footpath; 

• G43 – Category C – removal to facilitate resurfacing and widening of footpath; 

• G46 – Category C – removal to facilitate resurfacing and widening of footpath; 

• T47 – Category C – removal to facilitate resurfacing and widening of footpath; 

• T48 – Category C – removal to facilitate resurfacing and widening of footpath; 

• T49 – Category C – removal to facilitate resurfacing and widening of footpath; 

• G51 – Category C – removal to facilitate resurfacing and widening of footpath; 

• T52 – Category B – removal to facilitate resurfacing and widening of the footpath; 

• T53 – Category C – removal to facilitate resurfacing and widening of footpath; 

• W56 – Category A – removal of understorey and individual trees to facilitate regrading of 
footpath; 

• W57 – Category B – removal of understorey and individual trees to facilitate regrading of 
footpath; 

• W58 – Category B – complete removal to facilitate regrading of footpath; 

• W59 – Category A – removal of understorey and individual trees to facilitate regrading of 
footpath; 

• W60 – Category A – removal of understorey and individual trees to facilitate regrading of 
footpath; 

• W62 – Category B – removal of understorey and individual trees to facilitate regrading of 
footpath; 

• G63 – Category C – complete removal to facilitate regrading of footpath; 

• T64 – Category C – removal to facilitate regrading of footpath; 

• T65 – Category C – removal to facilitate regrading of footpath; 

• G67 – Category C – removal of understorey and individual trees to facilitate regrading of footpath; 

• T68 – Category B – removal to facilitate regrading of footpath; 

• T69 – Category C – removal to facilitate regrading of footpath; 

• T70 – Category B – removal to facilitate regrading of footpath, could not be avoided due to below-
ground constraints to west of widened footpath (high pressure gas pipe) which does not allow 
new footpath to be aligned further west; 

• T71 – Category U – removal may be required due to potential safety conflict with distance to 
widened footpath. If possible, target prune and retain as standing dead wood habitat; 

The majority of the tree removals are affecting trees and groups of trees considered to be of ‘low 
arboricultural and amenity value’ (Category C), including large groups of self-seeded trees and shrubs. 
All individual ‘high’ value (Category A) trees and the majority of ‘moderate’ value (Category B) trees are 
proposed to be retained.  
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Any construction work within the plotted Root Protected Areas (RPAs) will need to be carefully designed 
and undertaken, using no-dig methods under arboricultural supervision, to avoid damage to the below-
ground structures of the retained trees.  

The majority of route is currently existing unbound and bound gravel, which will be replaced with 
permeable paving and asphalt, as per the general arrangement plan. Verges and embankments will be 
required in places, to raise or lower the footpath to the necessary levels, as shown on the general 
arrangement plan. 1.4m high timber post and rail fences will be required in places and installation of 
benches are also proposed. 

In several locations, the existing footbridges will be replaced with new structures. Where applicable, this 
has been identified on the pTRRP, to demonstrate where tree removal or impacts within retained RPAs 
will be necessary to facilitate construction of the new bridges. 

The social proximity associated with retained trees has been assessed in relation to the potential 
impacts future canopy growth, and seasonal nuisances from dropped leaves or fruit on the proposed 
travel route path. No significant constraints have been identified relating to the social proximity of 
retained trees, however the ongoing future maintenance and management of trees adjacent to the 
proposed travel route will be the responsibility of Rhondda Cynon Tag County Borough Council. 

The following tree pruning work is recommended to facilitate the proposed development, due to design 
constraints or as a result of physical constraints resulting from the landscape of the site: 

• T24 – Category C – prune north canopy to facilitate grading of footpath; 

• T33 – Category B – prune south canopy to facilitate widening of footpath; 

• T36 – Category C – prune south canopy to facilitate widening of footpath; 

• T40 – Category B – prune west canopy to facilitate widening of footpath; 

• T41 – Category B – prune west canopy to facilitate widening of footpath; 

• G42 – Category B – prune west canopies to facilitate widening of footpath; 

• T54 / T55 – Category B / C – prune east canopy and raise crown clearance to facilitate widening 
of footpath along disused railway bridge; 

• T71 – Category U – removal may be required due to potential safety conflict with distance to 
widened footpath. If possible, target prune and retain as standing dead wood habitat; 

Recommendations 
Due to the likely impacts identified to retained trees by the proposed development, mitigation and 
compensation measures will be required. 

It will be necessary to demonstrate how the above and below ground structures of retained tree cover 
will be protected during construction of the development. It is therefore recommended that an 
Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS) should be produced to discharge a suitably worded Planning 
Condition, set out by the Local Planning Authority.  

As per paragraph 6.4.43 of the recently revised Planning Policy Wales (PPW), ancient woodland, and 
veteran trees are irreplaceable natural resources, and have significant landscape, biodiversity and 
cultural value. Such trees, woodlands and hedgerows are to be afforded protection from development 
which would result in their loss or deterioration unless very exceptionally there are significant and clearly 
defined public benefits; this protection must prevent potentially damaging operations and their 
unnecessary loss. In the case of a site recorded on the Ancient Woodland Inventory, authorities should 
consider the advice of NRW during the planning application process.  

As per paragraph 6.4.42 of the PPW, permanent removal of trees, woodland, and hedgerows will only 
be permitted where it would achieve significant and clearly defined public benefits. As per the 
Preliminary Impact Assessment section above, the step-wise approach set out in paragraph 6.4.15 has 
been followed during design of the proposed development. As such, where loss of trees and woodland 
is unavoidable, PPW requires compensatory planting, which is proportionate to the loss of trees and 
woodland.  
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It is recommended in PPW that any replacement tree planting should be at a ratio equivalent to the 
quality, environmental and ecological importance of the tree(s) lost, and this must be preferably onsite, 
or immediately adjacent to the site, and at a minimum ratio of at least 3 trees of a similar type and 
compensatory size planted for every 1 lost.  

Where a woodland or a shelterbelt area is lost as part of a proposed scheme, the compensation planting 
must be at a scale, design and species mix reflective of that area lost. In such circumstances, the 
planting rate must be at a minimum of 1600 trees per hectare for broadleaves, and 2500 trees per 
hectare for conifers. The planting position for each replacement tree shall be fit to support its 
establishment and health and ensure its unconstrained long-term growth to optimise the 
environmental and ecological benefits it affords.” 

Conclusions 
Trees are a material consideration in the planning process and afforded protection by legislation, 
referenced in this report (see APPENDIX VII:). 

Providing that the Arboricultural recommendations outlined in this report are implemented in full, the 
proposed future development should conform to the National Planning Policy Framework and Local 
Planning Policies AW 6, AW 8, and Supplementary Planning Guidance SPG 6, by adequately protecting 
and enhance the site’s tree cover. 

This report will remain valid for a maximum period of 18 months from the date of publication. Further 
surveys may be required to update the information in this report if planning is not obtained, works do 
not commence, or there are significant changes to the tree cover at the site within this time period. 
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 CASCADE CHART FOR TREE QUALITY ASSESSMENT 
 

 



 

 
© Wildwood Ecology Limited 2024       Page 8 of 57 
 

 TREE SURVEY SCHEDULE  
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 TREE CONSTRAINTS PLAN 
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 GENERAL ARRANGEMENT PLAN 
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 PRELIMINARY TREE RETENTION AND REMOVAL PLAN 
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 SURVEY PHOTOGRAPHS 
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Photograph 1 – Aerial image of the site (1). 

 
Photograph 2 – Aerial image of the site (2). 

 
Photograph 3 – Aerial image of the site (3). 

 
Photograph 4 – Aerial image of the site (4). 

 
Photograph 5 – Aerial image of the site (5). 

 
Photograph 6 – Aerial image of the site (6). 



 

 

 

 
© Wildwood Ecology Limited 2024 Page 45 of 57 
 

 
Photograph 7 – Site entrance at Ferndale 
Leisure Centre. W6 visible to right. 

 
Photograph 8 – Site entrance at Ferndale 
Leisure Centre, W6 visible left and G12 right. 

 
Photograph 9 – Woodland W6, steep path 
from leisure centre.  

 
Photograph 10 – Woodland W6, tree T23 and 
T22 visible to left, ancient woodland survey 
location S1. 

 
Photograph 11 – Woodland W6, existing 
footpath visible with drainage ditch to left. 

 
Photograph 12 – Woodland W6, ancient 
woodland survey location S2 

 
Photograph 13 – Woodland W6, drain through 
woodland visible looking downhill. 

 
Photograph 14 – Woodland W6, drain through 
woodland visible looking uphill. 
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Photograph 15 – Woodland W7, footbridge 
crossing point. 

 
Photograph 16 – Group G8, ancient woodland 
survey location S3. 

 
Photograph 17 – Group G9 and T25 – T28, 
footbridge crossing Rhondda River. 

 
Photograph 18 – Tree T25 at footbridge. 

 
Photograph 19 – Tree T27 at footbridge. 

 
Photograph 20 – Tree T27, partially collapsed. 

 
Photograph 21 – Group G9. 

 
Photograph 22 – Group G10. 

 
Photograph 23 – Tree T29. 

 
Photograph 24 – W11, ancient woodland. 
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Photograph 25 – Tree T30 

 
Photograph 26 – Woodland W11. 

 
Photograph 27 – Tree T32, branches 
overhanging existing footpath. 

 
Photograph 28 – Tree T33, established close to 
edge of existing footpath. 

 
Photograph 29 – Retaining wall at W11. 

 
Photograph 30 – Ancient woodland W11, 
existing footpath through protection zone. 

 
Photograph 31 – Group G12. 

 
Photograph 32 – Group G14, trees established 
on steep rock embankments. 
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Photograph 33 – Offsite woodland W15, 
established along river valley. 

 
Photograph 34 – Group G16, young trees and 
shrubs established along river valley adjacent 
to existing footpath. 

 
Photograph 35 – Group G18 and W21, self-
seeded young trees and shrubs. 

 
Photograph 36 – Group G43, shrubs and 
young trees established adjacent to footpath. 

 
Photograph 37 – Tree T40. 

 
Photograph 38 – Tree T41. 

 
Photograph 39 – Group G42. 

 
Photograph 40 – Group G46. 
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Photograph 41 – G51 and Tree T53, established 
beneath overhead footbridge. 

 
Photograph 42 – Disused railway bridge, trees 
T54 and T55 visible to right, branches 
overhanging footpath. 

 
Photograph 43 – Tree T55, established 
beneath disused railway bridge. 

 
Photograph 44 – Woodland W59. 

 
Photograph 45 – Woodland W56, early 
mature trees established adjacent to 
footpath. 

 
Photograph 46 – Woodland W58, early 
mature trees established adjacent to 
footpath. 

 
Photograph 47 – Woodland W61, offsite 
established on steep embankment, ancient 
woodland survey location S5. 

 
Photograph 48 – Group G63, young trees self-
seeded adjacent to footpath, ancient 
woodland survey location S5, Japanese 
Knotweed visible behind trees. 
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Photograph 49 – Woodland W62. 

 
Photograph 50 – Tree T65. 

 
Photograph 51 – Group G66. 

 
Photograph 52 – Group G67. 

 
Photograph 53 – Tree T64 and W62. 

 
Photograph 54 – Tree T70, large multi-
stemmed goat willow adjacent to footpath, 
within G67. 

 
Photograph 55 – Tree T70, large multi-
stemmed goat willow adjacent to footpath, 
within G67. 

 
Photograph 56 – Damage caused to footpath 
by roots of Tree T70. 
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Photograph 57 – Group G67, site entrance at 
southern end of the travel route. 

 
Photograph 58 – Tree T71, offsite ash tree with 
significant signs of dieback and dense ivy 
cover. 

 
Photograph 59 – Historic photograph of 
Rhondda River Valley (circa 1984), provided by 
Rhondda Cynon Taff Borough Council 

 
Photograph 60 – Historic photograph of 
Rhondda River Valley (circa 1984), provided by 
Rhondda Cynon Taff Borough Council 
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 PLANNING POLICY AND LEGISLATION 
Wales 
 

At the time of writing this report, the following National Planning Policy and both primary and European 
legislation relating to Arboriculture are considered of relevance to this report: 
 
Planning Policy  
 

Planning Policy Wales – Edition 12 (February 2024)   

The Planning Policy Wales (PPW) document was updated on the 24th of February 2024 and sets out the 
Government's planning policies for Wales and how these should be applied.   

Section 4, Paragraph 4.1.21 states that: “Well integrated green infrastructure, such as SUDS, street trees 
and verges, not only create a pleasant environment but can also achieve a range of other benefits, 
including pollutant filtering, urban cooling, water management and habitat creation. Such features 
should be included as part of a well-designed street layout.”   

Section 1, Paragraph 4.1.45 states that: “Manual for Streets and the Active Travel Design Guidance provide 
advice on reducing the speed and volume of motor vehicles. This includes creating connected and 
permeable road networks, with filtered permeability to prioritise walking and cycling, and careful 
consideration of issues such as street layout and dimensions, and the design and location of footways 
(including use of continuous footways at side streets), crossings, parking, trees, planters and surface 
materials.”   

Section 6 “Green Infrastructure”, Paragraph 6.2.1 states that: “Green infrastructure is the network of natural 
and seminatural features, green spaces, rivers and lakes that intersperse and connect places. Component 
elements of green infrastructure can function at different scales and some components, such as trees 
and woodland, are often universally present and function at all levels. At the landscape scale green 
infrastructure can comprise entire ecosystems such as wetlands, waterways, peatlands and mountain 
ranges or be connected networks of mosaic habitats, including grasslands. At a local scale, it might 
comprise parks, fields, ponds, natural green spaces, public rights of way, allotments, cemeteries and 
gardens or may be designed or managed features such as sustainable drainage systems. At smaller scales, 
individual urban interventions such as street trees, hedgerows, roadside verges, and green roofs/walls can 
all contribute to green infrastructure networks.”   

Paragraph 6.4.15 “The Step-Wise Approach”, section 1b) states that: “Proposals in statutory designated 
sites are, as a matter of principle, unacceptable and therefore must be excluded from site searches 
undertaken by developers. This principle also extends to those sites containing protected species 
and habitats which are irreplaceable (129) Habitats, including the natural resources which underpin them, 
which would be technically very difficult (or take a very significant time) to restore, recreate or replace 
once destroyed, taking into account their age, uniqueness, species diversity or rarity. Examples include, 
ancient woodland and veteran trees, ancient hedgerows, wet woodlands, sand dunes, peatland, species 
rich grassland, long undisturbed soils, blanket bog, salt marsh and lowland fen.”  

Paragraph 6.4.15 “The Step-Wise Approach”, section 2) states that: “When all locational, siting and design 
options for avoiding damage to biodiversity have been exhausted, applicants, in discussion with planning 
authorities, must seek to minimise the initial impact on biodiversity and ecosystems by: “retaining existing 
features, develop a management plan for their future care (e.g., trees, hedgerows, species rich grasslands, 
heath, wetlands, ponds and freshwater habitats) and use appropriate buffers to protect these from 
construction and operational impacts.”  

Section 6 “Trees, Woodlands, and Hedgerows”, Paragraph 6.4.37 states that:   

6.4.37 “Trees, hedgerows, groups of trees and areas of woodland are of great importance for biodiversity. 
They are important connecting habitats for resilient ecological networks and make an essential wider 
contribution to landscape character, culture, heritage and sense of place, air quality, recreation and local 
climate moderation. They also play a vital role in tackling the climate emergency by locking up carbon, 
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and can provide shade, shelter and foraging opportunities, wider landscape benefits such as air and 
diffuse pollution interception, natural flood management, and building materials. The importance of 
trees, in particular urban trees, in creating distinctive and natural places which deliver health and 
wellbeing benefits to communities, now and in the future should be promoted as part of plan making 
and decision taking135. Planning authorities must promote the planting of new trees, hedgerows, groups 
of trees and areas of woodland as part of new development.”  

6.4.238 “Welsh native tree and hedge species, characteristic of the local area, provide a strong ecosystem 
resilience function, and they provide resources for local wildlife, particularly other native plants and 
species. Native tree and hedge species can also complement opportunities for natural regeneration. 
Alongside broader woodland habitat types, such as wood pasture, parkland and traditional orchards, 
native tree and hedge species help to define our cultural heritage and landscape, creating a strong sense 
of place and connection to the past.”  

6.4.39 “Planning authorities must protect trees, hedgerows, groups of trees and areas of woodland where 
they have ecological value, contribute to the character or amenity of a particular locality, or perform a 
beneficial green infrastructure function. Planning authorities should consider the importance of trees and 
woodland, particularly native woodland and valued trees, and should have regard to local authority tree 
strategies or SPG and the Green Infrastructure Assessment. Planning authorities should adopt 
appropriate, locally relevant, time sensitive, minimum tree canopy cover targets for their authority area to 
guide the protection and where appropriate the expansion of canopy cover. The Green Infrastructure 
Assessment and tools such as NRW’s Tree Cover in Wales’ Towns and Cities study and Forest Research’s 
iTree Eco tool will help establish a baseline of canopy cover and guide the identification of appropriate 
and measurable canopy targets.137 Tools to help with design and species choice in urban areas are also 
available.”  

6.4.40 “Where trees, woodland and hedgerows are present, their retention, protection and integration 
should be identified within planning applications. Where surveys identify trees, hedgerows, groups of 
trees and areas of woodland capable of making a significant contribution to the area, these trees should 
be retained and protected. The provision of services and utilities infrastructure to the application site 
should also avoid the loss of trees, woodlands or hedges and must be considered as part of the 
development proposal; where such trees are lost, they will be subject to the replacement planting ratios 
set out below.”  

6.4.41 “Whilst most focus within the planning system is targeted at urban trees, planning authorities 
should recognise the importance of trees within the countryside, either as woodlands, within hedgerows 
and hedge banks, or freestanding trees in fields, or as wood pasture. This is particularly important as the 
effects of climate change are leading towards pests and diseases that are damaging many of our native 
species in the rural landscape. Positive mechanisms of rural tree retention should be considered, and 
measures taken to replace them in an effective and economic manner, either with new planting or by 
allowing them to grow to their full potential.”  

6.4.42 “Permanent removal of trees, woodland and hedgerows will only be permitted where it would 
achieve significant and clearly defined public benefits. Where individual or groups of trees and hedgerows 
are removed as part of a proposed scheme, planning authorities must first follow the stepwise approach 
as set out in paragraph 6.4.15. Where loss is unavoidable developers will be required to provide 
compensatory planting (which is proportionate to the proposed loss as identified through an assessment 
of green infrastructure. Further advice in relation to ancient woodland is available on NRW’s website. value 
(including biodiversity, landscape value and carbon capture). Replacement planting shall be at a ratio 
equivalent to the quality, environmental and ecological importance of the tree(s) lost and this must be 
preferably onsite, or immediately adjacent to the site, and at a minimum ratio of at least 3 trees of a similar 
type and compensatory size planted for every 1 lost. Where a woodland or a shelterbelt area is lost as part 
of a proposed scheme, the compensation planting must be at a scale, design and species mix reflective 
of that area lost. In such circumstances, the planting rate must be at a minimum of 1600 trees per hectare 
for broadleaves, and 2500 trees per hectare for conifers. The planting position for each replacement tree 
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shall be fit to support its establishment and health, and ensure its unconstrained long term growth to 
optimise the environmental and ecological benefits it affords.”  

6.4.43 “Ancient woodland, seminatural woodlands, individual ancient, veteran and heritage trees and 
ancient hedgerows are irreplaceable natural resources, and have significant landscape, biodiversity and 
cultural value. Such trees, woodlands and hedgerows are to be afforded protection from development 
which would result in their loss or deterioration unless very exceptionally there are significant and clearly 
defined public benefits; this protection must prevent potentially damaging operations and their 
unnecessary loss. In the case of a site recorded on the Ancient Woodland Inventory, authorities should 
consider the advice of NRW. Planning authorities should also have regard to the Ancient Tree Inventory, 
work to improve its completeness and use it to ensure the protection of trees and woodland and identify 
opportunities for more planting as part of the Green Infrastructure Assessment, particularly in terms of 
canopy cover.”  

6.4.44 “The protection and planting of trees and hedgerows should be delivered, where appropriate, 
through locally specific strategies and policies, through imposing conditions when granting planning 
permission, and/or by making Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs)140. They should also be incorporated into 
Green Infrastructure Assessments and plans.”  

 Legislation   

The following summary of legislation in Wales sets out the regulations and legal framework concerning 
Arboricultural works and legal protection of trees:    

The Town and Country Planning (Trees) Regulations 1999 sets out the regulations concerning Tree 
Preservation Orders, and Trees in Conservation Areas.   

• Trees in a conservation area that are already protected by a Tree Preservation Order are subject to 
the normal procedures and controls for any tree covered by such an Order.   

• Trees in a conservation area that are not protected by an Order are protected by the provisions 
in section 211 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. These provisions require people to notify 
the local planning authority, using a ‘section 211 notice’, 6 weeks before carrying out certain work 
on such trees, unless an exception applies. The work may go ahead before the end of the 6 week 
period if the local planning authority gives consent. This notice period gives the authority an 
opportunity to consider whether to make an Order on the tree.   

• If a tree in a conservation area is removed, uprooted or destroyed in contravention of section 211 of 
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, the landowner has a duty to plant another tree of an 
appropriate size and species at the same place as soon as he or she reasonably can. The same duty 
applies if a tree in a conservation area is removed because it is dead or presents an immediate risk 
of serious harm. The duty attaches to subsequent owners of the land.   

Forestry Act 1967 (as amended) sets out the regulations and legal operations concerning the felling 
of trees in the UK. The felling of growing trees in England is controlled by the Forestry Act 1967 (the 
Act).    

• The Forestry Commission (FC) is the government regulator that implements and enforces the 
provisions of the Act. The Act states that a felling licence is required to fell any growing tree(s) in 
England unless an exception applies.   

• There are several exceptions to the need for a licence, broadly based on the type and species, 
location and size of the tree, the scale, nature and scope of the felling activity, and person 
responsible for the felling.   

• These exceptions are primarily set out in section 9 of the Act as well as the Forestry (Exceptions 
from Restriction of Felling) Regulations 1979. You can find an accessible summary of these 
exemptions in the FC booklet ‘Tree felling: getting permission’.    
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• Felling trees without the authority of a felling licence where one was required (i.e. no exception 
applies), is an offence under section 17 of the Act.   

• Should a landowner / tree feller wish to fell trees utilising one or more of the exceptions set out in 
the Act, it is established through case law that the burden of proof lies with the landowner / tree 
feller to evidence that the exception applied. The FC need only demonstrate that the felling was of 
sufficient volume to have required a felling licence, and that no felling licence was in place. This is 
known as a reserve burden of proof.   

• When the FC is informed of unlicenced tree felling, an assessment of the felling will be undertaken. 
If the FC is of the opinion that it appears an offence has been committed, the FC may refer the 
case for prosecution and / or secure the restocking of a felled site by serving a Restocking Notice 
in accordance with section 17A of the Act.   

• Forestry (Exceptions from Restriction of Felling) Regulations 1979 sets out legal exceptions to the 
Forestry Act, where a Felling Licence is not required for certain felling operations.   

Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry) (England and Wales) Regulations 1999 sets out the 
regulations for forestry projects, including deforestation. The Forestry Commission is the Relevant 
Authority for the EIA Regs. This includes the permanent or semi-permanent loss of woodland cover.   

• Clearing an area of woodland over time, through continued and lawful use of an exception to the 
need for a felling licence, but without the permission to permanent deforest that area of land, may 
constitute an offence under the EIA Regs. Failure to seek consent where it is required under the 
EIA Regs may also result in enforcement action being taken by the Forestry Commission.   

The Hedgerows Regulations 1997 (as amended) sets out the legal protection of hedgerows, including 
the criteria for ‘importance’ and process for an application to remove a hedgerow.    

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) sets out the legal protection of all wild birds, 
including those which may be nesting in trees. It is an offence to:   

• kill, injure or take wild birds; 

• take, damage or destroy the nests of species that reuse them, such as osprey;   

• take, damage or destroy a nest that’s in use or being built;   

• take or destroy the egg of any wild bird;   

• possess or control any wild bird (alive or dead);   

• possess or control an egg or any part of an egg of a wild bird;   

Additional protection applies to birds listed in schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. It 
is an offence to intentionally or recklessly disturb a schedule 1 bird:   

• on or near a nest containing eggs or young; 

• when it’s building a nest;   

• or its dependent young. 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2017) (as amended) together with the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act (1981) (as amended) sets out the legal protection of all bat species and their 
roosts, including roosts which may occur in trees. This means you may be committing a criminal 
offence if you:   

• Deliberately take , injure or kill a wild bat   

• Intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat in its roost or deliberately disturb a group of bats.   
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• Damage or destroy a place used by bats for breeding or resting (roosts) (even if bats are not 
occupying the roost at the time)   

• Possess or advertise/sell/exchange a bat of a species found in the wild in the EU (dead or alive) or 
any part of a bat.   

• Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to a bat roost.   

  

  



 

 

 

 
© Wildwood Ecology Limited 2024 Page 57 of 57 
 

 RECORDS OF ANCIENT SEMI-NATURAL WOODLAND 

 


