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Information for Community Groups, Local Members, Residents and Schools
Every year, each Local Authority in Wales has the opportunity to bid for funds set aside by the Welsh Government (WG) for Safe Routes in Community schemes. This leaflet provides the background to Safe Routes in Communities and explains how you can get involved in developing a scheme. The programme was launched in April 2007, and builds on, and replaces the successful Safe Routes to School programme.
· What are Safe Routes in Communities schemes?

Safe Routes in Communities schemes are a package of practical measures for improving accessibility and safety within communities, in particular to schools, as well as to encourage walking and cycling for short journeys and between facilities such as schools, community halls, health centres, sports and leisure centres, public transport facilities, and local shopping areas.
Safe Routes in Communities measures will vary from community to community, but could include the provision of:

· New walking and cycling routes to the community facilities, including schools;

· Improvements to existing walking and cycling routes to the community facilities e.g. better lighting, improved footpath surfaces and widened footways;

· New or improved access to your community facilities, or other measures in the area to encourage walking and/or cycling.

· Traffic management features, such as 20mph zones; and

· Cycle/Scooter storage facilities at the school, leisure centre, community hall etc 
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Traffic calming measures at Heol Y Celyn Primary School


Such Safe Routes in Communities measures have a range of benefits and could help to:

· Reduce traffic congestion and pollution around schools and community facilities;

· Reduce accidents and perceived danger on the journey to school and in the local community;

· Encourage more people to walk and cycle for short journeys and;

· Improve people’s health and well-being and fitness levels through walking and cycling.
· What funding is available?
Each year the Welsh Government allocates a budget for Safe Routes in Communities schemes. Every Local Authority in Wales has the opportunity to bid for the funding by submitting a number of potential schemes, on average 2-3 schemes submitted annually per authority
Due to the limited amount of funding available, it is crucial that the community groups/schools included in the Council’s bid for funding are actively committed to their Safe Routes in Communities schemes. It is important that they are involved in developing their schemes and identifying problems and solutions that can be included in the Council’s bid for funding.  Schools are encouraged to produce a   School Travel Plan as they will be beneficial in the planning and development.
Furthermore, it is a Welsh Government requirement that schemes successful in receiving funding are subject to a 3year monitoring programme; therefore, ongoing support is required after the scheme has been implemented.
· Should your community get involved?

The Council would like to hear from community groups and schools that want to get involved in developing a Safe Routes in Communities scheme. You should get involved if it would like to:

1. Improve walking, cycling and scooting links within communities to and from schools;
2. Improve the health of the community by reducing car journeys to local facilities and encouraging more pupils to walk, cycle and/or scoot to school;

3. Encourage key stakeholders to work together to identify Safe Routes in Communities measures that could benefit your community/school; and

4. Help the Council develop a scheme that could successfully compete for Welsh Government funds.

· What should you do next?
If you feel that your community/school has issues that could be addressed by a Safe Routes in Communities scheme, there’s plenty for you to think about. For example:

· Where are members of the community travelling to and from?

· Which routes do children use for their school journey? 

· Are there any popular walking and cycling routes in the community? Could these be improved?

·  What obstacles prevent walking and cycling to your local facilities? 
· Are there any areas where new walking and cycling routes within your community could be developed?
· Are there adequate public transport facilities?

Once you have developed a range of ideas that would improve sustainable journeys within your community let us know about them by completing a scheme request and assessment proforma. The Welsh Government has limited funds available; therefore completing the pro forma it will enable the Council to assess all scheme requests. 
For further information please contact:

Transportation Strategy
Sardis House 

Sardis Road

Pontypridd 

CF37 1DU

Tel: 01443 425001

