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1. Introduction  

 

Principal Statement 

 

All Local Authorities in Wales have a responsibility (under Section 22 of the Childcare Act 

2006) to secure, as far as is reasonably practicable, sufficient childcare to meet the 

requirements of parents/carers who require childcare in order to work, undertake 

training/education or to prepare for work.  Local Authorities have the lead role in facilitating 

the childcare market to ensure it meets the needs of parents/carers, particularly those on 

low incomes, those with children with disabilities or those who wish their children to attend 

Welsh medium provision. 

 

Section 26 of the Childcare Act 2006 requires Local Authorities to prepare Childcare 

Sufficiency Assessments (CSA’s) in order to have a clear understanding of the childcare 

provision in their area, the needs of parents/carers and to develop an action plan to 

address any gaps identified.  This was updated in April 2016 with the introduction of the 

Childcare Act 2006 (Local Authority Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2016.  These 

changes aim to ensure that the CSA process is improved and in particular will result in: 

 A more consistent and standardised approach to the way in which data is reported 

and captured 

 Better clarity for Local Authorities on the information to be captured and that the 

statutory requirements of the duty are being met  

 A more proportionate and less burdensome approach for Local Authorities  

 Better alignment and integration with other key planning and assessment processes 

at a local and national level 

 

Local Authorities are now required to produce a full Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 

every five years, rather than every three years as previously.  Annual updates of the action 

plan will be introduced from 2018 onwards.  New statutory guidance was issued in August 

2016 to accompany the new regulations.  These detail which organisations and 

stakeholders should be consulted in the preparation of the CSA, along with templates to 

be used by all Local Authorities.   
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Rhondda Cynon Taf (RCT) recognises that affordable, high quality childcare is vital to the 

prosperity of its residents, by supporting parents to enter education/training or the 

workplace.  It is also vital to the wellbeing of the children, ensuring that they are being 

cared for in safe, stimulating environments that support and encourage their development. 

 

RCT recognises the importance of a well trained, qualified workforce and supports a wide 

range of training opportunities and business support to the childcare market. 

 

RCT is proud to have been chosen as one of the early implementers of the Welsh 

Governments’ 30 hour education/childcare offer for eligible 3 and 4 year olds.  This is a 

flagship policy which will aim to support parents into employment and reduce the negative 

effects of poverty on them and their children.   
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1. Context 

 

The changes to the CSA guidance in 2016 aim to ensure that Welsh Government is better 

able to compare the childcare picture in each of the 22 Welsh Local Authorities.  To this 

end, officers in RCT have used the templates provided by Welsh Government in the 

creation of this CSA report. 

 

As well as changes to the CSA guidance, the Care and Social Services Inspectorate 

Wales (CSSIW) has introduced new methods of data collection from registered childcare 

providers.  There is now a requirement on regulated childcare providers to submit their 

data and service analysis electronically via the Self-Assessment of Service Statement 

(SASS).  This will ensure that there will be a correlation of the data analysed in each CSA.   

 

Completion of the online SASS by childcare providers in RCT was 73.2%.  For the 

purposes of consistency, information used within this report, and the appendices, is based 

on the SASS and so will capture information from this percentage of the childcare market 

only.  The findings within this report will therefore not be 100% accurate. 

 

All data for unregistered/exempted childcare is taken from completed provider 

questionnaires provided in August 2016.  Officers are aware of more unregistered 

childcare providers within RCT than the level of returns suggests.  The data for 

unregistered providers is therefore also not 100% accurate. 

 

Unless otherwise stated, all other data used within this report is correct as at 31st 

December 2016. 

 

The guidance issued in 2016 suggests that Local Authorities use the population areas as 

used in the Local Well Being Needs Assessment undertaken by Public Service Boards.  

The locality areas used by the Cwm Taf Health Board for this purpose are Rhondda, 

Cynon, Taf and Merthyr Tydfil.  For the purposes of this report, these areas are too big and 

would not produce any meaningful analysis of the childcare market in these areas.  In 

order to aid comparison and analysis, the 52 wards within RCT have been grouped into 

eight geographical areas (see below).  They have been grouped along Communities First 

areas, natural boundaries, and/or areas of roughly similar population rates.   

 



 

Page 7 of 171 

 

Rhondda Fawr Rhondda Fach Upper Cynon Lower Cynon 
Cwm Clydach Cymmer Aberaman North Abercynon 
Llwynypia Ferndale Aberaman South Cwmbach 
Pentre Maerdy Aberdare East Mountain Ash East 
Tonypandy Penygraig Aberdare West Mountain Ash West 
Trealaw Porth Hirwaun Penrhiwceiber 
Treherbert Tylorstown Penywaun Ynysybwl 
Treorchy Ynyshir Rhigos  
Ystrad    
    
East Taf West Taf North Taf South Taf 
Beddau Gilfach Goch Cilfynydd Brynna 
Church Village Tonyrefail East Glyncoch Llanharan 
Llantwit Fardre Tonyrefail West Graig Llanharry 
Taffs Well  Hawthorn Llantrisant Town 
Tonteg  Pontypridd Town Pontyclun 
Tyn-n-nant  Rhondda Talbot Green 
  Rhydyfelin  
  Trallwng  
  Treforest  
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2. Partnership Working and Consultation 

 

In the preparation of this CSA, a range of data sources have been used, along with the 

views of stakeholders in order to fully understand the childcare market and parental 

demands in RCT.  

 

Data from the 2011 Census has been used to understand the demographics of the 

residents of RCT, along with the ‘Assessments of Local Well-being – Common data set’ 

produced by the Local Government Data Unit for Wales for the preparation of the Local 

Well Being Needs Assessments currently being undertaken.  This will ensure consistency 

of data with the CSA’s from other Local Authorities. 

 

An online parental survey was undertaken from 7th October to 11th November 2016.  This 

was developed using the template provided by Welsh Government and aimed to gather 

the views of parents on current supply of childcare, what the barriers to accessing 

childcare were, and what their future demand for childcare would be.  This was accessible 

via the Council website, and was promoted on the Councils’ Facebook and Twitter 

accounts, as well as through flyers distributed to a variety of settings.  Family Information 

Service Outreach Workers attended several events and groups to promote the survey and 

enable parents to complete it via hand held tablets. 

 

The views of children were also collected via paper questionnaires distributed to out of 

school childcare settings.  The views of children in years 4 – 6 were particularly sought to 

establish their views on attending out of school childcare provision once they move to 

secondary school in year 7.  Care for young people aged 11 -14 years has been a 

consistent message from parents in previous CSA reports and this consultation will help to 

shape services for this age range in the future. 

 

The views of the Play Sufficiency Assessment working group have been considered when 

completing this CSA and officers work closely with Play colleagues to ensure that there is 

continuous development in the out of school and play workforce and provision.  The views 

of childcare providers have been analysed via the SASS data and feedback from the 

childcare Umbrella Organisation’s that support the childcare sector in Wales.  Our 

neighbouring Local Authorities were also consulted in the preparation of this report. 
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3. Childcare Sufficiency Assessment & Local Well Being Needs Assessment 

 

The Local Well Being Needs Assessment is currently being undertaken by Cwm Taf Public 

Health Board.  The purpose of the Cwm Taf Well Being Assessment is to provide a picture 

of the current state of the wellbeing of citizens in Cwm Taf.  It considers the seven 

wellbeing goals as stated in the Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act (2015), 

which are: 

 

1. A prosperous Wales 

2. A resilient Wales 

3. A healthier Wales 

4. A more equal Wales 

5. A Wales of cohesive communities 

6. A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh Language 

7. A globally responsible Wales 

 

For the purposes of the Wellbeing assessment, the areas of RCT and Merthyr Tydfil were 

split into the four locality areas of Rhondda, Cynon, Taff and Merthyr Tydfil.  Although this 

will provide the Cwm Taf Public Services Board with information about the social, cultural, 

economic and environmental wellbeing of the people in these areas, they are not suitable 

for the purposes of the CSA.   

 

In order to fully understand the supply and demand of childcare provision within RCT, it 

has been necessary to break the three RCT locality areas into eight geographical areas.  

The Rhondda locality area has been split into Rhondda Fawr and Rhondda Fach.  The 

Cynon locality area has been split into Upper Cynon and Lower Cynon.  And the Taf 

locality area has been split into four geographical areas – East Taf, West Taf, North Taf 

and South Taf.  Further information on these areas and the demographics within them can 

be found in Section 4.   

 

Cultural wellbeing 

Supporting the delivery of childcare provision through the medium of Welsh will help the 

Public Services Board achieve their aims of cultural wellbeing in Cwm Taf.  RCT has a 

good range of Welsh medium sessional and out of school childcare providers.  Many of 

our Welsh Medium childcare settings are registered with Estyn to delivery nursery 
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education to three year olds who cannot access a pre-nursery place within maintained 

Welsh medium schools.  This is helping to support the delivery and development of the 

Welsh language within RCT and provides a vital choice to parents who want their children 

to be bilingual. 

 

Social wellbeing 

Providing safe, stimulating environments for children can protect them from the adverse 

effects of social deprivation.  The Flying Start programme within Wales is designed 

specifically to ensure that children from deprived areas are not disadvantaged and can 

have the same opportunities in childcare and education settings as their peers from more 

affluent backgrounds.   

 

Childcare and play settings are also an ideal opportunity for children and young people to 

exercise by having fun and playing, and where they can learn about healthy eating and 

lifestyles. 

 

Economic wellbeing 

Employment and training opportunities are inextricably linked to the economic wellbeing of 

residents of Cwm Taf.  The CSA has a vital role in ensuring that there is sufficient 

childcare available so that parents can access these opportunities and that lack of 

childcare is not a barrier to improving levels of poverty.  The geographical nature of RCT 

makes travel links difficult and harder for parents to gain employment.  Ensuring childcare 

provision is located where parents need it to access work or training is an ongoing priority 

for officers.  Childcare related training opportunities will also help residents of Cwm Taf 

improve their economic wellbeing and equip them with the skills to work in the childcare 

sector. 

 

Environmental wellbeing 

Safe outdoor environments within childcare and play settings are sometimes the only 

opportunities children have to play outdoors.  The development of outdoor spaces within 

our childcare and play provision is an ongoing priority for officers within RCT and will help 

support the environmental wellbeing aims of the Cwm Taf Wellbeing Assessment. 
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4. Population 

 

Rhondda Cynon Taf covers an area of the South Wales Valleys stretching from the Brecon 

Beacons in the north, to the outskirts of Cardiff in the south.  It comprises a mixture of 

urban, semi-suburban and rural communities and covers an area of 424 square 

kilometres.  Strategic highway links with the wider region are provided by the M4, A470 

and A465.   

 

Within the RCTCBC Local Development Plan (to 2021), there are three principal towns – 

Aberdare in the Northern Strategy Area and Pontypridd and Llantrisant (including Talbot 

Green) in the Southern Strategy Area.  These are the main strategic sites in the Local 

Development Plan and are subject to significant investment and expansion over the next 5 

years.  Aberdare and Llantrisant are areas where significant housing developments have 

been completed since the last full CSA report in 2014 and where more developments are 

planned over the next five years.  This has therefore had an impact on childcare needs 

within these and surrounding areas, and will continue to do so in the future.  Physical 

constraints within Pontypridd town itself has resulted in most residential developments to 

accommodate the needs of this principal town being provided in the nearby settlements of 

Church Village, Llantwit Fardre, Treforest and Beddau.  Housing developments in 

Hawthorn and Rhydyfelin have also been ongoing since the last full report in 2014.  Again, 

childcare needs in these areas are likely to be affected by continued housing 

developments.  The 2015 CSA update report specifically identified the Church Village area 

as one that would need close monitoring for changes to the childcare market and demand.  

Monitoring of the childcare needs in these areas will remain a priority for officers during 

2017.   

 

In addition to these principal towns, the Local Development Plan also lists key settlements.  

These are: 

Northern Strategy Area 

Ferndale (Rhondda Fach) 

Hirwaun (Upper Cynon) 

Mountain Ash (Lower Cynon) 

Porth (Rhondda Fach) 

Tonypandy (Rhondda Fawr) 

Treorchy (Rhondda Fawr) 
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Southern Strategy Area:  

Llanharan (South Taf) 

Tonyrefail (West Taf) 

 

The Bryncae area to the bottom end of Llanharan has seen significant housing 

development since the last CSA report.  This has seen an increase in demand for nursery 

education places in this area, and an additional non-maintained Registered Education 

Provider has been recruited to fulfil the increased demand for places.  Plans for housing 

developments have received planning approval in the Tonyrefail area and, once 

construction commences, is likely to see an increase in demand for childcare provision in 

the Tonyrefail West ward of this area. 

 

Projected Population figures for the Local Authority area 

Data from InfoBaseCymru suggests that the total population of Rhondda Cynon Taf 

County Borough Council in 2016 is 237,626 with a total of 44,122 0-15 year olds.  This 

equates to 18.6% of the total population in RCT, which is higher than the Wales average of 

17.9%.
1 

 

The projected population estimates for the next 20 years suggest that the total population 

of RCT is going to increase by 3.6%, with the number of 0-15 year olds increasing by 2.1% 

(see tables below). 

 

Figure 1: Population Projections next 20 years - All Ages 

                                            
1 https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Population-and-Migration/Population 
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Figure 2: Population Projections next 20 years - 0-15 year olds 

 

Recent live birth data suggests that the number of live births per year in RCT has 

decreased from 2832 in 2013 to 2759 in 2016.  This is reflected in the number of 

commissioned Flying Start places which will decrease from 720 currently to 704 for the 

2018-2021 commissioning cycle.   

 

However, the projected number of all 0-15 year olds is set to increase from 44,277 in 2016 

to peak in 2024 at 45,580 before settling back to 45,049 in 2037.  This will equate to 

18.3% of the total population of RCT, which is a slightly lower percentage than the 

situation now (see previous page).  The projected increase in 0-15 year olds will be 

monitored to ensure that the childcare provision on offer is suitable for the needs of each 

age range. 

 

Current population data 

Using mid 2015 population estimates, the table below shows the current population totals 

for each area in relation to the number of 0-15 year olds. 
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Figure 3: Total Population per area 

 

 

Area analysis 

The section below provides demographic information about the eight areas used for the 

purposes of this report: 

 

Rhondda Fawr 

 

Figure 4: Rhondda Fawr geographical area 
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The Rhondda Fawr area is the larger of the two Rhondda Valleys within RCT and includes 

communities from Treherbert down to Trealaw.  The key settlements in this area are 

Treorchy and Tonypandy.  It includes two Communities First areas and four Flying Start 

childcare settings.  According to the 2014 Wales Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD), 

there are five LSOA’s in this area that are in Wales’ 10% most deprived LSOA’s. 

 

According to 2011 census data, the average economic activity of the wards within this area 

is 69.0%.  This is below the RCT average of 71.04%.  4.8% of those who are economically 

inactive are classed as looking after home or family.  This is slightly higher than the RCT 

average of 4.7%. 

 

Rhondda Fawr has a total population of 37,437, of which: 

 1187 are aged 2 years and under 

 904 are 3-4 years 

 1309 are 5-7 years 

 1276 are 8-10 years 

 2031 are 11-15 years 

 

There are therefore 6707 children and young people aged 0-15 years in the Rhondda 

Fawr area or 17.9% of the total population.  The total in the 2015 CSA Update Report was 

6785, meaning that there has been a decrease of 78 in the population of 0-15 year olds in 

this area.   
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Rhondda Fach 

 

Figure 5: Rhondda Fach geographical area 

 

The Rhondda Fach area is the smaller of the Rhondda Valleys and consists of 

communities from Maerdy to Cymmer.  The key settlements in this area are Ferndale and 

Porth.  It includes two Communities First areas and seven Flying Start childcare settings.  

According to the 2014 WIMD, there are eight LSOA’s in this area that are in Wales’ 10% 

most deprived LSOA’s. 

 

According to 2011 census data, the average economic activity of the wards within this area 

is 66.3%.  This is below the RCT average of 71.04%.  5.8% of those who are economically 

inactive are classed as looking after home or family.  This is higher than the RCT average 

of 4.7%. 

 

Rhondda Fach has a total population of 31,987, of which: 

 1150 are aged 2 years and under 

 863 are 3-4 years 

 1128 are 5-7 years 

 1036 are 8-10 years 
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 1704 are 11-15 years 

 

There are therefore 5881 children and young people aged 0-15 years in the Rhondda 

Fach area or 18.4% of the total population.  The total in the 2015 CSA Update Report was 

6003, meaning that there has been a decrease of 122 in the population of 0-15 year olds 

in this area.   

 

The Ferndale school catchment within this area has been chosen as one of the initial pilot 

areas for the Welsh Government 30 hour education/childcare offer.  The take up of the 

offer by parents will be closely monitored, as will the ability of the childcare market to cater 

for any additional demand. 

 

Upper Cynon 

 

Figure 6: Upper Cynon geographical area 

 

The Upper Cynon area encompasses the whole of the top end of the Cynon Valley from 

Rhigos down to Aberaman South.  The principal town in this area is Aberdare, and also 

includes the key settlement of Hirwaun.  This area is covered by one Communities First 

area and there are two Flying Start childcare settings.  According to the 2014 WIMD, there 
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are three LSOA’s in this area that are in Wales’ 10% most deprived LSOA’s.  It also 

includes one LSOA that is in Wales’ 10% least deprived LSOA’s.  It can be seen, 

therefore, that there is a broad range of economies, communities and childcare needs 

within this area. 

 

According to 2011 census data, the average economic activity of the wards within this area 

is 68.2%.  This is below the RCT average of 71.04%.  5.2% of those who are economically 

inactive are classed as looking after home or family.  This is higher than the RCT average 

of 4.7%. 

 

Upper Cynon has a total population of 35,046, of which: 

 1213 are aged 2 years and under 

 863 are 3-4 years 

 1309 are 5-7 years 

 1205 are 8-10 years 

 1855 are 11-15 years 

 

There are therefore 6445 children and young people aged 0-15 years in the Upper Cynon 

area or 18.4% of the total population.  The total in the 2015 CSA Update Report was 6460, 

meaning that there has been a slight decrease of 15 in the population of 0-15 year olds in 

this area.   

 

The YG Rhydywaun school catchment has been chosen as one of the initial pilot areas for 

the Welsh Government 30 hour education/childcare offer.  The take up of the offer by 

parents will be closely monitored, as will the ability of the childcare market to cater for any 

additional demand.  This pilot area will particularly test the Welsh medium childcare 

provision available within this area. 
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Lower Cynon 

 

Figure 7: Lower Cynon geographical area 

 

The Lower Cynon area covers the area from Cwmbach to Abercynon.  The key settlement 

in this area is Mountain Ash.  The area is covered by one Communities First area and has 

three Flying Start childcare settings.  According to the 2014 WIMD, there are four LSOA’s 

in this area that are in Wales’ 10% most deprived LSOA’s. 

 

According to 2011 census data, the average economic activity of the wards within this area 

is 69.6%.  This is below the RCT average of 71.04%.  5.5% of those who are economically 

inactive are classed as looking after home or family.  This is higher than the RCT average 

of 4.7%. 

 

Lower Cynon has a total population of 29,245, of which: 

 999 are aged 2 years and under 

 758 are 3-4 years 

 1163 are 5-7 years 

 1071 are 8-10 years 

 1635 are 11-15 years 
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There are therefore 5626 children and young people aged 0-15 years in the Lower Cynon 

area or 19.2% of the total population.  The total in the 2015 CSA Update Report was 5637, 

meaning that there has been a slight decrease of 11 in the population of 0-15 year olds in 

this area.   

 

The Mountain Ash school catchment in this area has been chosen as one of the initial pilot 

areas for the Welsh Government 30 hour education/childcare offer.  The take up of the 

offer by parents will be closely monitored, as will the ability of the childcare market to cater 

for any additional demand.   

 

East Taf 

 

Figure 8: East Taf geographical area 

 

The East Taf area, for the purposes of this report, covers the communities from Beddau to 

Taffs Well, and includes the rapidly expanding communities of Church Village and Llantwit 

Fardre.  There are two Flying Start childcare settings in this area and no Communities First 

areas.   

According to the 2014 WIMD, there is one LSOA in this area that are in Wales’ 10% most 

deprived LSOA’s.  Four LSOA’s in this area are in Wales’ 10% least deprived LSOA’s.  It 
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can be seen, therefore, that there is a broad range of economies, communities and 

childcare needs within this area. 

 

According to 2011 census data, the average economic activity of the wards within this area 

is 78.1%.  This is above the RCT average of 71.04%.  3.5% of those who are economically 

inactive are classed as looking after home or family.  This is lower than the RCT average 

of 4.7%.  

 

East Taf has a total population of 26,773, of which: 

 957 are aged 2 years and under 

 669 are 3-4 years 

 1007 are 5-7 years 

 988 are 8-10 years 

 1472 are 11-15 years 

 

There are therefore 5093 children and young people aged 0-15 years in the East Taf area 

or 19.0% of the total population.  The total in the 2015 CSA Update Report was 5114, 

meaning that there has been a decrease of 21 in the population of 0-15 year olds in this 

area.   This area has seen significant housing development since the 2015 update report, 

and continues to be an area of continuing development.  It is reasonable, therefore, to 

assume that this slight decrease will reverse over the course of the next five years.   

 

The Bryncelynnog school catchment area has been chosen as one of the initial pilot areas 

for the Welsh Government 30 hour education/childcare offer.  The take up of the offer by 

parents will be closely monitored as will the ability of the childcare market to cater for any 

additional demand.  The economic analysis above suggests that there is likely to be a high 

eligibility for the offer in this area, and so officers will be closely monitoring the capacity of 

the childcare market in this area to cater for the increased demand. 
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West Taf 

 

Figure 9: West Taf geographical area 

 

The West Taf area includes the communities of Gilfach Goch and Tonyrefail.  The key 

settlement of Tonyrefail is in this area.  The area is covered by one Communities First area 

and has two Flying Start childcare settings.  According to the 2014 WIMD, there are two 

LSOA’s in this area that are in Wales’ 10% most deprived LSOA’s. 

 

According to 2011 census data, the average economic activity of the wards within this area 

is 69.1%.  This is below the RCT average of 71.04%.  5.2% of those who are economically 

inactive are classed as looking after home or family.  This is higher than the RCT average 

of 4.7%. 

 

West Taf has a total population of 15,983, of which: 

 558 are aged 2 years and under 

 401 are 3-4 years 

 569 are 5-7 years 

 627 are 8-10 years 

 932 are 11-15 years 
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There are therefore 3087 children and young people aged 0-15 years in the West Taf area 

or 19.3% of the total population.  The total in the 2015 CSA Update Report was 3142, 

meaning that there has been a decrease of 55 in the population of 0-15 year olds in this 

area.  Similar to the East Taf area, several planning applications have been approved for 

significant housing developing in this area.  It is therefore reasonable to presume that the 

population of 0-15 year olds, and childcare needs, will increase quickly once these housing 

developments are under way in earnest. 

 

North Taf 

 

Figure 10: North Taf geographical area 

 

The North Taf area includes the areas around the principal town of Pontypridd, from 

Cilfynydd to Treforest.  The area is covered by one Communities First area and has four 

Flying Start childcare settings.  According to the 2014 WIMD, there are three LSOA’s in 

this area that are in Wales’ 10% most deprived LSOA’s. 

 

According to 2011 census data, the average economic activity of the wards within this area 

is 70.5%.  This is below the RCT average of 71.04%.  4.3% of those who are economically 



 

Page 24 of 171 

 

inactive are classed as looking after home or family.  This is lower than the RCT average 

of 4.7%. 

 

North Taf has a total population of 32,878, of which: 

 1151 are aged 2 years and under 

 771 are 3-4 years 

 1069 are 5-7 years 

 975 are 8-10 years 

 1619 are 11-15 years 

 

There are therefore 5585 children and young people aged 0-15 years in the North Taf area 

or 17.0% of the total population.  The total in the 2015 CSA Update Report was 5531, 

meaning that there has been an increase of 54 in the population of 0-15 year olds in this 

area.  There have been significant housing developments in Rhydyfelin and Hawthorn 

since the 2015 update report, which are likely to account for most this increase. 

 

South Taf 

 

Figure 11: South Taf geographical area 
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The South Taf area covers the communities from Brynna to Llantrisant.  It includes the 

principal town of Llantrisant/Talbot Green, and the key settlement of Llanharan.  The area 

is covered by one Communities First area and has one Flying Start childcare setting.  

There are no LSOA’s in this area that are in Wales’ top 100 most deprived LSOA’s.  

According to the 2014 WIMD, there are five LSOA’s in this area that are in Wales’ 10% 

least deprived LSOA’s.  This suggests that this area is relatively affluent when compared 

to other areas of RCT. 

 

According to 2011 census data, the average economic activity of the wards within this area 

is 78.7%.  This is higher the RCT average of 71.04%.  3.5% of those who are economically 

inactive are classed as looking after home or family.  This is lower than the RCT average 

of 4.7%. 

 

South Taf has a total population of 28,062, of which: 

 1107 are aged 2 years and under 

 744 are 3-4 years 

 1185 are 5-7 years 

 1105 are 8-10 years 

 1557 are 11-15 years 

 

There are therefore 5698 children and young people aged 0-15 years in the South Taf 

area or 20.3% of the total population.  The total in the 2015 CSA Update Report was 5534, 

meaning that there has been an increase of 164 in the population of 0-15 year olds in this 

area.  This increase is set to rise over the next few years, as there is significant housing 

and retail development in this area.  The childcare requirements of parents in this area 

were identified as a priority in previous CSA reports, and this continues to be the case. 

 

Analysis 

Although most of the areas are showing slight decreases in the overall population of 0-15 

year olds from the 2015 CSA update report, it is important to note that pockets of 

development are likely to have an impact on these figures over the next five years.   

 

When analysing specific age ranges, it can be seen that Rhondda Fawr area has the 

highest overall number of 0-15 year olds in RCT, whilst West Taf has the lowest.  

However, this is likely the result of differences in the overall population figures for these 
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areas.  It can be seen that West Taf has a higher percentage of 0-15 year olds in 

comparison to the general population than Rhondda Fawr (19.3% to 17.9%).  The 

childcare needs of families in both areas should therefore be analysed further to establish 

if there are any additional childcare requirements. 

 

Rhondda Fawr has the highest number in all specific age ranges, except for 0-2 year olds 

and 5-7 year olds, which is higher in Upper Cynon (5-7 age range joint highest with 

Rhondda Fawr).  This would suggest that general childcare development should be 

explored for all age ranges in Rhondda Fawr, whilst consideration should be given to 

development of pre-school children childcare provision in the Upper Cynon area.  This 

correlates with existing knowledge of the pre-school sector in this area, as there is little 

current pre-school provision.  Demand for non-maintained pre-nursery education places in 

this area is also high and officers are currently exploring options to extend the number of 

Registered Education Providers in the Upper Cynon area. 

 

Main trends and factors likely to affect those figures 

As indicated above, the live birth data for the last 3 years suggests that there is a decrease 

from 2832 to 2759.  If this trend were to continue, it would have an impact on the 

population estimates and would suggest that childcare development would need to be 

concentrated on the older age ranges, rather than on care for the under two’s. However, 

as previously mentioned, there is significant housing developments currently underway, 

particularly in the East Taf and South Taf areas.  These will impact on the population of 0-

15 year olds and subsequently the childcare demands in these areas.   

 

Consultation with Jobcentre Plus suggests that there have not been any major 

employment changes in RCT in the last year.  During 2016, there have been job losses at 

companies in Treforest, Aberdare and Talbot Green, totalling approximately 89 jobs.  

There have been no significant job creation opportunities within RCT over the last year, 

although HMRC have recruited widely.  This is likely to have affected families living within 

RCT.  The Amazon distribution centre in Swansea has also recruited a reasonable number 

of staff, although these have tended to be seasonal. 

 

There is no data to suggest that the job losses detailed above have had an impact on 

childcare demand in these areas.  Likewise, the job creation opportunities outside of the 
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County Borough have not resulted in any noticeable increases in demand for childcare 

within RCT. 

 

The proposed City Deal may impact on employment opportunities in the County over the 

next few years, as will the Taff Vale development in Pontypridd.  The childcare market will 

be monitored to determine if this will impact on childcare needs within the town and 

surrounding areas. 
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5. Overview – Childcare Types, Services and Places 

 

For the purposes of this report, the data for registered provision is taken from the SASS return completed by registered childcare 

providers in Summer 2016.  The survey aimed to capture a snapshot of data for two agreed weeks – term time during week commencing 

11th July 2016, and for holiday provision during week commencing 8th August 2016.  For providers that deliver term time and holiday 

provision, they were required to complete data for both weeks.  Overall, there was a 73.2% completion date by registered providers in 

RCT, compared to a 70.5% completion rate across Wales.  In RCT, this can be broken down as follows: 

 76.2% of childminders 

 76.3% of full day care providers 

 66.7% of out of school care providers 

 71.8% of sessional care providers 

 33.3% of open access play providers 

 

The data for unregistered provision is taken from provider questionnaires completed in Autumn 2016.  The number of returns received by 

unregistered sessional and out of school providers was not high in relation to the number of settings that officers are aware are operating 

within RCT. 

 

This is not a complete overview of the childcare market in RCT and should be used with some caution.  Family Information Service data 

and local knowledge have not been used to supplement this overview of the childcare market, and it is therefore incomplete. 

 

5.1 Number of Childcare Providers & Type of Services (Registered and Unregistered / Approved) 

The following table shows the breakdown of childcare providers offering the following services throughout RCT: 
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Childcare Type No’ of 
registered 
settings 

No’ of 
unregistered 
/ approved 

settings 

Childcare Services Offered No’ of 
registered 

places 

No’ of 
unregistered / 

approved 
places 

Childminder 
 
 

117 0 Full day care throughout the year 104 0 

Half day care throughout the year 88 0 

Before school 103 0 

After school 107 0 

Wraparound 57 0 

Holiday Provision 96 0 

Other 
(Flying Start; Holiday Fun Time scheme; 
weekends on request; emergency care; early 
morning/late evening to cover shift work) 

9 0 

Day Care  

Full Day Care 
 
 

35 0 Full day nursery throughout the year 29 0 

Half day nursery throughout the year 18 0 

Before school 11 0 

Morning Playgroup / Cylch Meithrin 13 0 

Afternoon Playgroup / Cylch Meithrin 13 0 

After school 12 0 

Wraparound 12 0 

Lunch 14 0 

Holiday Provision 18 0 

Crèche 0 0 

Other 
(Flying Start) 

2 0 

Sessional Day Care 
 

29 5 Morning Playgroup / Cylch Meithrin 27 5 

Afternoon Playgroup / Cylch Meithrin 8 0 

Wraparound 8 1 

Lunch 2 0 

Other 2 0 

Crèches 0 0 Operates Full Day 0 0 
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Operates Mornings 0 0 

Operates Afternoons 0 0 

Holiday Provision 0 0 

Other 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

9 6 Before School 3 0 

After School 7 6 

Holiday Provision 3 0 

Playscheme sessions  1 0 

Other 1 0 

Open Access Play 
Provision 
 
 

5 4 Before School 0 0 

After School 1 2 

Holiday Provision 5 0 

Playscheme sessions  1 2 

Other 0 0 

Nanny 0 0 Full day care throughout the year 0 0 

Half day care throughout the year 0 0 

Before school  0 0 

After school  0 0 

Wraparound a part time Early Education 
placement, e.g. playgroup or school 
nursery  

0 0 

Holiday provision in the school holidays 0 0 

Other  0 0 

TOTAL 195 15    

 

In addition to the childcare provision above, each secondary school in RCT delivers extracurricular activities after school and during 

holiday periods for young people aged 11+ through the Youth Engagement and Participation Service.  Although not officially childcare, 

these activities are used by many parents as a safe environment for their children during the first couple of years at secondary school, 

particularly during holiday periods.   
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Geographical Distribution of Childcare Providers & Services provided (Registered and Excepted / Approved) 

Below is an overview of the number of providers in each of the areas, per type, as defined by CSSIW: 

 

R = Registered 
UR = Unregistered RCT Wide Rhondda 

Fawr 
Rhondda 

Fach 
Upper 
Cynon 

Lower 
Cynon 

East Taf West Taf North Taf South Taf 

R UR R UR R UR R UR R UR R UR R UR R UR R UR 

Childminders 
 

117 0 12 0 9 0 17 0 11 0 21 0 7 0 15 0 25 0 

Full Day Care 
 

35 0 7 0 5 0 5 0 5 0 5 0 0 0 3 0 5 0 

Sessional 
 

29 5 6 2 5 2 1 1 4 0 6 0 2 0 4 0 1 0 

Out of School Care 
 

9 6 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 3 1 4 1 

Crèches 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Open Access 
Playschemes 

5 4 0 1 1 0 2 2 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 

Total providers 
 

195 15 25 4 20 3 25 4 20 1 33 0 11 1 26 1 35 1 

 

From the table above, it can be seen that South Taf has the highest number of registered childminders whilst West Taf has the least.  

South Taf also has the highest number of registered Out of School clubs, whilst Rhondda Fawr has the most Full Day Care providers, as 

well as the highest number of registered Sessional Care providers (along with East Taf).  Rhondda Fawr has the highest number of 

unregistered Sessional Care providers in RCT whilst South Taf has the most unregistered Out of School clubs.  Supporting unregistered 

settings to go through the CSSIW registration process is an ongoing priority for officers. 

 

A more detailed analysis of the type and language of services offered by childcare providers can be found in Section 6. 
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5.2 Childcare Places – Supply and Demand per Childcare Type  

 

Registered Provision – Term Time  

 

Childcare Type Term Time 

Places as      
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required  
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder 
 

965 Full day 456 
Half day 165 
Before school 347 
After school 503 
Wraparound 109 
 

996 Full day 252 
Half day 106 
Before school 231  
After school 214 
Wraparound 12 

Autumn term 16 
Spring term 6 
Summer term 26 

Full day 30 
Half day 9 
Before school 27 
After school 38 
Wraparound 6 
 

Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 
 

1316 Full day 789 
Half day AM 292 
Half day PM 306 
Playgroup AM 159 
Playgroup PM 134 
Before school 71 
After school 67 
Wraparound 98 
Lunch 110 
 

1973 Full day 441 
Half day AM 153 
Half day PM 227 
Playgroup AM 99 
Playgroup PM 110 
Before school 50 
After school 39 
Wraparound 14 
Lunch 66 
 

Autumn term 31 
Spring term 6 
Summer term 9 

Full day 43 
Half day AM 12 
Half day PM 5 
Playgroup AM 10 
Playgroup PM 1 
Before school 14 
After school 12 
Wraparound 7 
Crèche 9 
Lunch 1 
 

Sessional Day Care 
 

653 Mornings 527 
Afternoons 302 
Wraparound 3 
Lunch 36 
 

875 Mornings 228 
Afternoons 255 
Wraparound 18 
 

Autumn term 51 
Spring term 53 
Summer term 66 

Mornings 18 
Afternoons 6 
Wraparound 11 
Lunch 3 

Crèches 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Out of School Care 
 

375 Before school 96 
After school 375 
 

560 Before school 75 
After school 310 

0 Before school 69 
After school 56 

Open Access Play 
Provision 

260 62 283 0 0 4 

Nanny 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

Excepted and Approved Provision – Term Time  

 

Childcare Type Term Time 

Maximum capacity 
of childcare places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare places 
required 
as stated in parental 
survey results 

Childminder 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

Sessional Day Care 
 

110 83 20 Autumn term 0 
Spring term 8 
Summer term 0 

 

0 

Crèches 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

604 270 334 Autumn term 0 
Spring term 0 
Summer term 5 

 

0 

Open Access Play 240 240 0 0 0 
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Provision 

Nanny 
 

0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

Registered Provision – School Holidays  

 

Childcare Type School Holidays 

Places as 
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required 
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder 
 

 810 Full time 
Summer 193 
October half term 
149 
Christmas 84 
February half term 
161 
Easter 169 
May half term 145 
 
Part time 
Summer 268 
October half term 
198 
Christmas 136 
February half term 
220 
Easter 217 
May half term 203 
 
Ad Hoc 

Holiday AM 167 
Holiday PM 167 

0 22 
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Summer 75 
October half term 
61 
Christmas 40 
February half term 
55 
Easter 52 
May half term 59 
 

Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 
 

 1055 Full time 
Summer 143 
October half term 
55 
Christmas 32 
February half term 
59 
Easter 54 
May half term 53 
 
Part time 
Summer 637 
October half term 
173 
Christmas 76 
February half term 
131 
Easter 127 
May half term 136 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 59 
October half term 
23 
Christmas 15 
February half term 
23 
Easter 38 
May half term 16 

 

Holiday AM 42 
Holiday PM 31 

0 17 

Sessional Day Care  488 Full time  0 0 
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 Summer 158 
 
Part time 
Summer 149 
October half term 
54 
Christmas 4 
February half term 
6 
Easter 5 
May half term 0 

 

Crèches 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

 116 Full time 
Summer 15 
October half term 4 
Christmas 2 
February half term 
17 
Easter 18 
May half term 18 
 
Part time 
Summer 144 
October half term 
57 
Christmas 20 
February half term 
114 
Easter 112 
May half term 110 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 36 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
20 
Easter 30 
May half term 35 

Holiday 197 0 28 
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Open Access Play 
Provision 

 269 Full time 
Summer 13 
October half term 
30 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
15 
Easter 40 
May half term 10 
 
Part time 
Summer 79 
October half term 
45 
Christmas 22 
February half term 
41 
Easter 56 
May half term 42 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 158 
October half term 
85 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
75 
Easter 85 
May half term 75 

 

 0 11 

Nanny 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Geographical Distribution of Childcare Places per Childcare Type – Supply and Demand – Term Time 

 

Since the return from unregistered providers was particularly low, the data included in this section is taken from the SASS returns of 

registered providers only. 

 

Rhondda Fawr 

Childcare Type Term Time 

Places as      
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required  
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder 
 

96 Full day 41 
Half day 30 
Before school 32 
After school 35 
Wraparound 19 

77 Full day 14 
Half day 13 
Before school 10  
After school 10 
Wraparound 6 

 

0 Full day 2 
Half day 2 
Before school 2 
After school 5 
Wraparound 0 
 

Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 
 

269 Full day 79 
Half day AM 42 
Half day PM 51 
Playgroup AM 32 
Playgroup PM 12 
Before school 23 
After school 19 
Wraparound 0 
Lunch 0 
 

208 Full day 54 
Half day AM 51 
Half day PM 57 
Playgroup AM 40 
Playgroup PM 15 
Before school 3 
After school 7 
Wraparound 0 
Lunch 0 
 

0 Full day 4 
Half day AM 2 
Half day PM 0 
Playgroup AM 1 
Playgroup PM 0 
Before school 0 
After school 0 
Wraparound 0 
Crèche 2 
Lunch 0 
 

Sessional Day Care 
 

126 Mornings 91 
Afternoons 54 
Wraparound 0 

186 Mornings 7 
Afternoons 15  
Wraparound 7 

0 Mornings 2 
Afternoons 1 
Wraparound 2 
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Lunch 0 
 

 Lunch 0 

Crèches 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Open Access Play 
Provision 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Nanny 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

Rhondda Fach 

Childcare Type Term Time 

Places as      
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required  
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder 
 

56 Full day 27 
Half day 6 
Before school 14 
After school 25 
Wraparound 5 

53 Full day 13 
Half day 6 
Before school 6 
After school 1 
Wraparound 0 

 

Autumn term 3 
Spring term 3 
Summer term 3 

Full day 1 
Half day 0 
Before school 1 
After school 1 
Wraparound 0 
 

Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 
 

98 Full day 68 
Half day AM 0 
Half day PM 0 
Playgroup AM 60 
Playgroup PM 60 
Before school 0 
After school 0 

207 Full day 91 
Half day AM 17 
Half day PM 24 
Playgroup AM 39 
Playgroup PM 44 
Before school 0 
After school 0 

0 Full day 3 
Half day AM 0 
Half day PM 0 
Playgroup AM  1 
Playgroup PM 0 
Before school 3 
After school 1 
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Wraparound 0 
Lunch 48 
 

Wraparound 0 
Lunch 30 
 

Wraparound 0 
Crèche 2 
Lunch 0 
 

Sessional Day Care 
 

112 Mornings 97 
Afternoons 68 
Wraparound 2 
Lunch 36 
 

156 Mornings 60 
Afternoons 53 
Wraparound 7 
 

Autumn term 7 
Spring term 1 
Summer term 0 

Mornings 2 
Afternoons 2 
Wraparound 0 
Lunch 0 

Crèches 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Open Access Play 
Provision 

30 Playscheme 30 

 
30 0 0 After school 1 

Nanny 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

       

 

 

Upper Cynon 

Childcare Type Term Time 

Places as      
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required  
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder 
 

163 Full day 75 
Half day 42 
Before school 61 
After school 108 
Wraparound 25 

175 Full day 59 
Half day 19 
Before school 67 
After school 82 
Wraparound 0 

Autumn term 2 
Spring term 0 
Summer term 1 

0 

Day Care 
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Full Day Nursery 
 

162 Full day 40 
Half day AM 29 
Half day PM 40 
Playgroup AM 22 
Playgroup PM 22 
Before school 17 
After school 16 
Wraparound 22 
Lunch 34 
 

329 Full day 23 
Half day AM 29 
Half day PM 30 
Playgroup AM 2 
Playgroup PM 20 
Before school 16 
After school 10 
Wraparound 0 
Lunch 20 
 

0 Full day 3 
Half day AM 1 
Half day PM 0 
Playgroup AM 0 
Playgroup PM 0 
Before school 1 
After school 1 
Wraparound 1 
Crèche 1 
Lunch 0 
 

Sessional Day Care 
 

30 Mornings 30 
Afternoons 30 
Wraparound 0 
Lunch 0 
 

51 Mornings 27 
Afternoons 64 
Wraparound 0 
 

0 Mornings 1 
Afternoons 0 
Wraparound 2 
Lunch 0 

Crèches 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Open Access Play 
Provision 

100 100 85 0 0 After school 1 

Nanny 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

Lower Cynon 

Childcare Type Term Time 

Places as      
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required  
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder 93 Full day 69 125 Full day 38 Autumn term 0 Full day 0 
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 Half day 10 
Before school 44 
After school 37 
Wraparound 8 

Half day 14 
Before school 12 
After school 9 
Wraparound 0 

Spring term 0 
Summer term 9 

Half day 1 
Before school 2 
After school 3 
Wraparound 1 
 

Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 
 

157 Full day 124 
Half day AM 59  
Half day PM 59 
Playgroup AM 26 
Playgroup PM 26 
Before school 24 
After school 24 
Wraparound 31 
Lunch 16 
 

278 Full day 76 
Half day AM 0 
Half day PM 0 
Playgroup AM 7 
Playgroup PM 11 
Before school 28 
After school 22 
Wraparound 1 
Lunch 16 
 

0 Full day 0 
Half day AM 1 
Half day PM 1 
Playgroup AM 0 
Playgroup PM 0 
Before school 0 
After school 1 
Wraparound 0 
Crèche 2 
Lunch 0 
 

Sessional Day Care 
 

72 Mornings 66 
Afternoons 30 
Wraparound 0 
Lunch 0 
 

73 Mornings 43 
Afternoons 30 
Wraparound 0 
 

0 Mornings 0 
Afternoons 1  
Wraparound 1 
Lunch 0 

Crèches 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Open Access Play 
Provision 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Nanny 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
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East Taf 

Childcare Type Term Time 

Places as      
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required  
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder 
 

172 Full day 51 
Half day 22 
Before school 50 
After school 67 
Wraparound 18 

164 Full day 16 
Half day 13 
Before school 20 
After school 15 
Wraparound 4 

Autumn term 1 
Spring term 0 
Summer term 0 

Full day 4 
Half day 2 
Before school 6 
After school 7 
Wraparound 4 
 

Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 
 

216 Full day 171 
Half day AM 39  
Half day PM 39 
Playgroup AM 0 
Playgroup PM 0 
Before school 0 
After school 0 
Wraparound 0 
Lunch 0 
 

368 Full day 31 
Half day AM 26 
Half day PM 79 
Playgroup AM 6 
Playgroup PM 0 
Before school 0 
After school 0 
Wraparound 0 
Lunch 0 
 

0 Full day 8 
Half day AM 2 
Half day PM 2 
Playgroup AM 1 
Playgroup PM 0 
Before school 2 
After school 1 
Wraparound 2 
Crèche 0 
Lunch 0 
 

Sessional Day Care 
 

149 Mornings 105 
Afternoons 39 
Wraparound 1 
Lunch 0 
 

167 Mornings 27 
Afternoons 2 
Wraparound 4 
 

Autumn term 0 
Spring term 0 
Summer term 22 

Mornings 3 
Afternoons 0 
Wraparound 2 
Lunch 0 

Crèches 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

60 Before school 0 
After school 60 
 

60    

Open Access Play 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Provision 

Nanny 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

West Taf 

Childcare Type Term Time 

Places as      
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required  
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder 
 

52 Full day 25 
Half day 20 
Before school 29 
After school 35 
Wraparound 10 

31 Full day 34 
Half day 26 
Before school 27 
After school 22 
Wraparound 0 

0 Full day 1 
Half day 0 
Before school 1 
After school 2 
Wraparound 0 
 

Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 
 

0 0 0 0 0 Full day 2 
Half day AM 1 
Half day PM 0 
Playgroup AM 2 
Playgroup PM 1 
Before school 0 
After school 0 
Wraparound 0 
Crèche 0 
Lunch 1 

 

Sessional Day Care 
 

44 Mornings 44 
Afternoons 20 
Wraparound 0 
Lunch 0 

60 Mornings 15 
Afternoons 4 
Wraparound 0 
 

0 Mornings 1 
Afternoons 0 
Wraparound 2 
Lunch 1 
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Crèches 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

24 Before school 0 
After school 24 
 

168    

Open Access Play 
Provision 

100 After school 100 

 
92 0 0 0 

Nanny 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

North Taf 

Childcare Type Term Time 

Places as      
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required  
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder 
 

140 Full day 90 
Half day 31 
Before school 62 
After school 57 
Wraparound 6 

159 Full day 59 
Half day 6 
Before school 22 
After school 16 
Wraparound 0 

Autumn term 1 
Spring term 1 
Summer term 9 

Full day 5 
Half day 0 
Before school 1 
After school 4 
Wraparound 0 
 

Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 
 

129 Full day 85 
Half day AM 54 
Half day PM 53 
Playgroup AM 8 
Playgroup PM 8 
Before school 0 
After school 0 
Wraparound 32 

168 Full day 12 
Half day AM 17 
Half day PM 29 
Playgroup AM 8 
Playgroup PM 0 
Before school 0 
After school 0 
Wraparound 0 

Autumn term 31 
Spring term 6 
Summer term 9 

Full day 5 
Half day AM 3 
Half day PM 1 
Playgroup AM 0 
Playgroup PM 0 
Before school 1 
After school 1 
Wraparound 0 
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Lunch 48 
 

Lunch 0 
 

Crèche 2 
Lunch 0 
 

Sessional Day Care 
 

88 Mornings 62 
Afternoons 61 
Wraparound 0 
Lunch 0 
 

138 Mornings 49 
Afternoons 87 
Wraparound 0 
 

0 Mornings 2 
Afternoons 1 
Wraparound 0 
Lunch 0 

Crèches 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

86 Before school 56 
After school 86 
 

110    

Open Access Play 
Provision 

30 After school 30 

 
76 0 0 0 

Nanny 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

South Taf  

Childcare Type Term Time 

Places as      
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required  
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder 
 

193 Full day 81 
Half day 21 
Before school 55 
After school 59 
Wraparound 18 

212 Full day 29 
Half day 14 
Before school 67 
After school 59 
Wraparound 2 

Autumn term 2 
Spring term 2 
Summer term 4 

Full day 11 
Half day 5 
Before school 11 
After school 8 
Wraparound 1 
 

Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 285 Full day 222 415 Full day 154 0 Full day 16 
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 Half day AM 69  
Half day PM 64 
Playgroup AM 11 
Playgroup PM 6 
Before school 8 
After school 8 
Wraparound 13 
Lunch 0 
 

Half day AM 13 
Half day PM 8 
Playgroup AM 11 
Playgroup PM 6 
Before school 3 
After school 0 
Wraparound 13 
Lunch 0 
 

Half day AM 2 
Half day PM 1 
Playgroup AM 4 
Playgroup PM 0 
Before school 5 
After school 5 
Wraparound 2 
Crèche 0 
Lunch 0 
 

Sessional Day Care 
 

32 Mornings 32 
Afternoons 0 
Wraparound 0 
Lunch 0 
 

44 Mornings 0 
Afternoons 0  
Wraparound 0 
 

Autumn term 44 
Spring term 52 
Summer term 44 

Mornings 7 
Afternoons 1 
Wraparound 2 
Lunch 2 

Crèches 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

205 Before school 40 
After school 205 
 

222    

Open Access Play 
Provision 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Nanny 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Geographical Distribution of Childcare Places per Childcare Type – Supply and Demand – School Holidays  

 

Rhondda Fawr 

Childcare Type School Holidays 

Places as 
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required 
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder 
 

96 57 Full time 
Summer 4 
October half term 4 
Christmas 4 
February half term 
6 
Easter 4 
May half term 8 
 
Part time 
Summer 34 
October half term 
24 
Christmas 26 
February half term 
31 
Easter 26 
May half term 32 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 6 
October half term 6 
Christmas 6 
February half term 
6 
Easter 6 
May half term 6 

Holiday AM 6 
Holiday PM 5 

 

 3 
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Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 
 

 233 Full time 
Summer 33 
October half term 
32 
Christmas 16 
February half term 
34 
Easter 33 
May half term 34 
 
Part time 
Summer 41 
October half term 
34 
Christmas 15 
February half term 
34 
Easter 34 
May half term 33 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 0 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 

 

Holiday AM 20 
Holiday PM 10 

 2 

Sessional Day Care 
 

 109 Full time 
Summer 39 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Part time 
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Summer 47 
October half term 
42 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 0 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 

 

Crèches 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Open Access Play 
Provision 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Nanny 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

Rhondda Fach 

Childcare Type School Holidays 

Places as 
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required 
as stated in 
parental survey 
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results 

Childminder 
 

 38 Full time 
Summer 17 
October half term15  
Christmas 10 
February half term 
15 
Easter 13 
May half term 19 
 
Part time 
Summer 13 
October half term 
14 
Christmas 4 
February half term 
13 
Easter 16 
May half term  
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 1 
October half term 1 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
1 
Easter 1 
May half term 1 
 

Holiday AM 0 
Holiday PM 0 
 

 3 

Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 
 

 194 Full time 
Summer 42 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Part time 
Summer 111 

Holiday AM 0 
Holiday PM 0 

 1 
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October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 0 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 

 

Sessional Day Care 
 

 128 Full time 
Summer 46 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Part time 
Summer 67 
October half term 9 
Christmas 4 
February half term 
6 
Easter 5 
May half term 0 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 0 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
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May half term 0 

 

Crèches 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Open Access Play 
Provision 

 30 Full time 
Summer 28 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Part time 
Summer 0 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 0 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 

 

   

Nanny 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 
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Upper Cynon 

Childcare Type School Holidays 

Places as 
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required 
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder 
 

 194 Full time 
Summer 48 
October half term 
34 
Christmas 13 
February half term 
47 
Easter 38 
May half term 32 
 
Part time 
Summer 65 
October half term 
45 
Christmas 23 
February half term 
45 
Easter 46 
May half term 47 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 3 
October half term 1 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
2 
Easter 3 
May half term 1 
 

Holiday AM 56 
Holiday PM 56 
 

 0 

Day Care 



 

Page 55 of 171 

 

Full Day Nursery 
 

 63 Full time 
Summer 24 
October half term 6 
Christmas 7 
February half term 
8 
Easter 8 
May half term 8 
 
Part time 
Summer 207 
October half term 5 
Christmas 5 
February half term 
4 
Easter 4 
May half term 4 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 20 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 

 

Holiday AM 0 
Holiday PM 0 

 0 

Sessional Day Care 
 

 60 Full time 
Summer 44 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Part time 
Summer 7 
October half term 3 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
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0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 0 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 

 

Crèches 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Open Access Play 
Provision 
 

 109 Full time 
Summer 0 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Part time 
Summer 29 
October half term 
15 
Christmas 22 
February half term 
26 
Easter 21 
May half term 27 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 55 
October half term 
60 
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Christmas 0 
February half term 
60 
Easter 60 
May half term 60 

 

Nanny 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

Lower Cynon 

Childcare Type School Holidays 

Places as 
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required 
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder 
 

 86 Full time 
Summer 40 
October half term 
28 
Christmas 10 
February half term 
30 
Easter 40 
May half term 36 
 
Part time 
Summer 24 
October half term 
20 
Christmas 18 
February half term 
20 
Easter 21 

Holiday AM 5 
Holiday PM 5 
 

 3 
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May half term 21 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 17 
October half term 
15 
Christmas 15 
February half term 
18 
Easter 18 
May half term 18 
 

Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 
 

 129 Full time 
Summer 20 
October half term 7 
Christmas 5 
February half term 
7 
Easter 7 
May half term 6 
 
Part time 
Summer 106 
October half term 
30 
Christmas 26 
February half term 
27 
Easter 27 
May half term 31 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 5 
October half term 6 
Christmas 4 
February half term 
6 
Easter 6 
May half term  

3 

Holiday AM 0  
Holiday PM 0 

 2 
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Sessional Day Care 
 

 62 0    

Crèches 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Open Access Play 
Provision 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Nanny 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

East Taf 

Childcare Type School Holidays 

Places as 
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required 
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder 
 

 132 Full time 
Summer 10 
October half term 
21 
Christmas 5 
February half term 
11 
Easter 11 
May half term  
11 
Part time 
Summer 49 
October half term 
40 

Holiday AM 11 
Holiday PM 12 
 

 4 
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Christmas721 
February half term 
41 
Easter 40 
May half term 34 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 12 
October half term 
18 
Christmas 4 
February half term 
8 
Easter 4 
May half term 13 
 

Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 
 

 83 Full time 
Summer 6 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Part time 
Summer 17 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 5 
May half term 0 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 0 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 

Holiday AM 0  
Holiday PM 0 

 1 
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Easter 0 
May half term 0 

 

Sessional Day Care 
 

 25 Full time 
Summer 7 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Part time 
Summer 8 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 0 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 

 

   

Crèches 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

 60 Full time 
Summer 14 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
14 
Easter 14 
May half term 14 
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Part time 
Summer 75 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
50 
Easter 50 
May half term  
45 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 36 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
20 
Easter 30 
May half term 35 

 

Open Access Play 
Provision 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Nanny 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

West Taf 

Childcare Type School Holidays 

Places as 
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required 
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder  42 Full time 
Summer 6 

Holiday AM 0 
Holiday PM 0 

 0 



 

Page 63 of 171 

 

 October half term 5 
Christmas 2 
February half term 
2 
Easter 5 
May half term 5 
 
Part time 
Summer 9 
October half term 7 
Christmas 4 
February half term 
8 
Easter 7 
May half term 8 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 3 
October half term 4 
Christmas 4 
February half term 
4 
Easter 4 
May half term 4 
 

 

Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Sessional Day Care 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Crèches 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

 24 Full time 
Summer 1 
October half term 4  
Christmas 2 
February half term 
3 
Easter 4 
May half term 4 
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Part time 
Summer 33 
October half term 
30  
Christmas 15 
February half term 
30 
Easter 35 
May half term 35 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer  
October half term  
Christmas  
February half term  
Easter  
May half term  

 

Open Access Play 
Provision 
 

 100 Full time 
Summer 2 
October half term 
15 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
15 
Easter 20 
May half term 10 
 
Part time 
Summer 19 
October half term10  
Christmas 0 
February half term 
15 
Easter 15 
May half term 15 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 71 
October half term 
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20  
Christmas 0 
February half term 
15 
Easter 20 
May half term 15 

 

Nanny 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

North Taf 

Childcare Type School Holidays 

Places as 
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required 
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder 
 

 113 Full time 
Summer 41 
October half term 
29 
Christmas 26 
February half term 
31 
Easter 31 
May half term 29 
 
Part time 
Summer 25 
October half term 6 
Christmas 5 
February half term 
15 
Easter 16 

Holiday AM 24 
Holiday PM 24 
 

 3 
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May half term 6 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 12 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 

Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 
 

 75 Full time 
Summer 3 
October half term 5 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
3 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Part time 
Summer 36 
October half term 
35 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 34 
October half term 
17 
Christmas 11 
February half term 
17 
Easter 17 
May half term 13 

 

Holiday AM 22 
Holiday PM 21 

 4 
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Sessional Day Care 
 

 104 Full time 
Summer 23 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Part time 
Summer 20 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 0 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 

 

   

Crèches 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

 32 Full time 
Summer 0 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 0 
May half term 0 
 
Part time 
Summer 36 
October half term 
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27  
Christmas 5 
February half term 
34 
Easter 27 
May half term 30 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer  
October half term  
Christmas  
February half term  
Easter  
May half term  

 

Open Access Play 
Provision 

 30 Full time 
Summer 11 
October half term 
15 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 20 
May half term 0 
 
Part time 
Summer 31 
October half term 
20 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
Easter 20 
May half term 0 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 4 
October half term 5 
Christmas 0 
February half term 
0 
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Easter 5 
May half term 0 

 

Nanny 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

South Taf  

Childcare Type School Holidays 

Places as 
per CSSIW 
registration 

Maximum 
capacity of 
childcare 
places 
available daily 

Number of 
children using 
service 

Number of 
vacancies 

Number of 
children on 
waiting list 

Number of 
childcare 
places 
required 
as stated in 
parental survey 
results 

Childminder 
 

 126 Full time 
Summer 27 
October half term 13 
Christmas 14 
February half term 19 
Easter 27 
May half term  
 
Part time 
Summer 49 
October half term 42 
Christmas 29 
February half term 47 
Easter 45 
May half term 46 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 21 
October half term 16 
Christmas 11 
February half term 16 

Holiday AM 65 
Holiday PM 65 
 

 5 
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Easter 16 
May half term 16 
 

Day Care 

Full Day Nursery 
 

 278 Full time 
Summer 15 
October half term 5 
Christmas 4 
February half term 7 
Easter 6 
May half term 5 
 
Part time 
Summer 119 
October half term 69  
Christmas 30 
February half term 66 
Easter 57 
May half term 68 
 
Ad Hoc 
Summer 0 
October half term 0 
Christmas 0 
February half term 0 
Easter 15 
May half term 0 

 

Holiday AM 0 
Holiday PM 0 

 6 

Sessional Day Care 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Crèches 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Out of School Care 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Open Access Play 
Provision 

 0 0 0 0 0 

Nanny 
 

 0 0 0 0 0 
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6. Supply of Childcare 

 

Below is an analysis of registered childcare types in each area by language.  As can be 

seen there is a range of registered Welsh medium provision across the eight areas, except 

for the Rhondda Fawr area.  The high number of Welsh medium sessional care providers 

in the East Taf area correlates with the 2011 census data that reports that 15.1% of 

residents in this area identify themselves as Welsh speakers.  This is the highest 

percentage within the eight areas.  South Taf has the next highest percentage of Welsh 

speakers and the lack of Welsh medium childcare in this area (except for one full day care 

provider) suggests that further exploration in this area may be required. 

 

 

Figure 12: Percentage of Welsh speakers according to 2011 Census 

 

 

Figure 13: Registered provision – Welsh medium 
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Figure 14: Registered provision - English with some bilingual elements 

 

 

Figure 15: Registered provision – English medium 
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6.1 Childminder 

 

6.1.1 Analysis of Supply of Childcare Provision  

Childminding tends to be the childcare type with the most fluidity within the market.  In 

2016, there was a net loss of 33 childminding places throughout RCT, plus the temporary 

loss of 32 places. 

 

There were 15 newly registered childminders in total, two in the Rhonda Fawr area, one in 

Rhondda Fach, two in Upper Cynon, one in Lower Cynon, three in East Taf, three in North 

Taf and two in South Taf, resulting in 22 new places in total.  Five of these providers were 

registered after the SASS completion time and so are not included in the data below. 

Five childminders suspended their registration, two each in the Upper Cynon and East Taf 

area, and one in West Taf area, with the temporary loss of 32 places. 

 

Ten childminders cancelled their registration, two in Lower Cynon, six in East Taf, one in 

North Taf and one in South Taf, resulting in the loss of 55 places.  Of these, all but one 

was before the SASS was due to be completed in August 2016 and are not therefore 

included in the data below. 

 

The diagram below illustrates that the highest number of CSSIW registered childminders 

are in the South Taf area of RCT, followed by East Taf.  The lowest number of registered 

childminders is in West Taf, followed by Rhondda Fach.   

 

At the time of writing, 23 of these childminders are on the RCT Childminding Network.  

These are childminders who have been assessed against a set of quality standards and 

are supported by a Network Co-ordinator.  They offer respite care to children with 

additional learning and physical needs or those deemed vulnerable through the Holiday 

Fun Time programme.  Six of these are in Rhondda Fawr, one in Rhondda Fach, nine in 

Upper Cynon, one in Lower Cynon, one in East Taf, one in West Taf, three in North Taf 

and one in South Taf. 
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Figure 16: Number of registered childminders 

 

Range of services provided  

 Rhondda 
Fawr 

Rhondda 
Fach 

Upper 
Cynon 

Lower 
Cynon 

East Taf West Taf North Taf South 
Taf 

Total 
number of 
childminders 

12 9 17 11 21 7 15 25 

Full day care 
 

10 8 15 10 19 6 13 23 

Half day care 
(AM) 

8 5 13 9 18 4 13 23 

Half day care 
(PM) 

8 5 12 9 19 5 11 17 

Before school 
 

10 6 16 11 20 6 13 19 

After school 
 

10 8 16 11 21 5 13 21 

Wraparound 
 

8 3 6 3 15 2 6 23 

Holiday 
provision 

10 8 13 10 19 4 9 16 

Other 
 

1 1 4 0 0 0 1 20 

 

 

Number of places filled by children who have special educational needs or who require 

specialist care due to a disability 

Of those children attending childminding settings with additional needs, the most common 

type of condition supported is speech, language and communication difficulties.  Network 

childminders have received additional training and support to offer respite and specialist 

12 
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care to vulnerable children and those with additional learning and physical needs.  The 

promotion of the network to newly registered childminders remains a priority for officers. 

 

 Rhondda 
Fawr 

Rhondda 
Fach 

Upper 
Cynon 

Lower 
Cynon 

East Taf West Taf North Taf South 
Taf 

Total 
number of 
children 

17 4 13 1 3 4 10 2 

Speech and 
language and 
communication 
difficulties 

5 0 4 0 3 2 3 1 

Specific 
learning (e.g. 
dyslexia, 
ADHD, 
dyspraxia) 

5 1 4 0 1 1 2 1 

Hearing 
difficulties 

1 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Learning 
difficulties (e.g. 
global 
developmental 
delay) 

4 0 6 0 0 0 3 0 

Visual 
difficulties 

2 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Emotional and 
behavioural 
difficulties 

4 1 5 0 0 1 2 0 

Physical 
 

2 0 3 0 0 1 0 0 

Medical 
condition  

1 1 2 0 0 0 1 0 

 

For those childminders that indicated that children in their care had other medical 

conditions, these include epilepsy, cerebral palsy and the child needing tube feeding.   

 

Number of Welsh language places filled 

Only one childminder indicated that they delivered their service through the medium of 

welsh.  This provider is in the East Taf area of RCT.  There are six places available, but at 

the time of the SASS data being collected, only one place was filled.  This was a full time 

placement, for both term time and school holiday periods. 

 

One childminder indicated that they deliver their service through both Welsh and English 

medium.  This provider is in the Rhondda Fawr area.  There are eight available places, 

with four being filled at the time of the SASS data collection.  During term time, one is a full 

time placement, two are part time and one is ad hoc.  The same pattern is replicated 

during school holiday periods. 
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As with other childcare types, the development of more Welsh medium places remains a 

priority.  Officers will work with PACEY Cymru, the umbrella organisation that supports 

childminders in Wales, to support and increase the use of Welsh in their settings. 

 

Vacancies 

 Rhondda 
Fawr 

Rhondda 
Fach 

Upper 
Cynon 

Lower 
Cynon 

East Taf West Taf North Taf South 
Taf 

Full day care 
 

14 13 59 28 16 34 59 29 

Half day care 
(AM) 

13 6 19 14 11 23 6 14 

Half day care 
(PM) 

10 2 17 6 13 26 6 11 

Before school 
 

10 6 67 12 20 27 22 67 

After school 
 

10 1 82 9 15 22 16 59 

Wraparound 
 

6 0 0 0 4 0 0 2 

Holiday 
provision 
(AM) 

6 0 56 5 11 0 24 65 

Holiday 
provision 
(PM) 

5 0 56 5 12 0 24 65 

TOTAL  
 

74 28 356 79 102 132 157 312 

 

It can be seen that for childminders, the largest number of vacancies are for full day care, 

with childminders in the Upper Cynon and North Taf areas having the highest number of 

vacancies for this type of service.  The lowest number of vacancies overall are for 

childminders in the Rhondda Fach area. 

 

Opening times, including the number offering flexible childcare hours 

Childminders offer the most flexible care for parents who require atypical hours.  During 

term time, 75% of the childminders who completed their SASS return offer care before 

8am with 26% offering care after 6pm.  No childminders offer overnight care during term 

time, with only one offering the service during the school holiday periods.  9% of the 

childminders offer care at weekends in term time, with 8% offering this service during 

school holiday periods.  Although childminders are more flexible with regards to their 

opening and closing times, they do not sufficiently cater for the needs of parents who work 
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weekend or overnight shifts.  Officers will work with PACEY Cymru to explore the reasons 

for this. 

 

Area Term time School holiday periods 
 

Rhondda Fawr All 12 childminders in this area 
state that they offer care before 
8am.  The earliest opening time is 
5am, with most others offering 
care from 7am.  
Four offer care after 6pm. 
No childminders offer overnight 
care. 
Two offer weekend care. 
 

Ten offer care during the school 
holiday periods before 8am. 
Four offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care. 
Two offer weekend care. 

Rhondda Fach Seven of the 9 childminders offer 
care before 8am. 
Two offer care after 6pm, with 7pm 
the latest time stated. 
No childminders in this area offer 
overnight care nor weekend care. 
 

Seven offer care before 8am. 
One offer care after 6pm, up to 
7pm. 
None offer overnight care nor 
weekend care. 

Upper Cynon Ten of the 17 childminders in this 
area offer care before 8am, with 
7am being the earliest start time 
listed. 
Five offer care after 6pm, with 
7.30pm being the latest time. 
No childminders in this area offer 
overnight care. 
Three offer care at weekends, with 
two opening at 7.30am. 
 

Nine offer care before 8am. 
Five offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care. 
Three offer weekend care. 

Lower Cynon Seven of the 11 childminders offer 
care before 8am, with 7am being 
the earliest opening time. 
Two offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care. 
Two offer weekend care. 
 

Five offer care before 8am. 
Two offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care. 
Two offer weekend care. 

East Taf 17 of the 21 childminders offer 
care before 8am, with 7am being 
the earliest opening time. 
Seven offer care after 6pm, with 
7pm being the latest time stated. 
None offer overnight care, nor 
weekend care. 
 

17 offer care before 8am. 
Seven offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care, nor 
weekend care. 

West Taf Six of the 7 childminders offer care 
before 8am, with 6am being the 
earliest opening time. 

Five offer care before 8am. 
One offers care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care, nor 
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One offer care after 6pm to 
6.30pm. 
None offer overnight care, nor 
weekend care. 
 

weekend care. 

North Taf 11 out of 15 childminders offer 
care before 8am, with 7am being 
the earliest opening time. 
Three offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care. 
One offers weekend care. 
 

Nine offer care before 8am. 
One offers care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care. 
One offer weekend care. 

South Taf 18 of the 25 childminders offer 
care before 8am, with 7am being 
the earliest opening time. 
Six offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care. 
Two offer weekend care. 
 

12 offer care before 8am. 
Five offer care after 6pm. 
One offers overnight care. 
One offer weekend car. 

 

 

Range of charges 

When completing the SASS return, providers were asked to report their range of fees in 

terms of an hourly rate.  Some providers did not comply with this and instead reported their 

sessional or daily fees.  Therefore, it is not possible to gather a true comparison of prices 

charged. 

 

For the purposes of this report, the median hourly cost has been calculated and for the 

whole of RCT, the median cost per hour for childminders is £5.00 per hour for all services 

other than wraparound care where the median cost is £4.50 per hour.  This is an increase 

of 20.8% from the average costs reported in the 2015 CSA update report of £4.14 per 

hour.   

 

RCT 
wide 

Full Day 
Care  

 Half Day 
AM  

 Half Day 
PM  

 Before 
School  

 After 
School  

 Wrap-
around  

 Holiday 
Provision 

AM  

 Holiday 
Provision 

PM  

Min £2.10 £3.00 £3.00 £3.25 £3.25 £3.50 £3.00 £3.00 

Max £62.50  £35.00  £32.50   £15.00  £17.50  £27.00  £39.25    £39.25  

Median £5.00  £5.00  £5.00       £5.00  £5.00  £4.50  £5.00  £5.00  

 

 

Median 
cost per 
hour 

Full Day 
Care  

 Half Day 
AM  

 Half Day 
PM  

 Before 
School  

 After 
School  

 Wrap-
around  

 Holiday 
Provision 

AM  

 Holiday 
Provision 

PM  
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Rhondda 
Fawr 

£30.00   £18.00   £11.50   £4.50   £4.75   £4.25   £4.75   £4.75  

Rhondda 
Fach 

 £5.00   £12.35   £12.35   £4.60  £4.70   £4.70   £4.70   £4.70  

Upper 
Cynon 

 £22.13   £12.50   £10.00   £5.00   £5.00   25.00   £9.70   £5.00  

Lower 
Cynon 

 £37.50   22.00   £22.00   £5.50   £5.75   £8.00   £22.00   £22.00  

East Taf 
 

 £4.75   £4.00   £4.25   £5.00   £5.00   £4.25   £4.00   £4.00  

West Taf 
 

 £4.50   £4.50   £4.50   £4.75   £4.75   £5.00   £4.50   £4.50  

North Taf 
 

 £4.20   £4.25   £4.25   £6.50   £5.50   £12.13   £4.20   £4.25  

South 
Taf 

 £4.00   £4.50   £4.50   £4.50   £4.50   £4.00   £4.50   £4.50  

 

 

6.1.2 Summary of Key Strengths and Weaknesses 

Strengths 

 Good number of registered childminders in all areas of RCT 

 Offer wide range of services, including atypical hours 

 Quality of service offered by Network childminders to vulnerable children 

 

Weaknesses 

 Number of Welsh medium childminders 

 Lack of Network childminders in Rhondda Fach, Lower Cynon, East Taf, West Taf 

and South Taf 
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6.2 Full Day Care 

 

6.2.1 Analysis of Supply of Childcare Provision 

There were no new full day care providers registered during 2016.  One provider 

suspended their registration in the Rhondda Fach area, resulting in the temporary loss of 

38 places.  This was before the SASS completion deadline meaning that they are not 

included in the data below.  Three full day care providers cancelled their registration during 

2016, one in Upper Cynon and one in South Taf, resulting in the loss of 84 registered 

places.  Both of these were before the SASS completion date and so are not included in 

the data below. 

 

Despite the loss of places detailed above, the diagram below illustrates that there remains 

a fairly even spread of full day care providers throughout RCT, with the exception of West 

Taf that does not have any registered full day care providers.  However, officers are aware 

of a provision based in Abercerdin Primary School which, although at the top end of the 

Gilfach Goch ward, actually sits within Bridgend County Borough Council.  They are 

registered as a full day care provider and provide a range of services including a morning 

playgroup and after school provision.  Although this is in Bridgend, this provision does 

benefit many children who reside in the West Taf area of RCT. 

 

It is important to note that not all providers registered for full day care operate as full day 

care nurseries.  17.1% of those listed below offer sessional care, as well as wraparound 

care for nursery aged children (6).  They have registered as full day care so that the range 

of services they offer can be extended, whether now or in the future.   
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Figure 17: Number of registered full day care providers 

 

Range of services provided  

 Rhondda 
Fawr 

Rhondda 
Fach 

Upper 
Cynon 

Lower 
Cynon 

East Taf West Taf North Taf South 
Taf 

Total 
number of 
Full day care 
providers 

7 5 5 5 5 0 3 5 

Full day care 
 

6 2 5 5 3 0 3 5 

Half day care 
(AM) 

5 1 2 4 1 0 2 3 

Half day care 
(PM) 

4 1 2 4 1 0 2 3 

Before school 
 

3 0 2 3 0 0 1 2 

After school 
 

3 0 2 4 0 0 1 2 

Wraparound 
 

2 0 2 5 0 0 2 1 

Playgroup / 
Cylch 
Meithrin (AM) 

2 3 1 4 1 0 1 1 

Playgroup / 
Cylch 
Meithrin (PM) 

2 3 1 4 1 0 1 1 

Crèche 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lunch 
 

1 1 5 4 1 0 2 0 

Holiday 
provision 

5 1 3 3 0 0 3 3 

Other 
 

1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

5 

5 

3 

5 
7 

5 

5 
East Taf 

Lower Cynon 

North Taf 

Rhondda Fach 

Rhondda Fawr 

South Taf 

Upper Cynon 
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Number of places filled by children who have special educational needs or who require 

specialist care due to a disability 

Of those children attending full day care settings with additional needs, the most common 

type of condition supported is speech, language and communication difficulties, followed 

by learning difficulties and emotional and behavioural difficulties.  Full day care providers 

are an important part of the Holiday Fun Time programme and provide respite care to 

referred children with additional and learning needs through school holiday periods. 

 

 Rhondda 
Fawr 

Rhondda 
Fach 

Upper 
Cynon 

Lower 
Cynon 

East Taf West Taf North Taf South 
Taf 

Total 
number of 
children 

33 8 14 30 11 0 27 11 

Speech and 
language and 
communication 
difficulties 

7 3 2 5 2 0 2 2 

Specific 
learning (e.g. 
dyslexia, 
ADHD, 
dyspraxia) 

2 0 0 2 2 0 2 0 

Hearing 
difficulties 

2 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 

Learning 
difficulties (e.g. 
global 
developmental 
delay) 

5 2 2 3 1 0 2 2 

Visual 
difficulties 

1 0 1 2 0 0 1 1 

Emotional and 
behavioural 
difficulties 

3 2 4 3 2 0 2 1 

Physical 
 

4 1 1 2 1 0 2 2 

Medical 
condition  

3 1 3 3 2 0 2 1 

 

For those full day care providers that indicated that children in their care had other medical 

conditions, these include autistic spectrum disorder, cerebral palsy, Down’s syndrome and 

epilepsy. 

 

Number of Welsh language places filled 

Six full day care providers reported that they deliver their services through the medium of 

welsh.  There are 199 registered places available at any one time, with 350 children 

currently accessing their services in total.  One of these providers is based in the Rhondda 

Fach area, one in Upper Cynon, two in Lower Cynon, one in East Taf and one in South 
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Taf.  Two of these settings are Flying Start providers and four are Registered Education 

Providers.   

 

Three full day care providers indicated that they deliver their service through Welsh and 

English.  There are 104 registered places available with 90 children currently accessing 

their services.  Two of these are based in Rhondda Fawr and one in Lower Cynon. 

 

Vacancies 

 Rhondda 
Fawr 

Rhondda 
Fach 

Upper 
Cynon 

Lower 
Cynon 

East Taf West Taf North Taf South 
Taf 

Full day care 
 

54 91 23 76 31 - 
 

12 154 

Half day care 
(AM) 

51 17 29 0 26 - 17 13 

Half day care 
(PM) 

57 24 30 0 79 - 29 8 

Before school 
 

3 0 16 28 0 - 0 3 

After school 
 

7 0 10 22 0 - 0 0 

Wraparound 
 

0 0 0 1 0 - 0 13 

Playgroup / 
Cylch 
Meithrin (AM) 

40 39 2 7 6 - 8 11 

Playgroup / 
Cylch 
Meithrin (PM) 

15 44 20 11 0 - 0 6 

Crèche 
 

0 0 0 0 0 - 0 0 

Lunch 
 

0 30 20 16 0 - 0 0 

Holiday 
provision  

20 0 0 0 0 - 22 0 

 

For full day care providers, the largest number of vacancies are for full day care, with 

providers in the South Taf and Rhondda Fach areas having the highest number of 

vacancies for this type of service.  The lowest number of vacancies overall are for full day 

care providers in the North Taf area. 

 

Opening times, including the number offering flexible childcare hours  

Of those full day care providers who completed the SASS return, none offer care overnight 

or weekend care.  40% offer care before 8am during term time, with 37% offering this 

during school holiday periods.  Only one provider offers care after 6pm (3% of the total).   
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Area Term time School holiday periods 
 

Rhondda Fawr Two of the six full day care 
providers in this area state that 
they offer care before 8am.  The 
earliest opening time is 7am. 
None offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care or 
weekend care. 
 

One offers care during the school 
holiday periods before 8am. 
None offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care or 
weekend care. 
  

Rhondda Fach One of the 7 full day care 
providers offers care before 8am, 
opening at 7.30am. 
None offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care or 
weekend care. 
 

One of the 7 full day care providers 
offers care before 8am None offer 
care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care or 
weekend care. 

Upper Cynon Two of the 5 full day care 
providers offer care before 8am, 
with 6.30am being the earliest start 
time listed. 
One offers care after 6pm, to 
6.30pm. 
None offer overnight care or 
weekend care.  
 

Two offer care before 8am. 
One offers care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care or 
weekend care.  
 

Lower Cynon Two of the 5 full day care 
providers offer care before 8am, 
with 7am being the earliest start 
time listed. 
None offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care or 
weekend care. 
 

Two offer care before 8am. 
None offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care or 
weekend care. 
 

East Taf Two of the 5 full day care 
providers offer care before 8am, 
with 7.30am being the earliest start 
time listed. 
None offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care or 
weekend care. 
 

Two offer care before 8am. 
None offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care or 
weekend care. 
 

West Taf No full day care providers in this area 
 

North Taf Two of the 3 full day care 
providers offer care before 8am, 
with 7am being the earliest start 
time listed. 
None offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care or 
weekend care. 
 

Two offer care before 8am. 
None offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care or 
weekend care. 
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South Taf Three of the 5 full day care 
providers offer care before 8am, 
with 7am being the earliest start 
time listed. 
None offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care or 
weekend care. 
 

Three offer care before 8am. 
None offer care after 6pm. 
None offer overnight care or 
weekend care. 
 

 

 

Range of charges 

When completing the SASS return, providers were asked to report their range of fees in 

terms of an hourly rate.  Some providers did not comply with this and instead reported their 

sessional or daily fees.  Therefore, it is not possible to gather a true comparison of prices 

charged. 

 

For the purposes of this report, the median hourly cost has been calculated and for the 

whole of RCT, the median cost per hour for full day care providers is calculated at £37.00 

per hour for full day care and £10.50 per hour for after school provision.  The SASS 

guidance stated that providers were to calculate an hourly fee to input into the SASS so 

that a fair comparison could be made of fees charged.  It is clear that many settings 

misunderstood this guidance and instead inputted sessional or daily rates.  This has 

distorted the data and is not a true representation of the hourly cost of full day care in 

RCT.  The data below should therefore be used with caution. 
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Max £145.00   £32.00   £28.50   £15.00   £16.00   £26.00   £12.00   £12.00   £3.00   £28.10  

Median  £37.00   £21.50   £21.50   £9.00   £10.50   £10.00   £8.25   £7.50   £3.00   £16.50  
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Rhondda 
Fawr 

 £39.63   £24.00   £26.00   £9.00   £10.50  - 
 

£12.00 - 
 

£2.50 £17.00 

Rhondda 
Fach 

 £20.41   £12.90   £12.90  - 
 

- 
 

- 
 

£7.00 £7.00 - 
 

- 
 

Upper 
Cynon 

 £37.00   £15.50   £15.50   £9.25   £9.50   £3.25  £2.83 £2.83 £3.00 - 
 

Lower 
Cynon 

 £25.00   £16.00   £16.00   £5.00   £4.00   £8.75   £7.50   £7.50  £3.00 £5.85 

East Taf 
 

 £37.00   £29.00   £26.50  - - -  £12.00   £12.00  - - 

West Taf 
 

- - - - - - - - - - 

North Taf 
 

£42.00   £27.00   £27.00   £13.00   £15.00   £26.00  - - - £14.00  
 

South 
Taf 

 £39.00   £23.00   £21.50   £8.00   £16.00   £10.00   £9.00   £9.00  - £21.50  
 

 

 

6.2.2 Summary of Key Strengths and Weaknesses 

Strengths 

 Good number of full day care providers throughout RCT (except West Taf) 

 Key partner in delivery of Holiday Fun Time programme and other support for 

vulnerable children and those with additional learning and physical needs 

 Good selection of Welsh medium provision 

 

Weaknesses 

 High number of vacancies, particularly in South Taf and Rhondda Fach areas 

 Do not typically offer atypical hours for parents working shifts or unsociable hours 
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6.3 Sessional Day Care 

 

6.3.1 Analysis of Supply of Childcare Provision 

One new sessional care provider registered during 2016 in the Rhondda Fawr area, with 

the creation of 16 registered places.  Two settings suspended their registration, one in 

Rhondda Fawr and one in North Taf, resulting in the temporary loss of 36 places.  Four 

settings cancelled their registration, three in North Taf and one in South Taf, resulting in 

the loss of 78 registered places.  There was therefore a net loss of 62 registered places in 

2016 and the temporary loss of 36 places. 

 

The diagram below illustrates that the highest number of CSSIW registered sessional care 

providers are in the East Taf and Rhondda Fawr areas of RCT, followed by Rhondda 

Fach.  The lowest number of registered sessional providers are in South Taf and Upper 

Cynon. 

 

 

Figure 18: Number of registered sessional care providers 

 

There were five unregistered sessional care providers who completed questionnaires in 

August 2016.  All of these offer morning only playgroup sessions, one through the medium 

of Welsh, one Welsh and English, two English with bilingual elements and one through the 

medium of English only.  The geographical areas are shown in the chart below: 
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Figure 19: Number of unregistered sessional care providers 

 

Range of services provided  

 Rhondda 
Fawr 

Rhondda 
Fach 

Upper 
Cynon 

Lower 
Cynon 

East Taf West Taf North Taf South 
Taf 

Total 
number of 
Sessional 
care 
providers 

6 5 1 4 6 2 4 1 

Full day care 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Before school 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

After school 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Wraparound 
 

2 1 0 0 3 0 2 0 

Playgroup / 
Cylch 
Meithrin (AM) 

6 5 1 3 5 2 4 1 

Playgroup / 
Cylch 
Meithrin (PM) 

2 1 0 0 3 0 2 0 

Crèche 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lunch 
 

0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 

Holiday 
provision 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

 

 

2 

2 

1 

Rhondda Fawr 

Rhondda Fach 

Upper Cynon 
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Number of places filled by children who have special educational needs or who require 

specialist care due to a disability 

Of those children attending sessional care providers with additional needs, the most 

common type of condition supported is speech, language and communication difficulties.  

This is comparable with the conditions most commonly found in childminder and full day 

care settings.   

 

 Rhondda 
Fawr 

Rhondda 
Fach 

Upper 
Cynon 

Lower 
Cynon 

East Taf West Taf North Taf South 
Taf 

Total 
number of 
children 

9 9 12 12 8 4 17 0 

Speech and 
language and 
communication 
difficulties 

3 4 1 3 3 1 4 0 

Specific 
learning (e.g. 
dyslexia, 
ADHD, 
dyspraxia) 

2 1 0 0 0 1 2 0 

Hearing 
difficulties 

1 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 

Learning 
difficulties (e.g. 
global 
developmental 
delay) 

1 3 0 3 1 1 2 0 

Visual 
difficulties 

0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 

Emotional and 
behavioural 
difficulties 

1 2 0 2 2 1 2 0 

Physical 
 

0 2 0 2 0 1 2 0 

Medical 
condition  

1 2 1 2 1 2 2 0 

 

For those sessional care providers that indicated that children in their care had other 

medical conditions, these include autistic spectrum disorder, cerebral palsy, Down’s 

syndrome and epilepsy. 

 

Number of Welsh language places filled 

Six sessional care providers reported that they deliver their services through the medium 

of welsh.  There are 152 registered places available at any one time, with 201 children 

currently accessing their services in total.  Four of these providers is based in the East Taf 

area, one in West Taf and one in North Taf.  Two of these settings are Flying Start 

providers and four are Registered Education Providers.   
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Three sessional care providers indicated that they deliver their service through Welsh and 

English.  There are 72 registered places available with 67 children currently accessing 

their services.  One of these is based in Rhondda Fawr, one in Rhondda Fach and one in 

North Taf. 

 

Vacancies 

 Rhondda 
Fawr 

Rhondda 
Fach 

Upper 
Cynon 

Lower 
Cynon 

East Taf West Taf North Taf South 
Taf 

Full day care 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Half day care 
(AM) 

7 60 27 43 27 15 49 0 

Half day care 
(PM) 

15 53 64 30 2 4 87 0 

Before school 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

After school 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Wraparound 
 

7 7 0 0 4 0 0 0 

Holiday 
provision 
(AM) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Holiday 
provision 
(PM) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

It can be seen that for sessional care providers, the largest number of vacancies are for 

afternoon half day care, with providers in the Upper Cynon and North Taf areas having the 

highest number of vacancies for this type of service.  The lowest number of vacancies is 

for wraparound care. 

 

Opening times, including the number offering flexible childcare hours 

No sessional care providers who completed the SASS return offer care before 8am, after 

6pm, overnight or at weekends.  However, this registration type does not allow for this 

level of service.  Most sessional care providers open for 2½ to 3 hour sessions, with 

8.45am the earliest opening time for the morning session.  The earliest afternoon session 

starts at 12.15pm.   

 

Range of charges 

For the purposes of this report, the median hourly cost has been calculated and for the 

whole of RCT, the median cost per hour for sessional care providers is calculated at £8.50 

per hour for wraparound and playgroup provision.  The SASS guidance stated that 



 

Page 91 of 171 

 

providers were to calculate an hourly fee to input into the SASS so that a fair comparison 

could be made of fees charged.  It is clear that many settings misunderstood this guidance 

and instead inputted sessional or daily rates.  This has distorted the data and is not a true 

representation of the hourly cost of full day care in RCT.  The data below should therefore 

be used with caution. 
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Min - - -  £7.50   £2.83   £5.50  -  £4.00  - 

Max - - -  £12.00   £40.00   £13.00  -  £4.00  - 

Median - - -  £8.00   £8.50   £8.50  -  £4.00  - 
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Rhondda 
Fawr 

- - - £7.50 £8.25 £6.00 - - - 

Rhondda 
Fach 

- - - £11.00 £8.25 £8.50 - £4.00 - 

Upper 
Cynon 

- - - - - - - - - 

Lower 
Cynon 

- - - - £7.00 £7.00 - - - 

East Taf 
 

- - - £8.00 £12.00 £11.00 - - - 

West Taf 
 

- - - - £8.75 £10.00 - - - 

North Taf 
 

- - - £8.00 £9.00 £9.00 - - 
 

- 

South 
Taf 

- - - - £10.00 - - - - 

 

 

6.3.2 Summary of Key Strengths and Weaknesses 

Strengths 

 Good range of sessional care providers throughout RCT (except South Taf and 

upper Cynon) 
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 Key partner in delivery of Holiday Fun Time programme and other support for 

vulnerable children and those with additional learning and physical needs 

 Good selection of Welsh medium providers 

 

Weaknesses 

 Number of unregistered sessional care providers operating in RCT.  Although 

providing a service to parents, there is no measure of quality or suitability of staff.  

Parents are also not able to take advantage of financial schemes to support them 

with the cost of childcare 

 Lack of sessional care during holiday periods 
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6.4 Crèches  

 

6.4.1 Analysis of Supply of Childcare Provision 

No registered providers reported in the SASS return that they offer Crèche facilities.   

 

Early Years and Family Support Services have a dedicated Flying Start Support Team 

who provide crèche facilities to parents attending Flying Start parenting programmes. This 

team is currently unregistered, delivering sessions that last for less than two hours per 

day.  However the service is currently preparing to register with CSSIW. 

 

6.4.2 Summary of Key Strengths and Weaknesses 

Crèches offer a flexible service to parents who need ad hoc, irregular childcare.  This 

service is particularly beneficial to parents who are attending training or education.  

Officers will monitor the need for crèche facilities and promote this service where 

necessary. 
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6.5 Out of School Care  

 

6.5.1 Analysis of Supply of Childcare Provision 

There was one new out of school childcare provider registered during 2016.  This was in 

the South Taf area and has created 63 new registered places. 

 

The diagram below illustrates that the highest number of CSSIW registered out of school 

care providers are in the South Taf area of RCT, followed by North Taf.  According to 

SASS data, there are no registered out of school care providers in Rhondda Fawr, 

Rhondda Fach, Upper Cynon or Lower Cynon. 

 

 

Figure 20: Number of registered out of school childcare providers 

 

RCT continues to have a high proportion of unregistered out of school clubs.  This has 

been a continuing priority for officers since the last full CSA report in 2014.  Five 

unregistered out of school care providers completed questionnaires in August 2016, 

although officers are aware of more operating throughout the County Borough.  All of 

those that responded to the questionnaire offer after school childcare facilities for less than 

two hours per day.  All deliver their provision through the medium of Welsh, except for the 

setting in West Taf which delivers it through English only.  The geographical distribution is 

illustrated in the chart below: 

 

 

1 

3 

4 
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Figure 21: Number of unregistered out of school care providers 

 

Range of services provided  

 Rhondda 
Fawr 

Rhondda 
Fach 

Upper 
Cynon 

Lower 
Cynon 

East Taf West Taf North Taf South 
Taf 

Total 
number of 
out of 
school care 
providers 

- - - - 1 1 3 4 

Before school 
 

- - - - 0 0 2 1 

After school 
 

- - - - 0 1 2 4 

Wraparound 
 

- - - - 0 0 0 1 

Playscheme 
sessions 

- - - - 0 0 0 1 

Holiday 
provision 

- - - - 0 1 1 1 

 

 

Number of places filled by children who have special educational needs or who require 

specialist care due to a disability 

Of those children attending out of school care settings with additional needs, the most 

common type of condition supported is specific learning, hearing difficulties and specific 

medical conditions.  These include Rett Syndrome, Cerebral Palsy and Downs Syndrome.   

 

 Rhondda 
Fawr 

Rhondda 
Fach 

Upper 
Cynon 

Lower 
Cynon 

East Taf West Taf North Taf South 
Taf 

Total 
number of 
children 

- - - - 7 17 31 0 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

Rhondda Fawr 

Rhondda Fach 

Upper Cynon 

West Taf 

North Taf 

South Taf 
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Speech and 
language and 
communication 
difficulties 

- - - - 1 1 1 0 

Specific 
learning (e.g. 
dyslexia, 
ADHD, 
dyspraxia) 

- - - - 1 1 2 0 

Hearing 
difficulties 

- - - - 1 1 2 0 

Learning 
difficulties (e.g. 
global 
developmental 
delay) 

- - - - 1 1 1 0 

Visual 
difficulties 

- - - - 1 0 1 0 

Emotional and 
behavioural 
difficulties 

- - - - 0 1 2 0 

Physical 
 

- - - - 1 1 1 0 

Medical 
condition  

- - - - 1 1 2 0 

 

 

Number of Welsh language places filled 

One out of school care provider reported that they deliver their services through the 

medium of welsh.  There are 30 registered places available at any one time, with 67 

children currently accessing their services in total.  According to SASS data, this provider 

is based in North Taf. 

 

No out of school care providers reported that they deliver their service through Welsh and 

English.   

 

Officers know that there are six Welsh medium out of school clubs that are currently 

unregistered.  Support has been ongoing with these providers to register their services and 

so offer parents longer hours during term time and extend into school holiday periods.  

This work will continue through the coming year. 

 

Vacancies 

 Rhondda 
Fawr 

Rhondda 
Fach 

Upper 
Cynon 

Lower 
Cynon 

East Taf West Taf North Taf South 
Taf 

Before 
School 

- - - - 0 0 17 58 

After School 
 

- - - - 0 59 10 241 
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Holiday 
Provision 

- - - - 0 58 119 0 

Playscheme 
sessions 

- - - - 0 0 0 0 

Other 
 

- - - - 0 0 0 74 

 

It can be seen that for out of school care providers, the largest number of vacancies are for 

after school care, with providers in the South Taf area having the highest number of 

vacancies for this type of service.  North Taf has the highest number of vacancies for 

holiday provision, whilst South Taf has the highest number of vacancies for before school 

care.   

 

Opening times, including the number offering flexible childcare hours 

In line with the type of registration, none of the out of school club settings that completed 

their SASS returns offer care overnight or at weekends.  22% offer care before 8am during 

term time (2), dropping to 11% during school holiday periods (1).  None offer care after 

6pm either during term time or school holidays. 

 

Only 33% of these settings offer holiday childcare (3).  Of these, they all offer care in all 

holiday periods, except for the Christmas holiday break, when only one provider offers this 

service.  The low rate of out of school clubs offering holiday care is a concern for officers, 

as parents consistently report that holiday childcare for school aged children is required.  

18.2% of parents who do not currently use childcare reported in the parent survey that 

holiday childcare is not available (62), whilst 10.6% of parents who are currently using 

childcare reported the same (11).  This may suggest that the perception amongst parents 

who do not use childcare is that holiday childcare is not available, when in fact this is not 

the case.  This will be investigated further over the coming year. 

 

In light of RCT being selected as one of the early implementers for the Welsh Government 

30 hour education/childcare offer, the development of additional holiday childcare clubs to 

accommodate the anticipated demand will be a priority for officers during 2017/18. 

 

Range of charges 

When completing the SASS return, providers were asked to report their range of fees in 

terms of an hourly rate.  Some providers did not comply with this and instead reported their 
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sessional or daily fees.  Therefore, it is not possible to gather a true comparison of prices 

charged. 

 

For the purposes of this report, the median hourly cost has been calculated and for the 

whole of RCT, the median cost per hour for out of school care providers is £7.00 per hour 

for after school care, and £4.63 per hour for before school care.    

 

RCT 
wide 

 Before School   After School   Wraparound  Playscheme 
session 

Holiday 
Provision  

Min  £2.00   £3.00   £5.14   £28.00   £2.20  

Max  £13.00   £15.00   £7.20   £28.00   £28.00  

Median  £4.63   £7.00   £6.17   £28.00   £18.45  

 

 

Median 
cost per 
hour 

 Before School   After School   Wraparound  Playscheme 
session 

Holiday 
Provision  

Rhondda 
Fawr 

- - - - - 

Rhondda 
Fach 

- - - - - 

Upper 
Cynon 

- - - - - 

Lower 
Cynon 

- - - - - 

East Taf 
 

- £5.00 - - £16.00 

West Taf 
 

- £3.00 - - £20.90 

North Taf 
 

 £7.50   £9.17  - £28.00  
 

£15.10  
 

South 
Taf 

 £4.63   £9.25  £6.17  
 

- - 

 

 

6.5.2 Summary of Key Strengths and Weaknesses 

Strengths 

 Good selection of registered out of school care providers in South Taf area 

 Good selection of Welsh medium out of school care providers (although most are 

currently unregistered) 

 

Weaknesses 
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 Number of unregistered out of school care providers operating in RCT.  Although 

providing a service to parents, there is no measure of quality or suitability of staff.  

Parents are also not able to take advantage of financial schemes to support them 

with the cost of childcare 

 Lack of registered out of school care providers in Rhondda Fawr, Rhondda Fach, 

Upper Cynon or Lower Cynon 

 Reasonably high number of vacancies in registered settings for after school care 

 Low number of out of school care providers who offer holiday care 
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6.6 Open Access Play Provision 

 

6.6.1   Analysis of Supply of Childcare Provision 

The diagram below illustrates that the highest number of CSSIW registered open access 

play providers are in the Upper Cynon area of RCT.  According to SASS data, there are no 

registered open access playscheme providers in Lower Cynon, Rhondda Fawr, East Taf 

and South Taf. 

 

 

Figure 22: Number of registered open access play providers 

 

Range of services provided  

 Rhondda 
Fawr 

Rhondda 
Fach 

Upper 
Cynon 

Lower 
Cynon 

East Taf West Taf North Taf South 
Taf 

Total 
number of 
out of open 
access play 
providers 

0 1 2 0 0 1 1 0 

Before school 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

After school 
 

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Playscheme 
sessions 

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Holiday 
playscheme 
sessions 

0 1 2 0 0 1 1 0 

 

 

 

1 

1 

1 

2 Rhondda Fach 

North Taf 

West Taf 

Upper Cynon 
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Number of places filled by children who have special educational needs or who require 

specialist care due to a disability 

Of those children attending open access playscheme settings with additional needs, the 

most common type of condition supported are physical, followed by specific learning, 

emotional and behavioural difficulties and specific medical conditions.  These include 

asthma, allergies and eczema. 

 

 Rhondda 
Fawr 

Rhondda 
Fach 

Upper 
Cynon 

Lower 
Cynon 

East Taf West Taf North Taf South 
Taf 

Total 
number of 
children 

0 0 6 0 0 0 12 0 

Speech and 
language and 
communication 
difficulties 

0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Specific 
learning (e.g. 
dyslexia, 
ADHD, 
dyspraxia) 

0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Hearing 
difficulties 

0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Learning 
difficulties (e.g. 
global 
developmental 
delay) 

0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Visual 
difficulties 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Emotional and 
behavioural 
difficulties 

0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Physical 
 

0 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 

Medical 
condition  

0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 

 

 

Number of Welsh language places filled 

One open access playscheme provider reported that they deliver their services through the 

medium of welsh.  There are 30 registered places available at any one time, with 76 

children currently accessing their services in total.  According to SASS data, this provider 

is based in North Taf. 

 

No open access playscheme providers reported that they deliver their service through 

Welsh and English.   
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Vacancies 

 Rhondda 
Fawr 

Rhondda 
Fach 

Upper 
Cynon 

Lower 
Cynon 

East Taf West Taf North Taf South 
Taf 

Before 
School 

- 0 0 - - 0 0 - 

After School 
 

- 0 0 - - 0 0 - 

Holiday 
Provision 

- 0 0 - - 0 0 - 

Playscheme 
sessions 
 

- 0 0 - - 0 0 - 

Other 
 

- 0 0 - - 0 0 - 

 

No registered open access playscheme providers reported that they had vacancies for 

their services. 

 

Opening times, including the number offering flexible childcare hours 

In line with the type of registration, none of the open access playscheme providers offer 

care overnight or at weekends.  None offer care before 8am or after 6pm.   

 

Because they are registered with CSSIW, they are able to offer playscheme sessions over 

two hours.  Two settings in Upper Cynon offer sessions from 10am – 2pm and 9am – 3pm 

respectively, whilst the other providers reported that they offered two, two hour sessions 

per day, with a break over lunchtime.   

 

Officers are keen to support open access playscheme providers to extend their registration 

to offer fee paying childcare during the lunchtime periods, and before and after the 

playscheme sessions.  This ‘playcare’ model will allow parents to facilitate a care package 

that covers longer hours during the school holiday periods, but for a reduced price (as the 

playscheme sessions are free).  Despite this being a continuing priority since the last full 

CSA report in 2014, only one provider currently offers this service.  Officers will continue to 

promote this type of service and support settings where possible. 

 

Range of charges 

When completing the SASS return, providers were asked to report their range of fees in 

terms of an hourly rate.  Some providers did not comply with this and instead reported their 

sessional or daily fees.  Therefore, it is not possible to gather a true comparison of prices 

charged. 
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For the purposes of this report, the median hourly cost has been calculated and for the 

whole of RCT, the median cost per hour for open access play providers is £2.13 per hour. 

 

RCT 
wide 

 Before School   After School  Playscheme 
session 

Holiday 
playscheme 

session  

Min - - -  £2.00  

Max - - -  £2.25  

Median - - -  £2.13  

 

 

Median 
cost per 
hour 

 Before School   After School  Playscheme 
session 

Holiday 
playscheme 

session 

Rhondda 
Fawr 

- - - - 

Rhondda 
Fach 

- - - - 

Upper 
Cynon 

- - - £2.00 

Lower 
Cynon 

- - - - 

East Taf 
 

- - - - 

West Taf 
 

- - - - 

North Taf 
 

- - - £2.25 

South 
Taf 

- - - - 

 

 

6.6.2  Summary of Key Strengths and Weaknesses 

Strengths 

 RCT recognises the value and importance to children and families of open access 

play schemes and is supported via core funding and the out of school childcare 

grant 

 Comprehensive training programme supports the playscheme workforce  

 

Weaknesses 

 Number of open access playschemes that are unregistered 

 Confirmation that the Communities First programme is to be discontinued may have 

a detrimental impact on open access playscheme provision in RCT 
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 Chwarae Plant, the play association for RCT, ceased trading in 2016, resulting in 

the loss of four commissioned play schemes 
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6.7 Nanny 

 

6.7.1 Analysis of Supply of Childcare Provision 

Officers are not aware of any nannies on the voluntary approval scheme within RCT.  This 

is not to say that there are nannies working for families residing in RCT but registered in 

neighbouring Local Authorities.   

 

 

6.7.2 Summary of Key Strengths and Weaknesses 

The benefits of home based nanny services include the flexibility and tailored service that 

can be offered to individual family circumstances.  Promotion of the voluntary approval 

scheme may help to promote this form of childcare, particularly for larger families who find 

the cost of childcare prohibitive, or for children with additional learning needs whose 

families would prefer them to be cared for in their own home.  Officers will work with 

PACEY Cymru to promote and support this form of childcare provision. 
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7.  Understanding the Needs of Parents / Carers 

 

7.1  Overview of Consultation 

 

An online survey was created using the Welsh Government template.  This was open to 

parents to complete between 7th October and 11th November 2016.  Family Information 

Service Outreach Officers also attended several community groups, such as parent and 

toddler groups, baby massage and talk and play groups to promote the survey to parents 

in these settings.  During these sessions, 109 parents completed the survey on handheld 

tablets.  Printed flyers were also distributed during these sessions to encourage parents to 

complete the survey online at another time.  425 online surveys were completed in total.  

Therefore, a total of 534 responses were received. 

 

Using the postcode data collected, surveys were completed by respondents living in every 

ward in RCT.  South Taf area had the most overall responses, whilst West Taf had the 

least (see below). 

 

 

Figure 23: Responses to parent survey 

 

Of these responses, 19.5% currently use childcare (104), 63.7% do not currently use 

childcare (340) with 2.1% of these intending to use it in the future (11).  0.6% of 

respondents were currently on maternity leave (3) and intend to use childcare when they 

return to work.   
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Status 
 

Number 

Parent / Carer in work (not expecting a baby) 
 

383 

Parent / Carer in education or training (not expecting a baby) 
 

13 

Parent / Carer seeking work (not expecting a baby) 
 

11 

Parent / Carer seeking education or training (not expecting a 
baby) 

0 

Expecting or on maternity / paternity leave with first child 
 

13 

Adopting first child 
 

0 

Parent / Carer expecting or on maternity / paternity leave with 
additional children  

27 

Adopting or on adoption leave with additional children 
 

3 

Parent / Carer not in work 
 

82 

Parent / Carer not in education or training 
 

6 

 

 

Respondents by annual household income 

Below is the breakdown of household income of the respondents to the parent survey.  

21.9% did not state their household income (117), whilst 30.3% reported that their annual 

household income was below £30,000 per year (162).  Most of these respondents live in 

the Rhondda Fawr and Rhondda Fach areas or RCT.  18.5% reported that their household 

income was above £50,000 per year (99).  The majority of these respondents live in the 

South Taf area, followed by East Taf.   
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Figure 24: Average Annual Household Income 

 

Respondents by Ethnic Group 

1.3% of respondents were from an ethnic group other than White (7).  This is lower than 

the RCT population generally, where the percentage of Black and Minority Ethnic groups 

at the 2011 Census was 2.6% (compared to a Wales wide percentage of 4.4%). 

 

Of these, 42.9% live in the East Taf area (3), 28.6% live in South Taf (2) and 14.3% live in 

Rhondda Fawr (1) and the same in Lower Cynon (1). 

 

Ethnic Group 
 

Number 

White 
 

515 

Mixed / Multiple Ethnic Groups 
 

2 

Asian / Asian British 
 

2 

Black / African / Caribbean / Black British 
 

3 

Other Ethnic Group 
 

0 

Prefer not to say 
 

4 

 

 

Language of Respondents (primary language spoken at home) 

75.7% of respondents stated that the main language spoken in the home was English, 

followed by 21% who stated it was Bilingual and 1.1% other languages.  2.2% of 

33 
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29 
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respondents to the parent survey stated that the main language spoken in the home was 

Welsh.  This is much lower than the 12.3% who reported in the 2011 Census that they can 

speak Welsh.  However, this data is likely to include those who stated that the household 

was bilingual. 

 

 

Figure 25: Language of Respondents 

 

Respondents’ children by age group 

It can be seen from the table below that the highest number of children of respondents to 

the parent survey are in the 8-11 year old age range, followed by the 5-7 year old age 

range.  The respondents had 151 children and young people of secondary school age and 

above (12-17 years). 

 

Age Number 
 

Under 12 months 
 

61 

12 - 18 months 
 

46 

19 - 23 months 
 

32 

2 years 
 

61 

3 years 
 

60 

4 years 
 

65 

5 - 7 years 
 

208 

12 

404 

112 

6 

Welsh only 

English only 

Bilingual 

Other languages 
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8 - 11 years 
 

213 

12 - 14 years 
 

93 

15 - 17 years 
 

58 

 

 

Respondents with children who have special educational needs or disability  

 

Special Educational Needs / Disability 
 

Number 

Speech and language 
 

35 

Specific learning (dyslexia) 
 

7 

Hearing difficulties 
 

9 

Learning difficulties 
 

17 

Visual difficulties 
 

8 

Emotional and behavioural difficulties 
 

33 

Physical 
 

12 

Medical condition 
 

41 

Other (specify) 
 

13 

 

Of those that recorded medical condition or ‘other’, the responses include: 

 ADHD 

 Autism 

 Cerebral palsy 

 Club feet 

 Diabetes 

 Down Syndrome 

 Dyslexia / Dyspraxia 

 Epilepsy 

 Global developmental delay 

 Selective mutism 
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7.2 Current Use of Childcare 

 

7.2.1  Analysis of Current Use of Childcare Provision 

 

Range of services being used  

During term time, the most popular types of childcare provision used are full day care, after 

school clubs and free breakfast clubs.   

 

‘Other’ types of childcare used by parents in term time are predominantly family members, 

grandparents being the main carers.   

 

During school holiday periods, again family/grandparents were listed as the main type of 

‘other’ childcare.  Parents also listed sports clubs/outdoor adventure facilities.  Although 

not strictly childcare, these types of clubs are used by parents as such.  

 

Of those that use childminders, 37% use them for full day care (30), 33% before schools 

(27) and 46.9% after school (38).  22% of those who use childminders use them for 

holiday care (22) and 7.4% for wraparound services around a nursery education place (6). 

 

Of those who use full day care providers, 49.4% use them for full day care (43), 13.8% for 

AM only sessions (12), 5.7% for PM only sessions (5) and 19.5% for holiday provision 

(17).  8% of respondents use full day care providers for wraparound care (7), 16.1% before 

school (14) and 13.8% after school (12). 

 

60% of respondents who use sessional care providers use them for morning 

playgroup/Cylch Meithrin sessions (18), with 20% using them for afternoon sessions (6).  

36.7% use them for wraparound services (11), suggesting that sessional care provision is 

the most popular type of childcare for this service.   

 

65.4% of respondents stated that they use crèches for full day care (17).  However, no 

providers stated in the SASS that they are registered with CSSIW as a crèche.  Local 

knowledge by officers suggests that there was only one registered crèche within RCT at 

the time of the report being written.  This suggests that these respondents did not fully 

understand the terminology of each childcare type and that it is likely they were referring to 

full day care provision. 
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Those that use out of school childcare provision, 64% use them for after school (57) with 

31.5% using them during holiday periods (28).   

 

Two parent respondents reported that they use nanny services for full day care.  Officers 

are not aware of any nannies operating within RCT that are registered on the voluntary 

approval scheme.  Both respondents were from the North Taf area.   

  

91.2% of those who responded stated that during term time, they access childcare 

provision within the Local Authority (93), 3.9% outside the Local Authority (4) and 4.9% a 

mixture of both (5).  Of those that access childcare provision outside of RCT, three access 

care in Cardiff, one in Bridgend and one in Vale of Glamorgan. 

 

During school holiday periods, 77.7% use childcare within the Local Authority (80), 11.7% 

outside of the Authority (12) and 10.7% a mixture of both (11).  Of those that access 

childcare provision outside of RCT, four access care in Cardiff, three in Vale of Glamorgan 

and one in Bridgend. 

 

Number of places required for children who have special educational needs or who require 

specialist care due to a disability 

RCT currently co-ordinates a holiday referral scheme for children with additional and 

physical needs, as well as those deemed vulnerable and in need of respite care.  The 

Holiday Fun Time programme supported 991 children to access childcare and play 

provision in each of the school holiday periods during 2016.  Provision is made up of full 

day care providers, out of school care providers, network childminders and open access 

playscheme providers.  773 of these children needed additional support in order to access 

the provision and 191 required transport to their nearest provision.  185 of these children 

were referred by RCT’s Team Around the Family (TAF) service.  This service supports 

vulnerable families by offering a bespoke package of support.  This programme not only 

offers valuable support to families who are vulnerable or who have children with additional 

learning and physical needs, it also supports the sustainability of childcare and play 

settings.   

 

RCT no longer funds an Assisted Places scheme to support low income and vulnerable 

families to access term time out of school childcare provision.  The out of school childcare 
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grant has been used to directly offer some support to children in out of school settings 

during 2016/17.  During the coming year, officers will link with other agencies and council 

departments to look at how better vulnerable families can be supported to access 

childcare provision.  

 

Number of places used by language category 

Most childcare places utilised by respondents are through the medium of English.  Out of 

school provision through the medium of Welsh is the most popular form of Welsh medium 

childcare provision used.  However, other than one out of school childcare setting, all 

Welsh medium out of school provision in RCT is currently unregistered.  This means that 

parents are not able to access financial support for childcare costs through government 

funded schemes or through Employer based childcare voucher schemes.  Officers will 

continue to offer support to these settings to register with CSSIW during the coming year.  

This will be particularly important in light of the implementation of the Welsh Government 

30 hour education/childcare offer later in 2017, as these clubs will then be able to extend 

their service to offer longer hours during term time and school holiday provision.   

 

 

Figure 26: Language choice of respondents per childcare type 

 

Reasons for using / not using childcare 

93.4% of parent responses indicated that the main reason for using childcare is in order for 

the parent(s) to work (170 responses).  The second most common reason at 12.1% is for 
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social or learning benefits for the child (22).  Five responses were from parents who use 

childcare to access education/study and two used it whilst seeking employment.  

 

Parent responses indicate that the most common reason for not using childcare is that 

family and friends look after their children (141 responses).  Childcare being too expensive 

(115) and one or both parents being at home and so not needing childcare (85) were the 

next most common responses.  The highest number of these three responses were from 

parents in the Rhondda Fawr and Rhondda Fach areas.   

 

Childcare not available when needed warranted a big response, with before 8am (71) and 

school holiday periods (60) the most common times when childcare is not available.  42 

responses indicated that care after 6pm is needed, with 13 needing overnight care and 22 

weekend care.  Lack of childcare in atypical hours has been noted in previous CSA reports 

and continues to be a priority for officers in RCT.  However, the sustainability of such 

provision remains a problem.  If the parent survey is indicative of the whole of RCT, it is 

likely that there is not enough demand for weekend and overnight care to ensure that 

providers who offer these services will be able to become sustainable.  Analysis of the 

SASS returns in Section 6 shows that childminders are the only childcare type that offer 

childcare at atypical times.  75% offer care before 8am, compared to 40% of full day care 

providers.  Care offered after 6pm is less prevalent, with 26% of childminders offering this 

service and 3% of full day care providers.  Currently none of the childcare providers who 

completed the SASS offer overnight care and only 9% of childminders offer weekend care 

with no full day care providers offering this service.   

 

Other reasons given in the parent survey for not using childcare include: 

 I work school hours 

 I don’t need childcare every morning, ad hoc childcare is difficult 

 I work nights and my husband works days to be able to look after our children 

 I changed my career to become a childminder as I couldn’t find any childcare 

which was suitable 

 After school club finished at 5.30pm and I don’t get home from work until 6pm 

 I believe it is extremely important to be there for your children so work around 

school hours 

 My wife’s shifts enable her to be flexible around school times when our family is 

not available 
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 I am self-employed so, luckily, I can tailor my working hours around my children 

 

Accessibility / availability and affordability of childcare provision 

The table below reflects the feedback from parents on how the accessibility / availability 
and affordability of childcare provision can be improved.   
 
For term time provision, the most common improvements needed are: 

 18.7% more affordable (100)  

 15.7% care before school 7.30am-9am (84) 

 13.5% after school 3.30pm-6pm (72) 
 
For school holiday periods, the most common improvements required are: 

 14.8% more affordable (79) 

 8.8% full day care 8am-6pm (47) 

 6% available before 8am (32) 
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Some of the text comments from parents to suggest improvements and improve 

accessibility include: 

 

Term time 

 Opening hours of childcare settings does not allow enough time for parents to get to 

and from work  

 Better wraparound care for part-time 3 year olds 

 Catering for a child with additional support needs 

 More 'play scheme' activity during the holidays that children can go to on an ad hoc 

basis 

 Quality childcare is too expensive – almost not worth me going to work 

 My husband works variable shifts that differ on a weekly basis so it would be 

beneficial to change the days my children attend after school club without having to 

pay for those days upfront 

 

School holiday periods 

 A few childcare opportunities through the medium of welsh in RCT during the 

holidays up to the age of 11, very limited after this age I don't know of any 

 Although the clubs my kids frequent are good, they are the only option available 

and for 2, very expensive 

 It costs me over £250 a week to place both of my children in a play scheme over 

the summer holidays full time. I am expecting another baby in March and with 

nursery costs it will make it too expensive for me to go to work!  Some cheaper 

school holiday provision which is excellent quality would be very welcome. If it 

exists already I have not been able to find any information 

 There are no childminders local with spaces (East Taf area), I can only get care for 

3 days, no local holiday club that are affordable for 2 kids, no after school club so 

they can play with friends.  We live in an area where a higher proportion of people 

work.  Nothing available from the council 

 Need to make more provision for working families who only have 4/5 weeks holiday 

a year and need to cover at least 13 weeks when children are not in school. 

Appreciate parents can take separate holidays to cover, however, this is detrimental 

to the wellbeing of the family as they cannot spend quality time together 
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Parental views on the childcare on offer 

The table below illustrates parental views on the childcare provision on offer in RCT.  As 

can be seen 28.8% of respondents agree that childcare is too expensive (154).  However, 

28.7% of respondents are satisfied with the quality of their childcare during term time 

(153).  This is positive in that parents do recognise that the childcare provision on offer is 

of a good quality and suits their needs.  However, the ongoing message is one of cost and 

the burden this places on family budgets.  The introduction of the Welsh Government 30 

hour education/childcare pilot offer later in 2017 aims to address this and offer, low income 

families in particular, support with the impact childcare costs place on their disposable 

income. 

 

18.9% of parents do not know where to find information on financial assistance for 

childcare (101).  This would suggest that more work needs to be done on promoting the 

Family Information Service and government websites that can inform parents on the types 

of support available. 
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7.2.2  Summary of key strengths and weaknesses 

Strengths 

 Parents recognise the value of high quality childcare provision 

 Parents are satisfied with their term time childcare 

 

Weaknesses 

 Affordability of childcare provision, both in term time and school holidays 

 Before and after school provision during term time  

 Overnight and weekend care provision 
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7.3 Demand for Childcare Provision 

 

7.3.1  Analysis of Demand for Childcare Provision 

 

Range of services required  

Of the respondents who do not currently use childcare, 77.9% stated that affordable 

childcare is the most important consideration if they were to use it in the future (306), 

followed by 76.1% who would value good quality childcare (299).  60.1% would look for 

childcare close to their home (236), while 51.1% would require after school or holiday care 

(201). 

 

 

 

Number and type of child places required (full time, part time, ad-hoc) 

Parents who were likely to use childcare in the future were asked what their requirements 

would be.  Parents were asked to tick all types of childcare required, so may have chosen 

more than one option. 

 

For those who would like to use a childminder, 64.7% would like them for full day care 

(11), followed by 35.3% for wraparound care for nursery aged children (6).   
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For full day care providers, 63.3% would require full day care (19) followed by 36.7% 

requiring a morning half day session (11). 

 

For sessional care providers, 80% would require morning playgroup/Cylchoedd Meithrin 

sessions (8), followed by 50% requiring playgroup/Cylchoedd Meithrin sessions (5) and 

50% requiring wraparound care for nursery aged children (5). 

 

For those who would require out of school care services, 78.6% would require before 

school care (11), followed by 57.1% requiring after school care (8). 

 

24 respondents would want to use family and friends. 

 

Number of places required by language category 

Of those respondents who will require childcare in the future, 51.5% reported that they will 

require English medium care (17), followed by 39.4% requiring Welsh and English medium 

care (13).  Only 9.1% of respondents would require Welsh medium childcare (3).   

 

Those that would require Welsh medium care live in the West Taf, North Taf and South 

Taf areas of RCT.   

 

Childcare times, including the number offering flexible childcare hours 

Respondents were asked when they would need childcare to be available.  23.8% would 

require care before 8am (88), with 15.4% requiring care after 6pm (57).   

 

4.3% would need overnight care (16) with 7.3% would require weekend care (27).  21.1% 

would require care during holiday periods (78). 

 

As mentioned in other sections, nearly all primary schools in RCT currently participate in 

the Welsh Government Free Breakfast initiative.  However, these clubs are only available 

for less than an hour before school start times, and so do not obviously cater for the 

childcare requirements of working parents.  Officers will liaise with colleagues in the 

catering department to see if there are opportunities to develop fee paying care to 

supplement the times that these free breakfast clubs operate for. 
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Age range of children for whom childcare is required 

For those who have indicated they will require childcare in the future, 38.1% have children 

under the age of 12 months (16), 11.9% between 12-18 months old (5), 9.5% have 

children between 19-23 months old (4), 11.9% aged 2 years (5), 4.8% aged 3 years (2), 

2.4% aged 4 years and 21.4% aged 5-7 years old (9). 

 

7.3.2  Summary of key strengths and weaknesses 

Strengths 

 Parents plan to use childminders and sessional care providers for wraparound care 

for nursery aged children 

 Parents plan to use before and after school provision during term time 

 Parents recognise the importance of good quality childcare provision 

 

Weaknesses 

 Lack of Welsh medium provision in West Taf, North Taf and South Taf will require 

further exploration 

 Parents do not access childcare because they feel it is too expensive 

 Opening hours are not flexible enough for some parents 
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7.4 Barriers to Childcare Provision 

 

7.4.1 Accessibility of Childcare Provision  

16.7% of respondents to the parent survey whose child has a disability or additional 

learning needs reported that they are unable to access childcare provision because it does 

not cater for their child’s additional needs (7).  However, of those that do use childcare 

provision, the same amount (16.7%) said that the childcare provision they use does cater 

for their child’s needs (7).  3.5% of respondents class themselves as having a disability as 

defined under the Equality Act.  Of these parents, only one currently uses childcare 

provision.  This is a Flying Start provision and the parents stated that the reason for using 

the provision was for the social and learning benefits of their child. 

 

7.4.2 Barriers experienced by specific target groups 

Barriers for parents and children accessing childcare provision remain a concern to 

officers within RCT.  There are specific schemes available to offer respite care to parents 

of children with additional learning and physical needs, such as the Holiday Fun Time 

programme delivered by the Early Years and Family Support Service.  Additional support 

funding to access Flying Start and non-maintained registered education provider settings 

also offer children the opportunity to access the same provision as their peers.   

 

It would appear from consultation with the other specific groups detailed below, that the 

cost of childcare is a key barrier to them accessing registered childcare provision.  The 

introduction of the Welsh Government 30 hour education/childcare offer for eligible 3 and 4 

year olds in RCT from September 2017, will support eligible parents with their childcare 

costs and so therefore encourage them to use registered provision rather than relying 

predominantly on friends and family.  For those parents who are not currently in work, the 

introduction of this offer may encourage them to seek employment.   

 

The introduction of the national tax free childcare scheme may also prove an incentive to 

some parents in the following groups to use registered childcare provision. 

 

(I) Working Parents 

71.7% of the parents who responded to the survey were in employment (383).  Of these, 

42.9% do not currently use childcare (229).  54.1% stated that they did not use childcare 

because friends and family care for their children (124), followed by 32.8% who state that 
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childcare is too expensive (75).  Other reasons given include parents changing shift 

patterns to avoid childcare costs, working school hours or term time only, being self-

employed and so having more flexibility over working hours.  Five respondents stated that 

they worked as childminders, thus being able to care for their own children whilst also 

earning an income. 

 

(ii) Parents seeking work or training opportunities 

2.1% of respondents to the parental survey were seeking work or training opportunities 

(11).  Of these, 90.9% do not currently use childcare provision (10).  The main reason 

given for this is that childcare is too expensive (5), followed by they, or their partner, is a 

stay at home parent and so do not need childcare (4), and friends or family caring for their 

children (2). 

 

Of these respondents, if they were to use childcare, affordability would be the main factor 

to consider (8), followed by quality (7), flexible payment (4), close to home (4) and after 

school or holiday periods (3). 

 

(iii) Unemployed Households 

15.4% of respondents are not currently in employment (82).  Of these, 90.2% do not 

currently use childcare provision (74).  Of these, the overriding reason is that they, or their 

partners, are a stay at home parent (54), followed by childcare being too expensive (25).   

 

For those families that have one parent not in employment, the European funded project 

Parents Childcare and Employment (PaCE) is currently available to support those parents 

into education, training and employment.  Support is available for the cost of childcare 

provision so that this barrier is removed so they can access the workplace or education 

opportunities. 

 

(iv) Low income families 

30.3% of respondents to the parental survey indicated their household income was 

£30,000 per annum or below (162).  74.7% of these do not currently use childcare (121).  

The overriding reasons for this are childcare is too expensive (49), followed by being a 

stay at home parent (40) and care by friends and family (39).   
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62.9% would be looking for affordable childcare if they were to use registered childcare 

provision (102), followed by 56.2% looking for good quality childcare (91) and 46.9% 

looking for childcare close to their home (76).  Other requirements would be 35.38% 

looking for care close to their child’s school (58), 33.3% would be looking for care after 

school and during school holidays (54) and 30.8% would look for flexible hours/ad hoc 

care (50). 

 

(v) Lone parent families 

14% of respondents to the parental survey stated that they were lone parent families (75).  

The highest number of these live within Rhondda Fawr (15) and Rhondda Fach (15), 

followed by South Taf (12) and Lower Cynon (10).   

 

62.7% are in employment or education/training (47), whilst 30.7% are not in employment 

or education/training (23).  2.8% are expecting a child or on maternity/paternity leave (2) 

and 4% are seeking work (3). 

 

Of those that work or are in education/training, 72.3% do not use childcare (34).  The most 

common reason for this is that friends and family care for their children (14), followed by 

childcare is too expensive (13) and no childcare available at times that are needed (4).  

Other reasons given include that they work school hours and that ad hoc childcare is 

difficult to find. 

 

Of those not in work, education/training or those seeking work, most are stay at home 

parents and have no need of childcare (14), followed by childcare being too expensive 

(10). 

 

PaCE advisors have reported to officers that their clients state a lack of childcare is still a 

barrier to accessing employment or education/training, particularly: 

 Childcare facilities for older children 

 Lack of pickup services or wraparound provision for nursery aged children 

 Lack of registered after school childcare provision, particularly on school site 

 Relying on public transport makes dropping children off at childcare provision 

difficult 

 

 



 

Page 125 of 171 

 

(vi) Families from ethnic minority backgrounds 

Of the 2% families who responded to the parental survey from ethnic minority 

backgrounds, and of these that work, 54.6% do not use childcare provision (6).  The main 

reason at 36.3% for this is that friends and family look after their children (4), followed by 

18.2% reporting that childcare is too expensive (2). 

 

As with previous CSA reports, there is no evidence to suggest that families of ethnic 

minority backgrounds are unable or unwilling to access current childcare provision 

because of their ethnicity or language.  This will be kept under review.   

 

(vii) Families with children who have special educational needs, or a disability 

7.9% of respondents reported that one or more of their children have additional learning 

needs or a disability (42).  Of these, 76.2% do not currently use childcare provision (32).  

46.9% are stay at home parents (15).  15.6% rely on friends and family to care for their 

children (5), followed by 12.5% who have not been able to source suitable childcare to 

cater for their child’s additional learning needs (4).  One family reported that they share the 

care of their child with their partner and that to facilitate this they both work part time.   

 

1.9% of all respondents who have children with additional learning or physical needs use 

childcare (10).  Of these the main reason is that one or both parents go to work (9), 

followed by social and learning benefits for their child (1) and the provision of support via 

assisted places funding (1). 
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8. Early Years Part Time Education (Foundation Phase) & Flying Start Provision 

 

8.1 Analysis of Early Years Part Time Education (Foundation Phase) 

 

Number of childcare providers funded to provide Early Years Part Time Education 

As at December 2016, there were 25 Registered Education Providers (REP’s) within RCT.  

Six of these are registered as full day care providers whilst the remaining are sessional 

care providers.  The highest number of REP’s is within the East Taf and South Taf areas.  

Upper Cynon and West Taf only have one REP situated within these areas.  There is no 

specific evidence to conclude that more REP’s are needed in the West Taf area.  

However, officers are aware of the need for more REP’s in the Upper Cynon area and are 

actively looking at how this number can be increased. 

 

 

Figure 27: Distribution of Registered Education Providers 

 

15 of the Registered Education Providers deliver their provision through the medium of 

Welsh.  This is largely due to Welsh Medium Primary Schools traditionally only having one 

intake per year (each September).  This means that those children born in the Spring and 

Summer terms are not able to access pre-nursery education other than through non-

maintained REP’s.   
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Figure 28: English medium Registered Education Providers 

 
 

 

Figure 29: Welsh medium Registered Education Providers 

 

All REP’s follow the Foundation Phase curriculum and are inspected by Estyn in the same 

way as schools in the maintained sector are.  An Early Years Advisory Teacher (EYAT) 

supports these settings to ensure that the principles of the Foundation Phase are 

implemented to meet Estyn standards.   

 

RCT is currently piloting a scheme where the Welsh Medium REP’s are supported and 

advised by staff from their catchment Welsh Medium Primary School.  It is hoped that this 

will lead to closer partnership working between the setting and the schools and improve 
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the transition arrangements for children.  The outcome of this pilot will be assessed at the 

end of the Summer 2017 term. 

 

Officers are also currently exploring ways in which the application for REP places can be 

amalgamated into the central School Admissions process. If successful, this will aid the 

allocation of school/REP places to pre-nursery children and will help schools plan in 

advance for nursery/reception places, especially where support is required for children 

with additional learning and physical needs.  This work will also assist the Council in 

implementing the Welsh Government pilot 30 hours education / childcare offer for 3 and 4 

year olds, of which RCT is one of the pilot LA’s. 

 

Number of schools funded to provide Early Years Part Time Education 

RCT currently funds part time nursery education (15 hours per week) for children from the 

term following their third birthday, and full time nursery education (30 hours per week) from 

the term following their fourth birthday.  This is more than the Welsh Government 

recommended 10 hours per week. 

 

The majority of nursery aged children in RCT are able to access pre-nursery education in 

their catchment primary school.  Where this is not possible, limited places are available 

within private and voluntary, non-maintained registered education settings. 

 

There are currently 102 primary schools who offer nursery education to three and four year 

olds.  In the Summer 2016 term, 878 three year olds were receiving their nursery 

education in schools, with 2779 four year olds accessing this provision.   

 

Number of childcare places filled, required and available 

Since 2015, the number of children accessing their pre-nursery education place in REP’s 

has increased by 17.3% (from 375 in Summer term 2014 to 440 in Summer term 2016).  

This is set to increase again in the current academic year and may be attributed to 

increased awareness amongst parents of their eligibility for this provision from the term 

following their child’s third birthday. 

 

Additional REP’s have been identified and supported to become education providers, and 

the Early Years Advisory Teacher is currently working with an additional four settings, one 

English medium setting in the Rhondda Fawr, one in Rhondda Fach, one in East Taf and 
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one Welsh medium setting in the South Taf area to cope with anticipated future demand in 

these areas. 

 

Number of parents not claiming their free entitlement and reasoning 

47 respondents to the parent survey stated that they did not know about the entitlement.  

41 stated that their children were already in full time education.  Some of the text 

responses included the following reasons for not claiming the entitlement: 

 I work fulltime, therefore am unable to take and pick up my child 

 No availability of spaces at my nearest provider 

 There were no registered settings in my areas when I was entitled unless it was 

welsh medium 

 I disagree with RCT policy that parents don’t get to choose who gets funding 

 Preferred setting not registered [to deliver early years education] 

 

As well as those stated that they did not take up their entitlement, 20 respondents stated 

that they did not know if they were claiming the entitlement or not.  This suggests that 

there is still confusion amongst parents of what the early education entitlement is and how 

they can access it.  This is likely to be an ongoing priority to streamline the process during 

2017/18. 

 

Childcare required by parents to enable them to claim their full entitlement 

Respondents to the parent survey reported that the provision of a breakfast club (29) 

would be the most required additional childcare needed to help them take up their early 

education entitlement, followed by after nursery/school wraparound provision (24). 

 

8.2 Summary of key strengths and weaknesses 

Strengths: 

 Well developed network of Registered Education Providers in RCT  

 Improved collaborative working between School Admissions and the REP aim to 

simplify the admissions process for early education places 

 Improved transition links between Welsh medium REP’s and their catchment 

primary schools 

 Strong support from the Early Years Advisory Teacher 

 

Weaknesses: 
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 Lack of English medium REP’s in the Upper Cynon and Lower Cynon areas 

 Capacity of schools and REP’s to offer pre-nursery places to all eligible three year 

olds – the introduction of the Welsh Government 30 hour education/childcare pilot 

offer may exacerbate this 

 Capacity of the Early Years Advisory Teacher to offer support and guidance to all 

new English medium REP’s, particularly as officers are actively looking to recruit 

more REP’s in specified areas 
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8.3 Analysis of Flying Start Provision 

 

Number of childcare providers funded to provide Flying Start, including Flying Start only 

provision 

There are currently 50 providers eligible for funding to deliver Flying Start provision to just 

over 750 eligible children in RCT.  Of these settings, ten are registered as full day care 

providers, 18 are sessional care providers and 22 are network childminders.  Of these 

providers, six are Flying Start only provision, with the rest ‘mixed economy’. 

 

 

Figure 30: Distribution of Flying Start settings 

 

 

Figure 31: Language of Flying Start settings 
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Number of parents living in a Flying Start area, who are accessing free childcare  

91 parents who responded to the parent survey live within a Flying Start area, with 172 

stating that they don’t know if they live within a Flying Start area or not.  Of those that are 

aware they live in a Flying Start area, 22 of them access their Flying Start entitlement.  Of 

these, four live in the Rhondda Fawr area, 10 in Rhondda Fach, three in Upper Cynon, 

one in Lower Cynon, two in West Taf and two in North Taf. 

 

Number of parents not accessing free childcare and reasoning  

60 respondents are not accessing Flying Start provision.  The children of 17 respondents 

are now too old for the programme, with ten who have children who are too young.  14 did 

not know about their entitlement, two don’t think their children will benefit, five state that 

there is no suitable Welsh medium provision available and five did not want to access a 

place in the local Flying Start setting. 

 

8.4 Summary of key strengths and weaknesses 

 

Strengths 

 A Flying Start Approved Supplier list was introduced in November 2015 to 

supplement the commissioned settings.  Approved suppliers can offer childcare to a 

maximum of four children before being required to enter into a full tender/contract.  

It is hoped that this will encourage more Welsh Medium providers to apply to deliver 

Flying Start provision. 

 

Weaknesses 

 Lack of Welsh medium Flying Start childcare providers. 
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9. Free Breakfast Club Provision 

 

9.1 Analysis of Free Breakfast Club Provision 

 

Although not strictly childcare, the Welsh Government funded Free Breakfast Club 

initiative is used as such by many working families.  In RCT, there are 107 WG Free 

Breakfast Clubs available within Primary Schools, Special Schools and Pupil Referral 

Units.   

 

59.1% of registered childcare providers stated in their SASS that they provide before 

school childcare (117).  103 of these are childminders, with 11 full day care providers 

offering this service and three out of school childcare providers (see table below).  These 

are fee paying services but, unlike the Welsh Government Free Breakfast initiative, can 

offer care earlier in the morning, and so are likely to be more suitable for working parents.  

It is also important to remember that not all parents using these services will have school 

aged children.   

 

 

Figure 32: Distribution of before school childcare providers 

 

The data below shows the number of available places in WG breakfast clubs in RCT for 

week commencing 22nd January 2017.  There are clubs in each of the areas listed below in 

both languages, as well as the three dual language schools in RCT.  There is now just one 

primary school located in the South Taf area that does not participate in this scheme. 
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Area 
English medium 
places available 

Welsh medium 
places available 

Dual Language 
places available 

Rhondda Fawr 695 91 0 

Rhondda Fach 688 148 0 

Upper Cynon 616 46 34 

Lower Cynon 719 54 0 

East Taf 478 165 0 

West Taf 315 42 0 

North Taf 489 114 67 

South Taf 415 101 108 
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10. Working Tax Credit / Universal Credit and Employer Supported Childcare / 

Tax Free Childcare 

 

10.1 Analysis of Working Tax Credit / Universal Credit and Employer Supported 

Childcare / Tax Free Childcare 

 

Number of respondents claiming per childcare provision and number of children attending 

8.6% of respondents to the parental survey are currently claiming the childcare element of 

working tax credit / universal credit (46).  It can be seen from the chart below that the 

highest number of claimants is in the North Taf area, followed by South Taf.   

 

 

Figure 33: Parents claiming childcare element of working tax credit 

 

Of these, 10 use childminders, eight full day care providers, two use sessional care 

providers and six out of school provision.  The language choice of provision can be seen 
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Figure 34: Language choice of respondents claiming childcare element of working tax credits 

 

13.1% of respondents are currently claiming assistance through an Employer supported 

scheme such as Employer Based Childcare Vouchers (70).  The vast majority of these 

respondents live in the South Taf area of RCT (32), following by East Taf (14). 

 

 

Figure 35: Parents utilising Employer based childcare voucher scheme 

 

Of these, 15 use childminders, 23 full day care providers, 15 use sessional care providers 

and 21 out of school provision.  The language choice of provision can be seen below: 
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Figure 36: Language choice of respondents utilising Employer Based Voucher Scheme 

 

The responses above are predominantly from parents in the East Taf, North Taf and South 

Taf areas of RCT.  This would suggest that there are high levels of working parents in 

these areas (which previous data in this report would corroborate).  The eligibility for 

working tax credits would suggest that many of these parents are on relatively low 

incomes, whilst the use of Employer Based Voucher schemes would suggest that these 

parents are working for bigger employers who tend to offer these schemes, rather than 

local SME’s (small and medium enterprises). 

 

Number of respondents intending to claim in future and childcare requirements 

9.4% of respondents to the parental survey intend to claim the childcare element of 

working tax credit / universal credit in the future (50).  The geographical distribution of 

these parents can be seen below: 
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Figure 37: Parents intending to claim childcare element of working tax credits 

 

Of these respondents, the breakdown of the childcare type they intend to use can be seen 

below: 

 

 

Figure 38: Childcare type respondents intend to use when claiming childcare element of working tax credits 

 

14.2% of respondents intend to utilise Employer based childcare voucher schemes in the 
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Figure 39: Parents intending to utilise Employer based childcare voucher schemes 

 

Of these respondents, the breakdown of the childcare type they intend to use can be seen 

below: 

 

 

Figure 40: Childcare type respondents intend to use when utilising Employer based childcare voucher schemes 

 

Number of respondents not claiming and reasoning 

72.7% of respondents do not currently claim the childcare element of working tax credits 

(388).  The most popular reason for this is that 46.9% know they are not eligible (182), 

followed by 25.5% who are unsure if they are eligible (99) and 24.7% do not know about 

the childcare element of the working tax credit (96). 
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 Only work part time due to lack of childcare facilities for 8 and 9 year old children; 

would work full time if childcare was available (Rhondda Fach) 

 Poor health so unable to work 

 Out of school deregistered.  Parents were not informed and so some were 

penalised for claiming too much tax credit 

 

86% of respondents do not currently utilise Employer based childcare voucher schemes 

(459).  27.9% reported that this is because they do not know about the schemes or are not 

eligible (129 each) and 19% are unsure if they are eligible for these schemes (87). 

 

Other reasons given include: 

 Childcare setting not registered or does not accept childcare vouchers 

 Family members care for children 

 Self employed or work from home 

 Scheme not supported by employer 

 Lack of information on Family Information Service website regarding Employer 

based childcare voucher schemes 

 

10.2  Summary of key strengths and weaknesses 

Strengths 

 High number of families benefitting from childcare element of working tax credits 

and Employer based childcare vouchers 

 

Weaknesses 

 Continued lack of awareness amongst some parents about available financial 

support for childcare costs  
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11. Sustainability  

 

Direct grants / funding for childcare providers 

RCT currently offers childcare providers two types of grant scheme – one for the creation 

of new provision or expansion of current provision, and one to support the sustainability of 

settings.   

 

During 2016/17, eight grants were awarded to support new childcare provision.  These 

were funded using the Out of School Childcare Grant awarded to RCT by Welsh 

Government.  The geographical distribution and childcare type supported can be seen 

below: 

 

 

Figure 41: Childcare type and location of new provision grants awarded in 2016/17 

 

Seven grants were awarded to support current childcare providers to expand their 

services.  Three of these were to be able to offer wraparound services to nursery aged 

children, with another three to support settings to expand in order to offer additional 

services to parents when the 30 hour education/childcare pilot scheme starts in September 

2017.  The other grant was a contribution towards the purchase of a minibus for an out of 

school setting to be able to offer pick up services from additional schools.  The 

geographical distribution and childcare type supported can be seen below: 
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Figure 42: Childcare type and location of extension of provision grants awarded in 2016/17 

 

Nine sustainability grants were awarded during 2016/17.  Three were to support staffing 

costs, two to support rental costs, one to support registration costs for an unregistered 

setting with the remainder supporting the purchase of essential resources and equipment.  

The geographical distribution and childcare type supported can be seen below: 

 

 

Figure 43: Childcare type and location of sustainability grants awarded in 2016/17 

 

Funding is likely to be available for new provision, and extension of current provision, 
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education/childcare pilot offer for eligible 3 and 4 year olds in RCT from September 2017.  

It will also be used to support the creation of new childcare settings where there are 

identified gaps in provision to cater for this pilot scheme.    

 

It is yet to be confirmed if there will a sustainability grant available to childcare providers in 

2017/18. 

 

Other support to aid sustainability 

Officers are aware of the financial burden on childcare providers of ensuring that staff 

members are kept up to date with their safeguarding, food hygiene and first aid 

qualifications.  Although the EYFSS training centre keeps the cost of these courses to a 

minimum, it is still difficult for some providers to fund these courses.  In order to aid this, 

funding was made available during the 2016/17 financial year to purchase places on these 

courses for childcare settings.  17 places were purchased for childcare providers on 

Safeguarding courses, 10 places on Food Hygiene courses and 13 on First Aid courses.  

Staff from 11 settings benefited from this funding.   

 

Officers are keen to offer this support again during the next financial year, as feedback 

from providers has been very positive, particularly from settings who are currently going 

through the CSSIW registration process. 

 

CSSIW de-registrations 

During 2016, 17 childcare providers cancelled their CSSIW registration.  Of these, ten 

were childminders, three full day care providers and four sessional care providers.  A 

further five childminders suspended their registration, along with one full day care provider 

and two sessional care providers.  The geographical distribution can be seen below: 
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Figure 44: Number of cancelled CSSIW registrations in 2016 

 

 

 

Figure 45: Number of suspended CSSIW registrations in 2016 

 

It is a concern that there so many childminders ceased to trade.  Although personal 
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0 0 

1 

2 

6 

0 

5 

3 Rhondda Fawr 

Rhondda Fach 

Upper Cynon 

Lower Cynon 

East Taf 

West Taf 

North Taf 

South Taf 

1 

1 

2 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

Rhondda Fawr 

Rhondda Fach 

Upper Cynon  

Lower Cynon 

East Taf 

West Taf 

North Taf 

South Taf 



 

Page 145 of 171 

 

12. Cross Border 

 

As part of this assessment, neighbouring Local Authorities were consulted to determine if 

they had received childcare enquiries from parents who reside within RCT.  The Family 

Information Service was also asked to report on all requests for childcare within RCT from 

families who live in neighbouring authorities.  The RCT parent consultation undertaken in 

Autumn 2016 also received some responses from parents in neighbouring authorities.   

 

Caerphilly 

Three respondents to the Caerphilly parent consultation reported that they use childcare 

within RCT, both for term time and holiday time. 

 

The Family Information Service has not received any enquiries from residents of Caerphilly 

regarding childcare provision in RCT. 

 

Vale of Glamorgan 

Vale FIS had 10 telephone enquiries from residents of RCT in the last year – one from 

East Taf, seven from South Taf and two from North Taf. 

The enquiries were for: 

 1 x Childminder 

 1 x Cylch Meithrin 

 1 x Day Nursery 

 1 x Playgroup 

 1 x Crèche  

 

They were not able to give us information regarding online or email enquiries. 

 

The Family Information Service has not received any enquiries from residents of the Vale 

regarding childcare provision in RCT. 

 

Officers have received one response from a parent living in the Vale to the RCT parent 

consultation.  This parent does not currently use childcare provision for their child, as they 

are currently on maternity leave.  When they do return to work, they will be looking for 

Welsh medium provision conveniently located to their home. 
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In 2016 officers received one enquiry from an RCT parent who wished to access nursery 

education funding within the Vale.  RCT does not currently fund pre-nursery education 

places cross county and so officers were unable to assist with this request. 

 

Merthyr Tydfil 

The Family Information Service in RCT has received approximately three enquiries from 

residents of Merthyr Tydfil regarding childcare provision.  These were directed to the 

Merthyr FIS. 

 

Officers received three responses from parents living in Merthyr to our parent consultation.  

Of these, none are currently using childcare provision for their children, instead preferring 

to use friends and family (2) and whose children are too old (1).  For the two who use 

friends and family, both reported that access to affordable childcare would be a factor if 

they were to use provision, along with after school and holiday care and flexibility of hours. 

 

Bridgend 

The Family Information Service has not received any enquiries from residents of Bridgend 

regarding childcare provision in RCT. 

 

There were no responses to the RCT parent consultation from parents living in Bridgend.  

 

In 2016 officers received three enquiries from RCT parents who access childcare provision 

in Bridgend and were looking to receive their part time nursery education funding in those 

settings.  RCT does not currently fund pre-nursery places cross county. 

 

Cardiff 

The Family Information Service has not received any enquiries from residents of Cardiff 

regarding childcare provision in RCT. 

 

One response from a parent living in Cardiff was received to the parent consultation.  This 

parent does use childcare provision for their children, accessing before school, after 

school and holiday care.  They are satisfied with the quality of their childcare provision 

during term time but not through the school holidays.   
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13. Workforce Development 

 

The childcare sector in RCT benefits from highly skilled, qualified staff.  Work has been 

ongoing over several years to up skill childcare practitioners and ensure that regular CPD 

is encouraged and supported.  Changes to qualification requirements in the National 

Minimum Standards has also placed more emphasis on ensuring a suitably qualified 

workforce.  The training centre within the Early Years and Family Support Service, and 

funding available via the Out of School childcare grant, has been integral to this work.   

 

The changes to nursery education funding in RCT in 2015 saw an increase in the number 

of school based staff who requested training to up skill from Teaching Assistant 

qualifications to childcare based ones, such as Children’s Care Learning & Development 

(CCLD).  This was so that they had the flexibility, not only to work in education settings, 

but also wraparound childcare provision that was established at the time.  This work is 

ongoing, particularly in light of RCT being selected as one of the early implementers for 

the Welsh Government 30 hour education/childcare offer. 

  

For the purposes of this report, data on current qualifications and training of the childcare 

workforce has been taken from the SASS return data submitted by childcare providers in 

August 2016.  The Cwlwm workforce audit has also been analysed to draw conclusions on 

the training needs within RCT. 

 

Below is a breakdown of the highest level of qualification held by staff members inputted in 

the SASS return by childcare providers.  63% of practitioners hold a Level 3 qualification 

(490).  This is the minimum level of qualification for staff that manage or lead childcare 

settings, as set out in the National Minimum Standards. 

 

Work has been ongoing over recent years, particularly amongst Flying Start settings, to 

ensure that setting leaders are qualified at NVQ Level 4 or QCF Diploma Level 5.  9.3% of 

practitioners within RCT state that they now hold  a Level 5 qualification (72).  7.3% have 

Level 2 as their highest level qualification (57), along with 5.1% who hold Level 4 (40) and 

2.6% who hold Level 5 (20). 
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Figure 46: Level of qualifications held by childcare staff in RCT 

 

Childminder qualifications 

Amongst childminders, 2.3% of childminders stated that they hold a Level 7 qualification 

(3).  One of these stated this was in a relevant childcare subject that was on the 

recognised Qualifications framework.  However, the RCT Early Years training team has 

indicated that there is no recognised childcare qualification at this level.  At the other 

extreme, 4.6% of childminders hold no relevant childcare qualifications (5), other than the 

pre-registration childminder course, CYPOP5 (Unit 079 of the Level Diploma in Children’s 

Care Learning & Development).  Of these, none stated that they were currently 

undertaking recognised courses.   

 

64.9% of all childminders stated that they held a Level 3 qualification (85).  This is above 

the RCT average of 63% for this level of qualification.  It is worth noting that all Flying Start 

approved childminders are required to hold the full Diploma Level 3 CCLD, rather than just 

the CYPOP5 qualification.  The levels of qualifications held by childminders can be seen 

below: 
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Figure 47: Qualification level of childminders 

 

At the time of the SASS return, 16.8% of childminders stated that they were working 

towards a Level 3 qualification (22), 5.3% towards Level 4 (7), 7.6% towards Level 5 (10) 

and 1.5% towards Level 6 (2).  43.5% were not currently working towards any further 

recognised qualifications (57), whilst 25.2% did not specify (33). 

 

Other training that childminders have undertaken in the past year include: 

 Autism awareness 

 Busy feet 

 COSHH 

 Cross infection procedures 

 Designed to smile 

 First Aid 

 Level 3 playwork 

 Make time for me 

 Managing challenging behaviour 

 SENCO training 

 WellComm 

 

21 childminders had new DBS checks issued during 2016, 29 attended Safeguarding 

training, 33 completed Food Hygiene courses, and 8 renewed their First Aid qualifications. 
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Amongst full day care providers, one setting stated that they had a staff member with a 

Level 7 relevant qualification.  They have indicated that this is in a recognised childcare 

qualification that is listed on the Qualifications framework, although, as with the 

childminder qualifications, RCT Early Years training team has indicated that there is no 

recognised childcare qualification at this level.  62.1% of all staff within full day care 

settings hold a Level 3 qualification (270).  This is slightly below the RCT average of 63% 

for this level of qualification.  The recognised qualification for leaders of sessional care 

providers, according the Qualification Framework is Level 3 Diploma in Children’s Care 

Learning and Development (CCLD).   11.3% of staff hold a Level 5 qualification (49).  The 

breakdown of qualification levels held by full day care provider staff can be seen below: 

 

 

Figure 48: Qualification level of full day care provider staff 

 

At the time of the SASS return, 11.3% of staff in full day care settings were working 

towards a Level 3 qualification (49), 0.9% stated they were working towards Level 4 (4), 

14.3% towards Level 5 (62) and 0.9% towards Level 6 (4).  41.4% were not currently 

working towards any further recognised qualifications (180), whilst 29.4% did not specify 

(128). 

 

Other training that full day care staff have undertaken in the past year include: 
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 Elklan 

 Fire Warden training 

 Food safety 

 Forest Schools 

 Foundation Phase updates 

 Makaton 

 Managing challenging behaviour 

 Manual handling 

 Phonics 

 Supporting numeracy through play 

 Transition to playwork 

 

113 staff from full day care settings had new DBS checks issued during 2016, 93 attended 

Safeguarding training, 82 completed Food Hygiene courses, and 61 renewed their First 

Aid qualifications. 

 

Sessional care provider qualifications 

The highest level of qualifications amongst sessional care provider staff is 9.8% who hold 

a Level 5 qualification (13).  69.7% hold a Level 3 qualification, which is above the RCT 

averaged of 63%.  The recognised qualification for leaders of sessional care providers, 

according the Qualification Framework is Level 3 Diploma in Children’s Care Learning and 

Development (CCLD).   6.8% hold Level 2 qualifications (9) and 8.3% hold Level 4.  The 

levels of qualifications held by sessional care provider staff can be seen below: 
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Figure 49: Qualification level of sessional care provider staff 

 

At the time of the SASS return, 10.6% of sessional care staff were working towards a 

Level 3 qualification (14), 4.5% towards Level 4 (6), 28.8% towards Level 5 (38) and 2.3% 

towards Level 6 (3).  30.3% were not currently working towards any further recognised 

qualifications (40), whilst 20.5% did not specify (27). 

 

Other training that sessional care staff have undertaken in the past year include: 

 Best practice in case conferences 

 Design to smile 

 Disability awareness 
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 First aid at work 
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 Infection control management 

 Manual handling 

 Play to Learn 
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 SENCO 
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38 staff from sessional care settings had new DBS checks issued during 2016, 17 

attended Safeguarding training, 29 completed Food Hygiene courses, and 16 renewed 

their First Aid qualifications. 

 

Out of school care provider qualifications 

The highest level of qualification amongst out of school childcare staff is Level 6.  This is in 

a recognised qualification on the playwork qualification framework.  The recognised 

qualification to lead out of school childcare settings is Level 3 Diploma in Playwork.  55.6% 

of the workers detailed in the SASS returns have this level of qualification (30).  14.8% 

have Level 2 (8), whilst 3.7% have Level 4 (2) and 5.6% have Level 5 (3).  The levels of 

qualifications held by out of school care provider staff can be seen below: 

 

 

Figure 50: Qualification level of out of school care provider staff 

 

At the time of the SASS return, 5.6% of out of school care staff were working towards a 

Level 3 qualification (3), 1.9% towards Level 4 (1) and 16.7% towards Level 5 (9).  66.7% 

were not currently working towards any further recognised qualifications (36), whilst 7.4% 

did not specify (4). 

 

Other training that out of school staff have undertaken in the past year include: 

 Behaviour management 

 Child Neglect 

 Cross Infection Procedures 

 Equality & Diversity 
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 Fire Safety 

 Fire Warden 

 Health & Safety 

 Language and Play 

 Prevent Duty training 

 Safeguarding 

 

17 out of school care provider staff had new DBS checks issued during 2016, 19 attended 

Safeguarding training, 21 completed Food Hygiene courses, and 10 renewed their First 

Aid qualifications. 

 

Open access playscheme provider qualifications 

Of those that work in open access play schemes, the highest qualification held is Level 7 

(1).  50% of the workforce hold a Level 3 qualification (13), with 19.2% holding a Level 2 

qualification.  The levels of qualifications held by open access playscheme staff can be 

seen below: 

 

 

Figure 51: Qualification level of open access playscheme staff 

 

At the time of the SASS return, 23.1% of open access playscheme staff were working 

towards a Level 3 qualification (6), 7.7% towards Level 4 (2) and 7.7% towards Level 5 (2).  

53.8% were not currently working towards any further recognised qualifications (14), whilst 

3.8% did not specify (1). 
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Other training that open access playscheme staff have undertaken in the past year 

include: 

 Behaviour management 

 Health & Safety in the Workplace 

 Healthy friends 

 Managing children during wet play 

 Playing with the elements 

 SENCO 

 Substance misuse 

 Transition into play 

 

6 open access playscheme staff members had new DBS checks issued during 2016, 8 

attended Safeguarding training, none completed Food Hygiene courses, and 3 renewed 

their First Aid qualifications. 

 

Additional workforce development 

During 2016, funding from the out of school childcare grant has been used to fund the 

following courses for out of school and playscheme workers: 

 Managing a Holiday Playscheme 

 Level 3 Award & Certificate in Playwork 

 Level 3 Transition to Playwork 

 Autism Awareness 

 Guiding Positive behaviour 

 

Cwlwm Workforce Survey 2016 

Cwlwm, the overarching organisation for childcare umbrella organisations in Wales 

produces an annual workforce audit report.  For the 2016 audit, 91 childcare providers in 

RCT responded.  51% of staff in these settings hold a Level 3 childcare qualification, with 

12% holding a Level 3 Playwork qualification.  17% hold a Level 4/5 childcare qualification 

and 4% holding a Level 4/5 Playwork qualification. 

 

77% of settings responded that they do not have a training budget within their settings, 

with 36% of staff not paid to attend training courses.  This illustrates that training 

requirements are a significant burden to settings, both in terms of the cost of the course 

and cover to release staff to attend the courses.   
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Ongoing support from the umbrella organisations and the Council is vital to the continued 

professionalism of the childcare market.  Subsidised courses offered by the Flying Start 

Training and Development team are an important aspect of this, as is the out of school 

childcare grant being used to commission or fund training courses where there are 

identified needs. 
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14. Results of Consultation with Stakeholders (as outlined in section 2) 

 

As part of the CSA preparation, the views of key stakeholders were considered in order to 

gain their views of the childcare market in RCT.  Below is a summary of the responses: 

 

Play Monitoring Group 

A joint Play Sufficiency and Childcare Sufficiency Assessment Advisory Group was 

established in 2015.  Members of the group advise and support the development of both 

the Play and Childcare Sufficiency Assessments.   

 

Play provision in RCT is delivered predominantly by voluntary sector organisations either 

through Communities First funding or commissioned by the Local Authority.  Work has 

been ongoing for a number of years to develop registered play provision so that they can 

offer a ‘Playcare’ model of play and childcare provision.  This is fee paying closed access 

childcare provision before, during and after open access free playscheme sessions.  There 

is a close working relationship between the two teams within the Council and they 

regularly share information and work together on joint projects. 

 

Job Centre Plus 

Job centre plus officials and PaCE advisors were consulted and asked for their views on 

the barriers that their clients face when looking to enter the workplace.  Overall, they have 

found that the main childcare related barriers to employment for lone parents in RCT are: 

 Lack of suitable job opportunities which don’t include shifts or weekends 

 Lack of childcare/childminders that pick up from school, especially for those children 

who attend part time nursery education 

 Childcare facilities for older children 

 Some localities have no breakfast clubs 

 Parents dependant on public transport and find it difficult to take the child to 

childcare and get to work 

 When childcare is operated from the school e.g. breakfast club. Registered after 

school clubs that tends to work Fawr better in getting the parent engaged 

 Not used to leaving child/children with family or friends 
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Closer links are being made with the PaCE advisors so that information about childcare 

barriers can be shared more easily.  This will hopefully ensure officers are better able to 

identify and address gaps in the childcare market. 

 

Planning Department 

Links with the planning department have improved in recent years and application notices 

are now shared with officers on a weekly basis.  The planning department are now more 

aware to consult with relevant officers when they receive planning applications specific to 

childcare related applications.   

 

During 2016, 14 full or outline planning applications were approved for housing 

developments of 10 or more units.  A breakdown of the areas is provided below: 

 

Area Application 
 

Rhondda Fawr Conversion of former Town Hall, snooker club and nightclub into 18 
no. residential units and 5 Retail units 
 

Outline - proposed erection of 8 x 3B semi-detached houses with 
on-curtilage car parking  
 

Rhondda Fach  Development of 14 no. residential dwellings (flats) and associated 
works 
 

Demolition of existing school buildings and the erection of 25 
residential dwellings with associated landscaping, car parking and 
associated works  
 

Upper Cynon Refurbishment and Conversion of previous school building to 
provide 26 new 1 and 2 Bedroom flats (C3 use) and 18 new build 
houses to the land to the rear including amended access, 
landscaping and associated works  
 

Demolition of existing school buildings and the construction of 98 
residential units  
 

Change of use of the upper floors to residential use to provide 12 
units, and a single ground floor retail unit with associated internal 
and external alterations 
 

Lower Cynon Residential development for 9 dwellings  
 

New build residential development  
 

East Taf  Proposed residential development and associated highway access, 
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provision of an onsite school, and ancillary uses and works on land 
at Ystrad Barwig Isaf  
 

North Taf Construction of 9 units comprising of 8 no. 1 bedroom apartments 
and 1 no. 4 bedroom house and associated works  
 

South Taf Reserved Matters application for 5 dwellings and associated 
highway and landscaping works 
 

Demolition of former public house and construction of 18 affordable 
apartments 
 

 

No planning applications for 10 or more units were approved in the West Taf area, 

although substantial housing developments have been approved in this area in previous 

years that are not yet expired.  This report does not consider housing developments that 

received full planning permission prior to 2016 and are currently in the building phase.  

Previous CSA reports will continue to be consulted to monitor the childcare demands of 

these developments.  Using Education data analysis of where there will be a potential 

increase in the number of required school places (due to housing developments) officers 

will monitor where there may also be increased demand for childcare provision.  It must 

also be remembered that developers have a period of five years from the date of 

permission in order to implement the consent, and so those applications approved in 2016 

have until 2021 to be built and so therefore may not impact on childcare demand 

immediately. 

 

Childcare Umbrella Organisations 

Questionnaires were sent to all umbrella organisations, through their Cwlwm partnership to 

obtain feedback on their views of the childcare market in RCT.  The responses received 

are below: 

 

Mudiad Meithrin 

The response from Mudiad Meithrin indicated that they feel that there is a satisfactory 

range of Welsh medium providers in RCT and that the quality of the settings is good.  

Affordability is considered excellent, whilst the flexibility of provision and suitability of 

opening times are good. 

 

Mudiad feel that the profile of the Welsh language needs to be raised, particularly in terms 

of Flying Start provision and the introduction of the 30 hour education/childcare pilot offer 
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later in 2017.  Also, more needs to be done to encourage parents to take an interest in 

Welsh medium care and education if Welsh Governments’ target of 1 million Welsh 

speakers by 2050 is going to be achieved. 

 

Improvements to the service offered in RCT include encouraging settings to extend their 

opening hours, thus improving flexibility for parents.  This will become more important 

during the coming year, as the 30 hour pilot offer is implemented and rolled out across 

RCT. 

 

Clybiau Plant Cymru Kids Clubs 

Despite RCT funding a part time Development Officer post to work with out of school and 

holiday clubs in RCT, the comments received from CPCKC were generic across Wales.  

They emphasise the importance of the Out of School Childcare Grant awarded to LA’s 

from Welsh Government in the development of out of school and holiday childcare 

provision.  A recent survey that they undertook with parents suggested that provision of 

holiday care was an issue for them and that, where it was available, the cost was 

prohibitive.   

 

Suggestions for improvements include ensuring that there is sufficient training for staff to 

achieve the relevant qualifications, supporting settings to register with CSSIW and more 

support for staff to accommodate the needs of children with additional learning and 

physical needs. 

 

PACEY Cymru 

PACEY recognises that RCT offers supports and guidance to childminders in the Local 

Authority, although they feel that there could be more engagement between the LA and 

PACEY to further develop opportunities available to childminders.  Pre-registration training 

support is currently delivered by the LA, although this is likely to change in 2017, and 

potential childminders will be directed to PACEY to undertake the pre-registration course.  

PACEY feel that funding their online CYPOP5 training course would offer increased 

flexibility to potential childminders who are unable to commit to classroom based training.  

This will be reviewed in the 2017/18 financial year. 
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Family Information Service 

The Family Information Service (FIS) in RCT employs two Outreach Workers, plus a 

Database Officer.  The Outreach Officers raise the profile of the service and create links 

with childcare providers, other Council departments and voluntary/community 

organisations.  They attend family and parent groups, as well as jobcentre and 

Communities First events to offer signposting and information on a range of job related 

and childcare issues. 

 

During 2016, there were 210 childcare related enquiries (including parent & toddler 

groups), the majority of which were via email or the telephone.  The majority were for 

childminders (70), followed by Day Nurseries (47) and English medium Sessional Care 

providers (43).  Online hits on the FIS database are not currently recorded, and so officers 

were unable to obtain data about this.  

 

Upper Cynon, North Taf and Rhondda Fawr had the highest total number of enquiries.  

The highest number of enquiries for childminders was from parents in the Rhondda Fawr 

area.  North Taf saw the highest number of enquires for full day care providers.  For 

sessional care providers, Upper Cynon saw the highest number of enquiries for Welsh 

medium and English medium settings.  This correlates with other sources of information 

regarding a possible demand for more sessional care providers in this area. 
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Rhondda Fawr 
 

14 0 1 0 2 0 6 34 

Rhondda Fach 
 

7 0 0 0 0 1 6 29 

Upper Cynon 
 

10 0 0 3 10 0 12 43 

Lower Cynon 
 

10 0 0 0 0 0 1 15 

East Taf 
 

6 1 0 0 8 0 2 17 

West Taf 
 

0 0 0 0 3 0 4 7 

North Taf 
 

13 0 1 0 16 1 10 42 
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South Taf 
 

10 0 0 0 8 0 2 23 

Total 
 

70 1 2 3 47 2 43 168 

 

 

Schools 

Schools were consulted on their views of childcare provision in their areas, and also what 

(if any) childcare they currently provide or have on school site. 

 

Nineteen schools responded.  The highest number of responses were from schools in the 

Rhondda Fach area (4), followed by Rhondda Fawr and North Taf (3 each).  Two schools 

from all other areas responded except for South Taf where only one school responded. 

 

All schools that responded currently offer the Welsh Government free breakfast initiative.   

 

Rhondda Fawr  

One school has after school childcare and wraparound for nursery aged children, two have 

fee paying playgroups on school site, whilst one runs a parent & toddler group.  One 

school does not consider that there is enough childcare provision in the area and has had 

childcare related enquiries from parents. 

 

Rhondda Fach 

From the schools that responded, the only childcare provision on school site is one Flying 

Start setting.  Three of the four schools are aware that childminders offer pickup services 

from their schools.  Two of the schools do not think there is enough childcare provision in 

the areas, whilst one does not know.  One acknowledges that from previous experience 

there is likely to be little demand for provision in their area.  One school has been 

approached by parents regarding wraparound childcare provision for nursery aged 

children, although they question the ability of parents to pay for such provision. 

 

Upper Cynon 

In this area, the only childcare on school site from the schools that responded is a free 

playgroup and holiday playscheme provision.  Neither of the schools has been approached 

by parents regarding childcare needs. 
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Lower Cynon 

In the Lower Cynon area, there is no childcare on school site in the schools that 

responded, except a holiday playscheme provision.  One school does not consider there to 

enough childcare in the area and has been approached by parents about childcare 

provision.  Neither school has room on their sites to establish childcare settings, but 

neither think that their parents would be willing or able to pay for provision if it was 

established. 

 

East Taf  

One school that responded in this area has an extensive range of childcare provision 

available on or near the school site, including after school childcare, parent & toddler 

group, holiday childcare and holiday playschemes.  Both schools do not think there is 

sufficient childcare in the area to cater for their parent’s needs, and both have been 

approached by parents regarding childcare provision.  One has no room on school site to 

develop childcare provision, even though it is accepted that there is a need from parents. 

 

West Taf  

One of the schools in this area that responded has an unregistered after school club on 

school site.  The other school has a Flying Start setting on school site.  One school 

considers there to be sufficient childcare in the area, whilst the other does not.  Neither 

school has been approached by parents concerning childcare provision, although neither 

have room on the school site to develop additional childcare provision.  One of the schools 

reported that they had recently opened an after school club but, at £5 per session, the cost 

was prohibitive for a lot of parents and it was not successful and closed quite soon after 

opening. 

 

North Taf  

The schools that responded from this area all have after school childcare on school site, 

whilst one also has wraparound for nursery aged children.  All do not think there is 

sufficient childcare in their areas and all have been approached by parents regarding 

childcare provision.  Despite the desire for wraparound care on school site, one of the 

schools does not have any suitable, available space to develop it.  Of the other two, one 

has already developed childcare provision and one does have space but would require 

more exploration of the exact requirements of parents. 
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South Taf  

Only one school responded from this area, despite previous CSA’s identifying this area as 

one that requires considerable childcare provision.  This school has recently opened an 

after school club on school site.  It is in a Flying Start area, although the provision is not 

run in the school.  It also offers a parent & toddler group to parents.  This school does not 

consider that there is sufficient childcare available locally and they have been approached 

by parents regarding childcare provision.  Affordability remains a concern for parents in 

this area, and the school reports that parents do rely on support with childcare costs 

through employer voucher schemes and tax credits. 

 

Children and young people 

Feedback from parents in previous CSA’s has reported a lack of suitable provision for 

young people aged 11 -14 years, particularly through the holiday periods.  Despite the 

parental demand, sustainability of ‘care’ for this age range is very difficult and so most 

parents have to look to sports and activity clubs to cater for this need. 

 

Feedback was received from children in years 5 and 6 who currently attend out of school 

childcare clubs in order to ascertain what they like about the clubs and what they would 

like to do if a club was available once they start attending secondary school.  

Questionnaires were returned from four settings throughout RCT. 

 

Rhondda Fawr  

Three of the responses from this area think that their parents will want them to attend out 

of school provision once they attend secondary school.  Two of these would be happy to 

attend such provision, whilst the other three would not.  Feedback suggested that they 

would not want to stay in the school setting to be ‘cared’ for whilst their friends and peers 

were able to go home.  For those that would attend out of school care in year 7, the range 

of activities they would like to participate in was quite broad and included arts & crafts, ball 

games and specific activities such as hair & beauty, cooking and singing.  They also 

wanted to hang out with friends, play on games consoles and have the opportunity to do 

their homework. 

 

East Taf  

All bar one response from the children in this area stated that their parents will not require 

them to attend out of school provision once they start in year 7.  One response stated that 
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their parents may want them to attend, but only to help with younger children.  Two of the 

children would be happy to attend provision in year 7, whilst the others did not respond to 

this question.  The activities that they would like in a provision for older children and young 

people are similar to those from the Rhondda Fawr area. 

 

The out of school club that these children attend established a separate building for the out 

of school care of children aged 8 and over.  They were able to make many of the decisions 

about the decor, equipment and resources in this new building, and it is very much 

regarded as ‘their’ space.  It has an IT suite and space to do homework, and so has the 

feeling of a youth club rather than a childcare club where they are ‘cared’ for.  It is hoped 

that their attendance will continue once they start in year 7, as parental feedback from this 

area is that holiday provision for this older age range is needed.  Officers are monitoring 

the success of this club for older children closely to see if similar provision could be 

established in other areas of RCT. 

 

West Taf   

Two of the three responses from this age range in this area would be happy to attend out 

of school and holiday provision in year 7, the main reason being that their friends will also 

attend.  The activities that they would like to participate in are the same as above.   

 

South Taf  

None of the children from this out of school club think that their parents will require them to 

attend out of school care when they start in year 7.  Only one would be happy to attend if 

required.  For those who do not want to attend provision after aged 11, they would rather 

be in their own house or spending time with their parents and friends. 

 

All those who responded have indicated that they would like to have a space to hang out 

with friends and have the opportunity to do homework.  It is interesting to note that the 

majority of respondents who would be happy to attend provision from year 7 were girls.  

Boys reported that they would rather go home or hang out with friends outside of a school 

setting. 
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15. Gap Analysis & Areas for Improvement 

 

The childcare provision data analysed in this report has been taken from the SASS data 

completed by registered providers in August 2016.  Because of data protection rules, 

officers are unable to identify which childcare providers did not complete the SASS return.  

Questionnaires from unregistered providers during the same period were identifiable, and 

officers did contact as many unregistered providers as possible to encourage them to 

complete this questionnaire.  However, there was no legal requirement for them to do so 

and so officers know that there are gaps in this data also.   

 

Because officers know that this was an incomplete picture of the childcare market within 

RCT, the gap analysis below should be used with caution and as a starting point for further 

investigation only.  During the coming year, officers will supplement this data with local 

knowledge, Family Information Service data and contact with all known childcare providers 

so that a more comprehensive picture will become available. 

 

Childcare provision for children of parents who work atypical hours 

Childcare outside of the typical working week has consistently been highlighted as a gap in 

previous CSA reports.  A good selection of providers offer care before 8am during 

weekdays, with mainly childminders offering this service after 6pm.  Again, it is only 

childminders who offer weekend care.  No childcare providers in RCT offer overnight care.  

Despite parents telling us that they need overnight and weekend care, officers believe that 

the reality is that there is insufficient demand to make any such provision sustainable for 

providers.  Consultation with parents and providers will be ongoing to ensure that this 

analysis does not change over the coming year.  Further consultation will also be 

undertaken with childcare providers to establish the barriers to them opening later than 

6pm during weekdays and opening through school holiday periods.  It is clear that the 

extension of these two services will support working parents considerably. 

 

Welsh medium childcare provision 

RCT has a good range of Welsh medium sessional (including those registered as full day 

care providers but currently only delivering sessional care) and out of school care.  The 

majority of Registered Education Providers are Welsh medium settings.  The parent 

consultation suggests that more Welsh medium childminders may need to be recruited in 

the South Taf area of the County Borough to cater for the level of Welsh speakers in the 
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area.  Officers will also explore the need for more Welsh medium provision in Rhondda 

Fawr and Upper Cynon.  One of the main priorities for the coming year will also be to 

support unregistered Welsh medium sessional and out of school care settings to register 

with CSSIW. 

 

Childcare provision for different language categories 

One childminder from the South Taf area reported that they offered care in a language 

other than English or Welsh.  This was French.   

 

Three respondents to the parent consultation indicated that they would like childcare in a 

language other than English or Welsh, although only one stated which language they 

would like.  This parent stated that they would like German language care.  All three 

respondents were from the North Taf area.  However, there is no evidence that these 

parents are not able to access childcare provision currently.  There is currently not enough 

demand to warrant the exploration of developing childcare provision in any languages 

other than English or Welsh. 

 

Types of childcare available and location 

Officers will explore the demand for pre-school care in the Upper Cynon area, as well as 

care for 5-7 year olds in Upper Cynon and Rhondda Fawr.  Care for children in the older 

age range has been highlighted in previous CSA’s and remains a priority for officers.  

Identifying English medium REP’s in the Upper Cynon area also remains an ongoing 

priority for officers. 

 

Officers will work with the Childminding Network Co-ordinator to assess if there is a need 

for more childminders in the Rhondda Fach, West Taf and Lower Cynon area, as analysis 

suggests.  There is no registered full day care in West Taf.  Although officers do not 

consider that there is a specific need for this type of care in this area, this will be assessed 

during the coming year. 

 

Out of school care remains a priority for officers, and in particular encouraging 

unregistered settings to register with CSSIW.  Officers will work with Clybiau Plant Cymru 

Kids Clubs during the coming year to promote this form of childcare throughout RCT.  This 

will link in with the development of more holiday care to cater for anticipated demand 



 

Page 168 of 171 

 

brought about by the WG 30 hour education/childcare offer.  Sessional care providers will 

also be encouraged and supported to extend their provision into holiday periods. 

 

Age of children for whom childcare is available 

Childcare to cater for 3 and 4 year olds via the 30 hour education/childcare pilot offer will 

be a priority over the coming year.  Officers will work with current providers to extend their 

services where possible and to create new provision if the offer demonstrates that there 

are gaps in the market.  Officers will also monitor very closely if this pilot offer has a 

detrimental effect on the provision of childcare for other age groups. 

 

As previously mentioned some form of care, particularly during holiday periods, for young 

people aged 11 years and over remains a concern for parents.  Officers continue to work 

with other departments to either develop suitable provision or signpost parents to 

alternative forms of provision more easily. 

 

The delivery of registered education provision remains a concern in the Lower and Upper 

Cynon areas, particularly through the medium of English.  Work is ongoing to try and 

address this gap. 

 

Affordability of childcare 

Parental feedback tells us very strongly that affordability of childcare provision remains a 

concern to them.  It was pleasing to note that parents look at the quality of the provision as 

well as the cost.  However it is clear that many parents choose to rely on friends and family 

to provide their care rather than have to incur childcare costs.   

 

RCT no longer funds Clybiau Plant Cymru to offer assisted places funding for out of school 

and holiday provision.  Support of this kind is being looked at internally and officers are 

liaising with other departments to try and establish the best system of support for 

vulnerable families.   

 

Parents tells us that flexibility of sessions booked would be a great help to them, 

particularly for those who work variable shift patterns or are on zero hour contracts.  

Officers will liaise with childcare providers to determine the barriers to them offering more 

flexible contracts.  
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As previously mentioned RCT has an unacceptably high number of unregistered sessional 

and out of school care providers.  Work has been ongoing over a number of years to 

provide these settings with support to register with CSSIW with limited success.  Work will 

continue to establish the reasons why these settings are unable or unwilling to register.  

The introduction of the tax free childcare scheme may put parental pressure on these 

settings to register so that parents will be able to utilise this, and Employer based voucher 

schemes.  Officers will also encourage registered settings to sign up to the tax free 

childcare scheme so that parents can benefit from this scheme. 

 

Affordability of childcare for parents of children with additional learning and physical needs 

remains a concern.  The cost of specialist equipment and additional staffing support is a 

concern to providers.  Funding for additional support is available to children who access 

Flying Start, registered education providers and once they start at school, but certain 

criteria must be met.  The Holiday Fun Time programme also offers support to parents of 

children with additional needs.  Officers are currently liaising with other departments to 

investigate if the  criteria and assessment processes for additional support across Flying 

Start, REP’s and schools can be streamlined.  This will hopefully offer a more co-ordinated 

approach to additional support. 

 

Times at which childcare is available 

The parent consultation told us very clearly that parents want more care before school and 

longer opening hours after school during term time.  School holiday childcare is also a 

concern and many parents struggle to find suitable holiday care.  Although some parents 

tell us that they need overnight and weekend care, there is little evidence that there is 

sufficient demand for providers to make this provision sustainable.  However, officers will 

continue to work with providers to encourage them to offer these services if they feel that 

they are able to. 

 

Officers will also continue to support sessional care providers to offer wraparound services 

to nursery aged children.  Again, this will be especially prudent with the introduction of the 

WG 30 hour education/childcare pilot offer. 
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16. Childcare Sufficiency Assessment – Action Plan 

 

Below are the key priorities and actions for officers within RCT over the coming year.  The 

focus for childcare development this year will be to ensure there is sufficient supply to 

cope with any additional demands brought about by the Welsh Government 30 

education/childcare offer.  Officers will also monitor, and take action, if it is found that the 

30 hour offer has a detrimental effect on childcare choices for children in other age ranges. 

 

The key priorities for RCT in 2017-18 are: 

1. Aim to recruit additional childminders in the initial 30 hour pilot areas, particularly 

Welsh medium childminders 

2. Aim to recruit additional Welsh medium childminders in the South Taf area 

3. Aim to recruit English medium Registered Education Providers in the Upper Cynon 

area 

4. Continue to explore ways to streamline the admission process for pre-nursery 

education places in schools and non-maintained Registered Education Providers  

5. Continue to promote the Family Information Service to parents and childcare 

providers 

6. Encourage and support 100% of all registered providers to complete future SASS 1 

returns for CSSIW  

7. Encourage and support settings to extend their services – to include longer hours in 

term time, more registered places, or opening in school holiday periods 

8. Encourage and support unregistered sessional and out of school settings to register 

with CSSIW 

9. Encourage settings to offer wraparound care services to nursery aged children  

10. Explore demand for additional Welsh medium childcare in Rhondda Fawr and 

Upper Cynon 

11. Explore demand for new English medium sessional care in Upper Cynon area 

12. Identify schools within initial pilot area for WG 30 hour offer that may have capacity 

on school site to develop wraparound, after school and holiday childcare 

13. Keep childcare providers, schools and parents fully informed of progress on the 

implementation of the 30 hour offer – via council website, press releases, road 

shows, provider events and school visits 

14. Liaise with CSSIW with regards to potential increased demand in settings amending 

their registration type to cater for 30 hour offer 
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15. Monitor and assess the need for crèche facilities 

16. Monitor planning approval for housing developments to anticipate possible 

increased demand for childcare and pre-nursery education places 

17. Monitor training needs of childcare and play staff to ensure that the workforce is 

able to accommodate potential increases in demand from the 30 hour offer 

18. Promote and encourage childcare providers to register HMRC to participate in the 

tax free childcare scheme 

19. Promote childminding as a career option 

20. Promotion of the voluntary approval scheme for nannies 

21. Raise awareness amongst parents of pre-nursery education eligibility 

22. Streamline criteria and processes for additional support in childcare settings for 

children with additional learning and physical needs 

23. Support settings to reduce vacancy rates 

24. Up skill school based staff to have the relevant qualifications to work in childcare 

settings, particularly Welsh medium school staff 

 

 

 

 


