Admission Forum Annual Report 2021/22
Admission Authority: Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council
Secretary to the Forum: Mrs Claire Christy                                                                   Contact details: Email/Tel: 01443 281111

Membership and attendance of the Forum

	Name
	Position
	Time served as 

Forum Member *
	Membership by category (see table below)

	1. Mrs C L Christy
	Chair
	3 Years
	LA

	2. Mrs H Cook
	Vice Chair
	2 Years
	L/COM

	3. Mr A Rickett
	Church in Wales Diocesan Representative
	2 Years 9 months
	CIW

	4. Mrs Kayleigh Oliver
	Deputy Headteacher Pontypridd High School
	1 Year
	S/CV

	5. Mrs R Crumbie
	Schools Voluntary Aided
	2 Years
	S/VA

	6. Mrs C Jones
	Headteacher Heol Y Celyn
	3 months
	S/CV

	7. Mr A Brazier
	Exclusion Manager
	2 Years
	LA

	8. Mrs H Griffiths
	School Admissions Officer – Merthyr Council
	3 Years
	LA

	9. Mr D Williams
	Head of Attendance & Wellbeing

	3 Years
	LA

	10. Ms A Robertson
	Diocesan Director of Education, RC
	1 Year

	RC

	11. Mrs E Strathdee
	School Admissions Officer – Caerphilly Councill
	2 Years


	LA

	12. Mrs P Davies
	Headteacher of YGG Llyn Y Forwyn
	3 Years 5 months


	S/CV

	13. Mr J Fish
	School Governor
	6 months


	PG


	Acronyms for Core Members


	Members Nominated by


	Core Membership
	Acronym

	LA - any member or officer of the authority
	1 to 5
	LA, LA/SEN/ALN, LA/LAC

	Church in Wales Diocesan representatives
	1 to 3 
	CIW

	Roman Catholic Diocesan representatives
	1 to 3
	RC

	Schools - community and voluntary controlled
	1 to 3
	S/CV

	Schools – foundation
	1 to 3
	S/F

	Schools - voluntary aided
	1 to 3
	S/VA

	Parent governor representatives
	1 to 3
	PG

	Representatives of the local community
	Up to 3
	L/COM


Meeting dates and attendance (Please note that nothing in the Education (Admission Forums (Wales) Regulations 2003
 precludes some or all members taking part virtually). Regulation 9 of the 2003 Regulations provides that core members can regulate their own procedure subject to any provision in those regulations)
	
	Date
	Number of Forum Members

in attendance - by category

	First meeting
	1 February 2022
	9 Members

	Second meeting
	21 June 2022
	7 Members


	Has your authority established a joint forum with an adjoining local authority? If yes, can you provide details of the authority concerned and how successful this has been.

	No.



	Please confirm whether admission authorities within the forum area have completed the consultation and determination of admission arrangements process within the timescales required by the Education (Determination of Admission Arrangements) (Wales) Regulations 2006
 [including consultation on the arrangements
by 1 March in the determination year and determination of the final arrangements by 15 April of that year]. 

If any admission authority has not met the timescales, please give details here.
How many consultation documents have you seen from admission authorities (not including other local authorities)?


	All Admission authorities within RCT completed the consultation and determination of admission arrangements for 2021-2022 within the timescales stipulated in the regulations.

In addition, I can confirm that I have annually viewed the following Voluntary Aided and controlled (Church) Schools Admissions Arrangements: -

· Aberdare Town Church in Wales Primary

· Cwmbach Church in Wales Primary

· Our Lady’s R.C. Primary

· SS Gabriel and Raphael R.C. Primary

· St. Margaret’s R.C. Primary

· St. Michael’s R.C. Primary

· Cardinal Newman R.C. Comprehensive

· St John Baptist (Church in Wales) High School

All the above schools publish their Admission Arrangements annually in the Authority’s Starting School Book.



	What admission arrangements have been put in place to serve the interests of vulnerable children? 

Have they proved successful?

What other arrangements have you identified to support these children?


	· Priority Category 1 of our Admissions Criteria for the 2023-2024 academic year continues being published as children ‘Looked After’ (children in public care) & children previously ‘Looked After’, in accordance with the Welsh Government’s School Admissions Code.

· An increased involvement working with the Authority’s Attendance and Wellbeing Team to help to identify any vulnerable children.

· The Authority’s Fair Access Panel continues to work extremely efficiently and helps support the transfers of any vulnerable secondary school children.  The panel continues to meet every three weeks and a review meeting held a week before the FAPP meeting which proves very effective and ensuring the success of the panel.



	How well have the agreed in-year admission procedures worked? 
How many children have been admitted to each school under the procedures? 
Have you identified an increase in numbers for in-year admissions, if so, what action has been identified to address the issue?

	· In Year admission procedures are continuing to be successful in that all schools are fully aware of these procedures and are adhering to such processes.

· All In Year Transfers are processed well within the 15 school days target and start dates are confirmed with the school.

· In Year Transfer requests are considered against a school’s Published Admission Number and the current class structures and numbers.

· An increase in In Year Transfer applications being received from children currently home educated, wishing to start back at schools to receive their education.

· A total of 1590 In Year Transfers were received for the 2021-2022 Academic Year (1160 primary and 430 secondary).  This is an increase compared to last year’s number of transfers received, where a total of 1,360 were received.  Please see attached sheet which provides a breakdown of the primary and secondary numbers.




	Please provide a short summary of the key admission issues identified for the area and how the forum has addressed them?

	The key admission issues that have been identified are:-

· Draft Admissions Policy 2023-2024 – The forum considered the draft policy and amendments; no responses were received and the final policy was approved.

· Common Dates – The forum received the draft admissions timetable for 2023-2024 admissions round and this would be published in the Authority’s Starting School Book.

· Online Admissions – We continue to actively promote the online system in order to increase the uptake of online applications being made for all transfer groups. We also actively look for further ways to market the online system.  Messages have been sent out via Facebook and Twitter informing parents of deadline dates and reminders.  Also, making parents aware of Welsh Medium education available to their children.
· Safeguarding of children – The Fair Access Panel continues to ensure a fairer process for secondary schools with regard to placing more difficult and challenging children.  The Panel continues to improve communication between secondary schools.

· The Childcare Pilot – The Childcare Offer is working well and Authority is encouraging more providers to become registered to address the problem regarding a shortage of providers in some areas of the County.  This is continuously being addressed for the area’s where more providers are required.

· The Out of Chronological Age Policy is an effective Policy that seems to be working well as several requests are being received from parents of children that have not yet started school and for children already in the education system.  Requests are also being received for older children in Secondary education.



	Is there coordinated admission activity in your local authority?

If so which admission authorities in your local authority area are participating?

Has it been successful/beneficial?



	· We currently have no formal coordinated admission arrangements within RCT.  However, we do continue to work closely with our two faith secondary schools, namely, St Johns Baptist High School and Cardinal Newman RC School, to determine which children have been allocated Secondary School Places for the Annual Admission Round.  This can help identify how many parents have applied for more than one secondary school and help release up spaces and avoid parents having to go through the appeal process.



School Admissions and Appeals
	Name of School
	Admission number
	Number of applications
	Number of parental preferences that were met
	Number of successful applications
	Number of appeals
	Number of successful appeals

	Annual Admissions Round – 2021-2022
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Y Pant Comprehensive School
	232
	295 first preference applications were received
	265 pupils were allocated places to accommodate all children in priority categories 1 - 4
	30

	3 appeals received
	2 appeals upheld and 1 unsuccessful


	Tonyrefail Community School
	195
	230
	211 pupils were allocated places to accommodate all children in priority categories 1 - 4
	19
	17 appeals
received
	 1 appeal withdrawn and 16 upheld

	3 In Year Transfers for places at Y Pant
	233
	
	
	
	3 appeals
received
	2 appeals successful and 1 unsuccessful

	Total
	
	
	
	
	23 appeals received
	20 appeals upheld.
1 unsuccessful and 2 withdrawn.




	What methods have the Forum used to promulgate any advice or decisions it has reached? 



	· Responses from the forum to issues, were shared with key stakeholders, in particular, schools governing bodies, other admission authorities via the local authority’s normal communications mechanisms (Council website, consultation procedures, Starting School Book, social media etc).

· All minutes of Rhondda Cynon Taf Admission Forum Meetings continue to be made available for members of the public to view on the Council’s Website, following their approval by the Admissions Forum.  Any decisions reached and advice arrived at following discussions at these meetings, is included in the minutes of the meeting, which are circulated in a timely fashion and actions followed up and discussed at the next meeting.



	Date Forum’s advice published on Admission Authority’s Website:
	


	Please also provide the relevant link:
	


Signature:
Mrs C Christy





(Secretary to the Forum)
Date:  21/11/22

Please return the completed report by 30 November 2022
� � HYPERLINK "https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2003/2962/contents/made" �The Education (Admission Forums) (Wales) Regulations 2003 (legislation.gov.uk)�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2006/174/contents/made" �The Education (Determination of Admission Arrangements) (Wales) Regulations 2006 (legislation.gov.uk)�


� This includes consultation on sixth form arrangements for schools with sixth forms which should be carried out at the same time.
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